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By the Ep IT O R. 


HETHER the Father of his people 
dugbt to have à favourite, or not; 
is a queſtion which ſhall not diſcuſs here 
| becauſe the little work which occafioned this 
preface, is of a moral, and not of a political 
nature. Parental, not royal favouritiſm, is 
the hinge on wbich it turns; and, therefore, 
whe agitation of. ſuch a queſtion, in this place, 
Would be altogether unneceſſary, to ſay nothing 
of the difficulties with nn it would be al 
ae. 4 | 
8 Fe bind 
deemed guilty of preſumption, that the pare 
 Jial behaviour of parents to their children, is 
LO produtive of \innumerable evils, and of the 
blackeſt complexion. | 
„ is, perbape,. impoſſtle, for thoſe. who 
0 . children 10 feel an equality of affettion 
er ghem; they will, inſenjibly, prefer ans 
chil, for ſunething, 4 another: Aut they 
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will certainly. a8 with imprudence, L 7 they 
do not conceal ther predilections; too often by 
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their glaring diſtinctions, they give birth to 
animoſities, bia can never be extirpated > 25 
when brother is favoured againſt brother, and. 


Alen againſt ſiſter, their mutual reſentments, 


—_— e re tees ee 
2 beſe refeflions: are, I am FG ſenfble 


| — ones: writers without number bate 
written pretiy much in be ſamt manner; but 
| fuch-refileftions, vill "tbe ends fur which thy . 


are publiſhed are fuliy anfwered, cannot, F 

apprebend, be tco frequently repeated.” Whik 5 

parents continue io behave to their children | 

with. an injudicious partialily, they fand in 

- weed. of correction; and the corrector of ſuch 

parents, in - converſation or in print, is laud- 

| Wu _—_— if be points out the miſchiefs 1 
b generall FOI _ Favouxt- J 
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| ous, per ſonages 3, real ones are Per petualiy offer 


ing themſelues to bis gabi: and be has nothing 
to do but to make a faithful deſcription with. 


7 his pen, of what bas been exbibited to bit ches. 


. be. has ſeen, oculo critico, he cannot erpelt 


n SIP ho 3 FRO, 
raliſt,. to enforce his animadverſions an ibe ſub- 


| je which gave riſe te this preface, by cha- 
racters drawn from the life. He is not un- 


der a neceſſity of ſwelling bis ſheets with fixiti- 


. 


And if. be does not faithfully deſeribe what. 


10 find. his, moralities regerded by the people = 
for wht eng be ee dae 7 
OD dee partialty-6 is not _—_ : 


5 


Fed to —2 in any rank, in any ſtation. 
|. Thoſe who move in the higheſt, and the lows- 


9 ſpheres, and thoſe who are placed 1 the ä 


midale walks of life, are equally guilty of it; 
| allef them, conſequently, are intereſted in the - 
Ftrictures which have been drawn from 2 
5 by. the peruſal-of the following ſheets : 2 
\. theſe ſheets fell into my hands, is of no DON | 


te to the public; but if any parents who are 


? ch for their. df are mere c 5 : 
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of the of their condu3, 
read them, L Hall not bave ſent 


"Int 7 Jope that thoſe obſervations will be 
to fland by themſelves, 
want no ſupplements to firengthen them 7 
dare not, "tes; Natter myſelf that 
| bed. for weight; but as ſo many 
5 in the. literary world, 
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Wet a Jams Grey, of W 


whale 5 was walking in that part of his 


garden which which was 


N ſudden cry of Help r help!“ 
in a female voice, alarmed Sir 


wood, accompanied by his youngeſt daugh-. | 
ter Eudoſia. Sir James was a man of hu-: | 


.. 2 exerted in the preſence of his 


1 _—_ ſo abſolute an aſcenda 


had, from their firſt connexions wich * 
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THE FAVOURITE. 


ine not only when his advice, but 

even when his authority was neceſſary.— As 
lady Grey was abſent at this time, and 

could not lay any reſtraint upon his actions, 
he haſtened through a little door, towards 

Ss we place from ” whietice- the diftreſsful 
ſounds, according to bis hearing, pro- 
ceeded. He found two young men, who. 
I called themſelves gentlemen ; one of them 
| eagerly kiſſing a very fine girl, whom a 
lady, apparently her mother, was endea- 
vouring to reſcue from ſo rude an attack, 
| while His nom grad Rood OE at a. 
To e Sir eee hls 4 
, the: oung fellow who was diſenga- 

ged called out, Come away, Spencer; 
for ſhame!” but Mr. Spencer paying no 
* regard to his friend's exclamation, Sir 
James advanced, and done? 1 im to let 

© the lady go immediately. e £7 Dy = 2 

And who are you, Sin replied thi % 5 5 
ee _— *. ee to inter- 
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4 One who will tell you,“ anſwered Sir 
James, with much dignity, „that an ac- 
tion which is offenſive to another, particu- 

larly to a lady, cannot, with any propriety, 
be called a pleaſurable one. We are born 
to protect the fair-· ſex ; not to behave in 
ſuch a manner as to affront their delicacy.” 
Spencer was going to make a reply which 
| weld: not have given Sir James an advan- 
rageous. idea. of his politeneſs, when his 
ompanion, being 4 neighbour, and not 
unknown to the baronet, came up.— 
Haring ſaid ſomething 1 in a low voice to 
his friend, he began to frame en 
for 3 puſhing Darnly 
- faid, Lo k on tba _ it will rely 
Soy enn ̃ ER 
think not;“ replied She: Jae d 
* 2 ſhould excite reſpect, and not be 
* 1 ere unbecc ming a: 5 


g lady had, by this ume, „ 
rered: herſelf : while the was: ad- 
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tumbled in the ſtruggle, her mother paid 
her acknowledgments to Sir James for dis 
ſeaſonable interruption, looking, every 
now and then, at the young gentlemen 
with a frighted oountenance.—Sir. James, 
perceiving her uneaſineſs, aſked her to 
oblige him by taking a turn in his garden. 

Mrs. Cranmer, that was the lady's name, 
politely accepted of his offer, but in a 
manner Which plainly ſhewed, that the ac- 
ceptance of it was entirely occaſioned by 
her deſire to Set ad of ee ter oth | 
lows. „ N 

n ae chew ee all Hady: 0 
[hors daughter to the garden door, near 
- which Eudoſia had ſtaid, not without ſome 
alarming apprehenſions an her father's ac- 
count. The joy which ſhe felt on ſeeing 
him ſafe was not a little heightened by the 
ſight of the young lady who accom) 


him. — Hebe Cranmer was indeed one of 


the moſt lovely figures that could be eri. mY 


| bited;: ſhe was exactly, for youth anc A+ 
omiag 3 eu to ee the god + 
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THE FAVOURITE. 5 
deſs whoſe name ſhe bore : her complexion 
Was brilliant with health, and her figure 


5 2 was ſtriking: her features were genteel and 


- happily diſpoſed : her air was attractive, 
her ſtep in the higheſt degree graceful: 

her voice muſical, and her eyes bewitching, 
eſpecially when her auburn locks waved 
wantonly over her ſweetly-dimpled cheeks: 
few of her ſex, in ſhort, were more capti- 
voating: yet there was nothing in her dreſs, 


but the extreme neatneſs and elegance of it, 


which) could diſtinguiſh her from a perſon | 
in a very middling ſtation.— Mrs. Cran- 
mer's appearance was alſo exceeding plan: 
her carriage, however, ſufficiently qectares 
that ſhe: had been politely educated, and 
the remains of a fine; woman were conſpi- 
cuous in her perſon 21 ſickneſs or ſorrow 
had, viſibly; en ba e her: fea- 


At” 


5 
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nents to Sir Raa 9 


„ , the informed: him, that me had 
= 3 3 8 os B 3 5 ra | 
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THE FAVOU RITE. 
elf of bis garden in order to- 
- men; | adding, 
o you, 


not been there much till very 
only met 


| 
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ed to you for coming to our aſſiſtance, and 
inviting. us into your garden : 21 1 we 
ſhall never ſee them again.. | 

I am exceedingly glad, madam,” ſaid 

Sir James, <« that I have been of any ſer» 

vice to you; but you muſt not expect bw 
be long co with nen a 12 
6 ter.. 
bs Rebe i very. _ Sir z he kink wi 2. 
thing but her goodneſs to boaſt of; that, 
however, will make me very deſirous of 
ie her from inſults. 
Miss Cranmer, during this ſhort. conyer- 

_ ſation, had quite recovered her ſpirits, and 
booked a thouſand thanks to Sir James for 
. his timely. interpolition, tho ſhe ſaid little 
gn cept to Eudoſa, who, being as much 
= pleaſed With her as e vas n 
courted her acquaintance. 
Miss Cranmer received all Eudolis's” 

| 6vertures of friendſhip with the moſt oblig- 
ug ſwectneſs, but referred eyery thing o 

Cas ker. mother, who had. ever- been, tHe ſaid; | 

n ly indulgent to her, and knew ſo 
B + e 
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Der. 
1 Sir J amesz as Mrs. 9 had ſremed 
| © wiln to get home without being follow- 


who were in the houſe,—to accept of ſome 
1 refreſhment, —and to give him leave to e. 
9 her ſafe to her own dycliing: | | Fog 

[1 She refuſed every thing; ſhe only withee - 
i to be let out at the fore door, in order to 
avoid the young gentlemen, who might - 
poſſibly expect her return by the ſame way: 


tunately preſſed both her and Miſs Cran- 
mer to reſt themſelves a moment or two in 
the parlour, that they were at een wirh.n no 
| ſmall difficulty, ſucceſsful. 5 


| ſeized'an opportunity to ſpeak to her mo- 
ther; and in conſequence of what paſſec 
between them, invited Eudoſia to her cot- 


* 22 p 5 
yy. by 8 
or F 
* * 
r I 
2 25% 
. 3 5 12 
4. 2 J 28 J 8 * Los * 
+ 5 
* 4 6 
£ — 
* 
2 4 4 3 
1 0, a | 
_ N ; * ; 
3 of * 
p * 
3 


mych better than e what was fit for 


ed by Mr. Speneer and Mr. Darnly, in- 
treated her to accompany him to his family, 


dut Sir James and even Eudoſia fo impor- 


Before they entered the table; abe had 


ö tes not 7 with! a a politeneſs lane n wb 8 


- * 


> 
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expected from a perſon who lived in ſuch 


an habitation, but with an air which ſhew- 
ed how ſincerely ſhe wiſhed to be better ac- 


quainted with her. Eudocia, charmed with 
her enen. IO AR: to wait on 


her, 


When ee ahe houſe, Papas Fn | 


and Miſs Grey were in the parlour with the 


very Mr. Darnly who had ofiended Mr. 


N ſo much by his neutrality. 


As ſoon as they appeared, he flew wine) 5 


and; in the moſt ſubmiſſive terms, began to 
apologize for his friend, but more for him- 
ſelf: When I ſtood by, and ſuffered ſo 

much inſolence, madam,” continued he, 
e was not ſufficiently attentive to the 


charming object which ſo powerfully „ 


8 tracted Mr. Spencer: had he given himſelf 


leave to take a deliberate view of Miſe 


4 Sranmer s elegant figure, he would cer» 
tainly * behaved in a more ve 
manner.“ ü 


a 5 Nou need not 1 upon hls 9 | 
3 jest, replied Mrs. Cranmer "On 2 2 15 


ud 


-& 


—— —— > 


chat With Miſs Buds 
; Grey ſurveyed her with envious and n 
5 LE gant * 


to con- 


Mrs. Cranmer, Willing to N TROY % 
this - converfation;- as well as to make a 


ſpeedy retreat, : herſelf to lady 


| nn hitle e nga yr | 


eaſion'of it, due WI i ning: 
circumſtances. 

ut de epty to: · 
chix neceſſary piece of politenefs, caſting a: 
book of contempt, at the ſame time, at | 
Miſs Cranmer, who, to avoid the eager 


Lady Grey An by 


glances of Mr. Darnly, had entered 


a Grey,” while Mifs 


forgetting you have ever ſeen us, pou wilt 
make the beſt atonement for what is paſt.” 
; © "You require an impoſſibility, ma- 
dam,“ anſwered he, and make me alſo 
apprehenſive that my+ endeavour: | 
vince you and the 2 lady of 58 con- 


254 


10 disco e 
tions of her new acquain- 
„ tance, 


THE FAVOURITE. vr 
tance, and who wanted aHoto haften her de- 
. parture; again thanking Sir James for his pro- 
tection, began to take leave of all the com- 
pany. She in a particular manner wiſhed 
Mr. Darnly a good night, that he might 
not expect to attend her; and by doing ſo, 
not a little diſconcerted him, as he had 


. to have an opportunity to make 


himſelf appear in a pardonable light, and 
to commence an acquaintance with her, 


Sf being quite charmed with Miſs Cranmer's 


perſon on a-nearer view, and captivated by 
| her'behaviour.—1n ſhort, the thoughtleſs 
man of pleaſure was now loſt in the ſerious, 
timid lover. Mrs. Cranmer's forbidding 
looks, therefore, awed him to: a diſtance 
3 diſagreeable to him; and he had the 
mortification to ſee her and her alluring 
daughter depart, without being animated 
with the hopes of finding nee n 
Us moment to ſpeak-to them. 
Mrs. Cranmer, however, tho” ſhe had 


. - _ effetually deterred Mr. Darnly from wait- 
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trom Sir James. He would pay that com- 
pliment, and I udoſia was not. leſs obſti- 


nate upon the occaſion, in ſpite of her mo- 
ther's frowns, which plainly indicated her 


diſpleaſure at ſo glaring an attachment to 
75 praple whom they had never ſeen be- 


fore and whom, ee. nobody 
knew,” 5 


No ſooner: w were og ſet out, than Mr. 


ls... impatient to diſcover the place, 
where this amiable young creature lived, 
roſe up in order to follow her: but, on 
being earneſtly preſſed both by lady Grey 
and Miſs Grey, to ſit down again, he, at 
length, complied with their intreaties, but 
he complied with them with the greateſt 
reluctance — yet, on ſecond thoughts, he 
became. more fatisfied with his ſituation, by 
| conſidering, that if he waited till Sir James's. 


return, he might, perhaps, receive from 
him the ſo· much · wiſhed · for intelligence. 
While he was impatiently. waiting for 


Sir James's arrival, he thought himſelf un- 
der a pecabexs as. a genen of * . 
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THE FAVOURITE. 13 


a few civil things to Miſs Grey, who was 
a regular beauty, but without any of thoſe: 

azrimens Which often do more execution 
than the moſt elegantly ranged features, 
and the cleareſt complexion. She was tall 

and genteel; but, from her haughtineſs 

and affectation, her appearance was gene- 
rally ſtiff, and ſometimes aukward: ſhe 
was fair, and had a lively bloom: her hair. 

and eyes were dark; the latter ſparkling, 
but frequently fixed with an unmeaning | 

| earneſtneſs : her naſe was in the Grecian 
. ſtyle, and indeed the moſt inoffenſive fea- 
ture in her face, as it was the only one 
which could not be tortured into a form 
different from that given to it by nature: 
her mouth was very pretty; but as ſhe al 
' moſt perpetually ſtretched it to ſhew her 
teeth; or turned up her lips, to ſignify her 

- contempt at things which would have ex- 

cited deriſion in no other perſon, the natu- 
ral prettineſs of it was rarely to be ſeen.— 
As theſe defects, however, were all ac- 
n ones, ſhe could make them difap- 
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pear whenever ſhe pleaſed; and they actu. 


ally did diſappear before Darnly,. for ſhe 


- availed herſelf. of all her allurements to en- 


flave him: and they might have made ſome 
impreſſion upon him, perhaps, had not the: 
unſpeakable lovelineſs of Miſs Cranmer, 
ariſing from the beauty of her perſon, the 
winning eaſe in her carriage, and her cor- 
rected vivacity, ſecured his heart. —Aſham- 
ed of having been an idle ſpectator, . while: 
ſhe received an unjuſtifiable inſult, and 
 mortified by the recollection of Mrs. Cran- 
mer's chilling looks, which entirely pre- 


eluded all attempts to go home with her, 
he grew weary of waiting having waited: 
- conſiderable time for the information he 


hoped to obtain: ſo reſtleſs did he grow 
at laſt, that he made ſeveral efforts to take 
his leave, impelled by a ſtrong deſire to 
diſcover his bewitching iucegnita's retreat; 
dut dady Grey employed ſo many tel 
attentions to keep him in his chair, that 
being unable, from the agitation of his- 
kind, to frame excuſes * his departure. | 


- 


% 


-— 


THE FAVOURITE. rs 
100 foteible not to be deemed ſatisfactory, 
he ſtaid till it was too late for him to thinlæ 


of making himſelf maſter of the route which 


tive diſpoſition,. could not help: aſking him,, 1 


the ladies under the convoy of Sir James: | 
had taken: He ſtaid, 'tis true, but he 
was ſo utterly inattentive to the beautifuÞ 
object Before him, and indeed ſo abſent. 
- that lady Grey and'her davghter both re- 
pented of having preſſed a ws much e 
remain with them. 

Sir James at length returned; after hav- 
ing been anxiouſly e * own fa · 
wy as well as by Mr. Darnly... 

Lady Grey, not being of a very reten · 


| - this abruptly, where he had been fo long; 


have paſſed as a ſpecimen of her powers 


"IS 
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— 5 > wr Bo 
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and what he had done with 275 women he 

nb Ro 
The latter part of her ldytbip $ OO ; 

as it admitted of two conſtructions, might | 


for raiflery, had not her features and her 
voice ſufficiently convinced thoſe who heard 
* that ſhe was not in the —_— ina rallying, 
hu- 
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humour, or that ſhe had. miſtaken. her ta 
lente. CCC 
Sir 3 ee ſtorm, and being | 
very. unwilling to have Mr. Darnly hear 
the expected thunder, endeayoured to give 
an immediate turn to the converſation; but 
as he wiſhed. to know who the. ladies were, 
andi in what place they lived, he ſaid, «I. 
; hope, Sir „the young lady has a little re- 
covered Sr her fright ; may l not beans. | 
formed, by you where ſhe lives, that l may 
ſend to enquire. after her healch, in. ak 
morning? | 
60 Such 0 perſon; as F 3, Sire ed | 
Sir James, with a ſmile, * 60 cannot be long 
| concealed z.tho', as 1 believe her mother 
18 deſirous of her once ment at preſent, = 
you muſt not take my filence about, the: 
dwelling amiſs.” 4 1 
Finding that nothing n more, ** 1 at 
leaſſg was to be got out of Sir James, 
Daray, with a ſigh. ee to che ien 
e en the room. 
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As ſoon as Sir James returned from 


waiting on him to the door, his lady ſa- 


luted him in this ſtrain— And ſo, Sir, 


you have made yourſelf compleatly ridicù- 


lous, I think, this afternoon, by bringing 


| ſtrangers into your houſe; inſignificant, 


contemptible people—who, notwithſtand- 
ing their flimſy appearance, and affected airs,” 
are of no kind of conſequence; tho? they 
may be artful enough to impoſe themſelves 
upon fooliſh young fellows, for mighty 
clever creatures: 1 ſhould laugh prodigi- 
ouſly to ſee any of them taken in by them; 
but till, if they are not, you will be 
equally culpable for bringing ſuch wretches 
home to your daughters to take the very 
bread out of their mouths ;—but this is ſo 


like you you are always — ſome 


abſurdity. „ RIF] : ONT 

Sir James generally comprehended the 
drift of his lady s converſation, (who, he. 
ſhe came of a good family, and had been 


2 duties, now and then ſhocked 
ce ear of elegance with volgariſms) but 5 


Tax RY 
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he was, at this juncture, incapable of de- 
velloping her meaning; he, therefore, re- 
Plied. 1 really a underſtand you, my 
B 5 
BE i Perhaps you don” but chen 1 my 
tell you, Sir James, that you do not act 

| like a father to your children; for, inſtead 
of providing huſbands for them, you bring 
other girls to ee 50 the frogs under 
their noſe. * n 
* Oh lis that your meaning _— aig : 
he, with a ſmile Why truly, my dear, 
1 could not avoid going to Mrs. Cranmer's. 
aſſiſtance, without being guilty of tlic 
greateſt unpoliteneſs, not to ſay inhumani- 
ty; and in the ſecond, if our girls are not 
_ Þ. handſome as. Miſs. Cranmer, how can 
we hinder the men from rn ber to 
them 3 a9. „ RN 
. Handſome 88 . be ever bk; 5 


B 


* 
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_ .« Nay then, child, *tis all very well 
if ſhe is not handſomer nor more agreeable 
than our daughters, her coming in her 

way is of no ſort of impomancer chere is 

no harm done then, you know.“ 

No, certainly: you W any thing 
amiſs; you are never wrong: ſome people 
are always in the right. But I ſay, and 
will ſtand to it, that tho" there are few girls 
equal to Caroline; yet there are men ſo 
very low in their taſte, or rather indeed 
Wich no taſte at all, who prefer uglineſs to 

beauty, or fancy aeg. where there i is not 
che leaſt pretenfion to it.“ 

Poſſibly there may . Wb ping + 
for 1 myſelf never pay any particular re- 
| gard to a woman; tho' ſhe is called a Bean- 
ty, if ſhe is not agreeable to me. But 1 
Mall not dif 2:98 with PRE: m lady, _ 
this ſubje&.” | 

* ne not net defines 
know who theſe people are, and how they 
came into our. garden, . ane! 1 
_ Trove Fs. to e Ds 8 
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Sir James then told her all that has been 
already related: matters, however, were 


not mended by his narration-. I am ſure 
ſhe. is ſome very forward creature, or no- 
body would have meddled with her: men 


never take ſuch liberties with any women, 
except . whom. they, aan WW their 


RP! RE COT 007 m9 
«1 6 bebeld a Fg 


info in my life, ſaid Sir James; and 


were you to ſee the very neat little cottage 
in which ſhelves with her mother, which, 
tho' mall. has a genteel aſpect, and is moſt 
pleaſantly ſituated, (your. would: u 8 
different ideas about them.. 
Zut where do they live,” replied we 


4 Juſt on aha, PRE ade A; the 


nf on the declivity of the hill, ſtands 
cheir little cottage; covered with dee 
and honeyſuckles, while roſes and pinks 
A 8 at theindoor.? on Sas. 
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«A mighty fine! deſcription. of ſome 
ſmoaky, dirty hovel, I'Il lay my life, with 
a fe taudry; flaunting flowers in the front, 
and a-few rotten cabbage- ſtalks behind. — 
Oh I have ſeen many ſuch rural ſpots 
(laughing affectedly) - but pray how came 
theſe elegant people to live in retirement ? 
there muſt be a ſtrange reaſon for their 
living ſo, I dare ſwear—if not a ſcandalous 
ane: lect | 
22 Indeed Ny are 1 my t 
and you would own yourſelf too much pre-. 
judiced againſt them, were you to ſee them 
— both mother and daughter are perfectly 
genteel in their manners, and their ſervant 
ſeems to underſtand en % beben 
as well as they do.? 
| + Their ſervant ane have the bus 
one? Hs! Sir James, I ſhould never 
bave thought of your attempting to bring 
me acquainted with people WhO keep but 
5 one maid. Retired indeed es; I never 
knew any people retire, but thoſe who are 
in aſhamed to ſhew their faces. 
. « Indeed, 


8 rity: + dt ſo may theſe Cranmers, for they 


ques _ F dare . eee will —_— 
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Indeed, child,“ ſaid Sir James, you 


are quite out now. Can a ſplendid. habira- 


tion, a numerous train of ſervants, and a 
large acquaintance in the polite world, 


make thoſe deſerving who have no intrinſic 
merit? or can they who are worthy of our 
eſteem, be rendered leſs ſo by living fru- 


gally in a retired way ?—Mrs. ne 


| her daughter are 


Don't tell me, Sir ee replied 
ſhe, reddening every body knows that 
people muſthaverank, or fortune, or good 


5 eonnexions to make them well received; 


and thoſe, who have no ſuch recommenda- 
2 are re glad to thruſt their heads into a 
to bury themſelves in obſcu- 


wall come no more here a couple. of art- 
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for Miſs Grey, as Mr. Darnly would cer- 
tainly have been charmed with her, had 
not that little! impertinent flirt caught his 
eyes firſt. This is the ſervice you have 
done your family: but I ſhall take care to 
prevent any farther miſchief of that nature 
for the future.“ > 
With theſe words ſhe Adunced/ out of 
the room, leaving Sir James not a little 
aſtoniſhed, and extremely concerned at her 
taking ſo much pains to increaſe the natu- 
ral unhappineſs of her temper.— Ihe two 
young ladies bad Fired 1 the room imme- 


diately after Mr. Darnly's departhte; Miſs 


Grey to indulge her reflections about him; TY 


as the thought him a very pretty fellow; | 

and Miſs Eudoſia to think, with entre! ; 

upon the amiable young girl from whom 

| ſhe was juft returned, with whom ſhe wiſh- 

ed to be better acquainted; as her ſiſter, 
naturally ill-humoured, and her mother's 


favourite, was a very 9 ca 
: nion to her. . ; 
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_- Miſs Grey poſſeſſed not, indeed, ſhining | 


talents, nor was ſhe of a ſweet diſpoſition; 
yet had ſhe been educated in a proper man- 
ner, had ſhe been prudently corrected, be- 


fore ſhe was rendered incorrigible by unli- 
mited indulgence, ſhe might have been a 
more valuable daughter, a more affection- 


ate ſiſter, and a more agreeable compa- 


nion: — but her mother's exceſſive partia- 


lity for her from her earlieſt infancy, had 
been of the utmoſt, diſſervice to her, —She 


was handſome, and her beauty entirely em- 


ployed her mother's attention: her mind 
was neglected, and not the leaſt care taken 
to make her as amiable as ſhe was beauti- 


: ful. Her perſon excepted, ſhe was every 


way inferior to Eudoſia, who had been 


| taught by her father, (who often ſaid that 
one ſpoilt. child in a houſe was enough) | 
from her cradle, to keep her paſſions un- 
der, and was now in the ſeventeenth. year 
1 of her age, preferred by. moſt people, for 
her intellectual accompliſhments, and win- 

ning Manners, to * n. 2 EY 
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being much hurt by ſuch a preference, 
hindered Eudoſia from going into compa- 


ny as often as ſhe poſſibly could, that het 


favourite might not be eclipſed.— — Eudo- 
ſia's exterior was not, *tis true, ſo ſtriking 
as Miſs Grey” s but when her perſon was 
critically examined, the compariſon was 
not unfavourable to her. She was not ſo 


tall as her ſiſter, yet there was a delicacy 


in ker tout enſemble, and a peculiar eaſe in 


her movements, which Caroline wanted. 


Her complexion was not ſo dazzling, nor 
her eyes ſo brilliant as her ſiſter's, but 


there was a je ne ſcai quoi in her counte- 


nance uncommonly attractive. Her hands 


and arms were much whiter than Miſs 


Grey's, and more elegantly formed. With 
ſuch perſonal advantages, added to the na- 
tural goodneſs of her diſpoſition, to her ex, 


quiſite ſenſibility, to her improved under- 
ſtanding, and almoſt blameable diffidence 
with regard to her attainments, ſhe would; 
doubtleſs, have proved a formidab 
to her ſiſter, if ſhe had been permitted to 
* öÜ—: dx ---* - app 
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appear with her. She alſo played in a ve- 


; ry fine taſte on the piano forte, and accom- 


panied her finger with a ſoft harmonious 
voice: in muſic and reading ſhe took 


great pleaſure ; her ſupreme delight was - 


to walk and converſe with her father, a 
man who, ſetting, aſide his being too ready 


to ſubſcribe to his wife's opinion, a wo- 
man, not always, it might be ſuppoſed, 
from the ſketch already drawn of her, in 


the right, had few failings ; nay, even this 
weakneſs, for it certainly was one, with 
regard to her children, as it proceeded 
meerly from a diſlike to oppoſition and. al- 
tercation, may perhaps, by many people 
be thought pardonable—However, if pa- 
rents would but refle& upon the. ill conſe- 
quences with which the indiſcrete indul- 


gence may be, probably attended; if they 


would corre& them properly when faulty, 
and prudently reward them when they be- 
have in a meritorious manner, they would 
not only be better members of ſociety, 
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ly more happy ones: pride, folly, vani- 
ty, and il-humour, can never make us 
pleaſing to others, nor procure us internal 
felicity. Some perhaps will ſay, that 
conſtitutional vices are immoveable; the 
removal of them may be difficult when 
full grown, but no efforts ſhould be neg- 
lected to extirpate them, before they are 
ſtrongly rooted. If lady Grey, while her 
eldeſt daughter was in her infancy, had 
taken pains to make her leſs proud of her 
perſonal charms, and leſs inſolent in her 
carriage to her ſiſter; more chearful, and 
more ſatisfied with every thing, and every 


_ creature about her, Caroline might have 


been the moſt amiable of women; and as 
much admired for her behaviour as her 
beauty—Mitſs Grey was, in ſhort, in her 
_ temper too like her mother, who was very 
handſome before ſhe became large and 
out of- ſhape. —Sir James had indeed been 
ſo violently enamoured of her outward 
charms, that he did not, till his children 
vey vp, diſcover any blemiſhes in her. 
Ex RE . When | 
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When lady Grey flounced out of the 
room ſhe called Caroline after her, and af- 
ter having told her how well the looked, 

and how vaſtly ſuperior ſhe was to that 
forward creature whom her father had en- 
mn deavoured to force upon them for an ac- 
Quaintance, asked her if ſhe, knew who the 
bold huſſey was. n 
I never ſaw her before, madam, nor 
ever heard any ching about her“. 

A Go then, and get all the intelligence 
you can. relating to her and the woman 
who paſſes for her mother: 'E there is ſome 
juggle between them, ll lay my life. 1 
wonder what your father meant by put- 
ting them upon me: but I firmly believe 
that they have impoſed upon him with a fine 
Canterbury tale: he was always monſtrouſ- 
ſy- credulous. But how do you like Ms. 
owing my dear ; you was never. actually 
in his company before: 1 remember he 
ſtared at you prodigiouſly at the laſt af: 
an; 3 A's 1 dare n he would dave 
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THE FAVOURITE. 29 
talked to the purpoſe, if your father had 
not brought in that puſhing girl.“ 
Indeed, madam, replied Miſs Grey, 


with a ſelf-ſufficient air, if he had enter- 
_. tained any thoughts about me, I cannot 


ſuppoſe that ſo inſignificant a girl could 
have made any change in him. I ſhould 
never expect to be put in competition 


with ſuch a Poor low wretch, beneath my 


"QoHece.” = 

« Why no, to be ſure, he cannot think 
of her ſeriouſly, my dear ; but he may look 
upon Her in a light in which he dares not 
*behold you : therefore, as he may be pre- 
vented from making advances by a reſpect- 
ful timidity, 'F wank have you be a little 
encouraging when he falls in your way 
again. Lord Haverford's ſon may not, in 
point of rank be unworthy of you—Bur 


what do you think of him * ? do you fancy 


him, my dear?“ 


354.3. "OC He i is well enough, 1 aid Miſs Grey, 
5 but I think he iy rather a ſtupid air.“ 
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« Well, child, I ſhall lay no reſtraint 
on your inclinations; I would only have 
you conſider, that ſuch an admirer merits 
your attention. You are nineteen, Caro- 
line, and have had no offer yet: think of 
that: here is Doſſy growing up, and tho? 
there cannot poſſibly be any compariſon 
between you, I know your father is fool- 
iſhly fond of her, becauſe ſhe is like him- 
ſelf; he, therefore, may be in a hurry to 
ſettle her: and I can tell you, my dear, it 
will hurt my pride to . her married 
yy firſt.” | 
' + * [There is no fear of that at all, 1 be- 
lieve, ſaid Caroline, with a ſneering face; 
nobody, I fancy, will trouble, himſelf 
about her.“. 

R In my opinion child, you are * rink, 
but perhaps your father 1 offer her to 
ſomebody.” 5 5 
« Sure, da, me won't «wy 652 mean 
as to conſent to ſuch a marriage — tis 
ext ta .clling or one al. to be ſo married. | 
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 No,—lI will chuſe wy man, let what will 
be the conſequence.” 

This ſpirited ſpeech of her favourite 
. daughter's made lady Grey laugh; but the 
entrance of a ſervant to tell them that 


ſupper was upon table, prevented her 
from making any reply. 


In a few days afterwards, Sir James, 


(who was exceedingly pleaſed with Mrs. 


Cranmer and her daughter, with their 


ruſtic habitation, and with every thing 
about them), as lady Grey and Miſs Grey 


were to go three miles upon a viſit, told 
Eudoſia, when he had handed them into the 


coach, that if ſhe would put on her hat, he 


would take a walk with her to Mrs. Cran- 


mer's. Eudoſia, having in ſeveral conver- 
ſations with her father, diſcovered a ſtrong 


deſire to become better acquainted with 


Miſs Cranmer, with his approbation, moſt 
chearfully prepared to attend him. 
They were received with great polite- 


| neſs, the ſincerity of which they had no 
» reaſon to queſtion, When the firſt com- 


C4 pliments 
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pliments. were exchanged, Mrs. Cranmer 
ſaid to them, Tho? I am very happy in 
becoming acquainted with you and Miſs 
- Eudoſia, I cannot but remember with re- 
gret our little adventure in the wood, as 
it will, I am afraid, make my daughter 
and myſelf more known than we wiſh to 
be: it has already produced a quarrel be- 
tween Mr. Darnly and Mr. Spencer, only 
a verbal one indeed, but it may be attend- 
ed with many diſagreeable confequences: 
and I believe, Sir James, you will, from 
your knowledge of the world, be ready 
to own, that a young woman, who is 
not quite homely, is in the ſafeſt ſituation 
in retirement; and that it is of no advan- 
tage to ſuch a woman to be publicly 
talked of.—But 1 will explain myſelf to 
you, Sir, that you may have it in your 
power to contradict any malicious re- 
ports levelled Sint the charadter of . 
** child. . 4 
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Mrs. Cranmer, having diſpatched her 


Aer to ſhew Miſs Grey her little 


ſhrubbery, proceeded in the following 


terms. 

On looking round, laſt night, when 
vou ſo politely brought us ſafe to our cot- 
- tage, and ſeeing nobody near us, I began 


to hope that we had, by your kindneſs in 


| permitting us to come | through your gar- 


den, eluded a purſuit which might have 
been made, I fancied, meerly out of curi- 
olity, as we have never been ſeen any 
where in this part of the country but at 
church. Next morning, however, my 
ſervant entered the garden, and told my 
daughter that a young gentleman begged 


the favour of ſpeaking to her. Leaving 
her where ſhe was, I ſtepped into the par- 


Jour, and immediately recollected Mr. 
Spencer, who looked, I thought, diſcon- 
certed on ſeeing me inſtead of Hebe: but 
after a profuſion of bows, and a number 


of apologies for the offence which he hack 
Sammitied. 3 I could not. diſcover 
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much concern in his manner for the com- 
| miſſion of it) he asked me if he might not 
be honoured with an opportunity to re- 

ceive his pardon from the charming erea- 
ture who had occaſioned his impertinent 

| behaviour.—As I did not chuſe to have 

any connection whatever with a man who 

could behave with fo little delicacy, and 

i - who, indeed, appeared to me to be ready 

| to repeat his dnthlengea I affected to put 
him by with a ſmile, and told him, that as 
he had aſſured me no inſult had been in- 
tended, 1 would venture to anſwer for my 
daughter's forgiveneſs as well as my own : 
adding, as we like to live retired, Sir, you 

muſt excuſe my daughter's appearance: 
you muſt alſo excuſe my abſence.” n 
making him no curtly, I returned to He- | 
be, hoping that I had by the civility. of 

my carriage, got rid of a man, with whom 
I deſired not to have another interview, on 
any account. It was ſome time before Su- 35 
fan, our maid, could prevail on him to leave 
che _ after n l refuſed a a LE. 


- 
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Iarge ſum, which he offered in order to 
procure a private meeting with my daugh- 
ter, or to facilitate the conveyance of a let- 
ter to her—]I cannot ſay I am eaſy about 
this proceeding; there is ſomething in Mr. 
Spencer alarming: he ſeems to be warm 
and impetuous : gladly would I avoid 
ſuch people, as we are only three women 
here, and as our houſe is lonely : while we 
remained unknown, its privacy was, in the 
higheſt degree, pleaſing to us.— In the 
evening, a farmer's ſervant lurked about 
the door for ſeveral hours: at laſt, he 
gave a letter to Suſan for her young miſ- 
treſs—It was indeed directed to Miſs 
Cranmer. As I have the greateſt confi- 

_ dence in my daughter, when ſhe put it in- 
to my hand I returned it unopened, and. 
deſired her to read it.—“ I believe, ma- 
dam, replied ſhe, it is not worth my 
While.“ —She was right: it was a mere 
ſenſeleſs rhapſody from Mr. Spencer, which 
he called a declaration of the moſt violent 

1 eſteem, e with a very earneſt de- 

| e LY C 1 5 | e bre 
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fire to ſee her.—When I had read it 1 
aſked Hebe what ſhe thought of it.—“ 1 
cannot believe, madam, ſaid ſhe, that the 
perſon who wrote that letter would be 
more agreeable upon a nearer acquaintance, 
and therefore beg he may not be admitted: 
1 ſhall be happy to find you of my opi- 
nion.“ In conſequence of this diſcreet 
reply, Suſan had orders neither to receive 
any more letters, nor to admit him again. 
— Imagine, then, my ſurprize this 
morning, to ſee him wpeing his way into 
the room in which we were ſitting, and 
cloſely followed by Mr. Darnley, who, af- 
ter fruitleſs endeavours to perſuade his 
friend to leave the houſe; advanced to me 
With a countenance in which anger, con- 
cern, and humility were blended, and in- 
treated me and Miſs Cranmer (turning 
0 her as he ſpoke) to hear him, and to 
-pardon kim for re- appearing before us 
gunforgiven for his laſt offence.— As E 
tamely ſuffered Mr. Spencer to be guilty = 
1 ſo much rudeneſs, TI cannot preſume to . 
. SR. 
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defend my conduct, but 1 will ſtrive to 
atone for it hr preventing a renewal of his 
inſults.“ “ Sir, fir, replied Spencer, red- 
dening with reſentment, What do you 


tered my houſe againſt my inclination, but 


as you have both endeavoured to perſuade 


me that you came by way of making apo- 


_ bogies for the affront offered in the wood, 
permit me to aſſure you, that you can only 
render thoſe apologies acceptable by giv- 
ing me no room to expect another affront 
of the ſame kind. — Tou are both well 
enough acquainted with the world to 
Rnow that young girls often ſuffer, tho! 
perfectly innocent, by being talked of: 
let not my daughter then have reaſon to 


reproach you for the wanton publication 
of her name Let me intreat you to leave 


us; and let me earneſtly inſiſt upon your 
„ manner about. 


IS 


* —— 
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mean by this uſage ?? —laying his hand 
upon his fword.—“ Hold, gentlemen, 
cried I, interpoſing, E will inſtantly put an 
end to your conteſt—You have both en- 


— — 


3 


38 THE FAVOURITE. 


her.“ —I faw with GatisfaRtion, while 1 
ſpoke, that Mr. Daraly was affected by 
what I ſaid, but I at the ſame time ob- 
' ſerved, that Mr. Spencer would have paid 


that he ſhould get nothing by an adher- 
ence to an oppoſite behaviour—he, there- 
fore, quitted the houſe ;z and Mr. Darnly, 
after a few reſpectful bows to me and He- 
be, followed him.— Thus you ſee, fir, I 
have ſomething to fear from the indiſcre- 
tion of theſe young men: and if they are 
determined to trouble me with their com- 
pany, I muſt remove from a place which 
is, I own, on every other account, more 
| . meme Bay eee e 
find it. 9 
Sir James, after 1 paid Mrs. Cus- 
mer a ſenſible and well-turned compli- 
2 ment on the propriety of her conduct to 
his young neighbours, told her, that ſne 
was, in his opinion, rather pleaſantly. than 
ſafely ſituated; adding, that any of bis fer- 
vants ſhould ng 4 as guards, if their 


no attention to it, had he not been certain 


| attend- vet. 
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attendance would afford her any ſatisfac- 

tion—* I thank you, fir, replied the, as 
well for this friendly offer, as for your 
late moſt ſeaſonable appearance in favor of 
my daughter; but I ſhould ill deſerve any 
farther civilities did I not inform you to 
whom you have been already ſo obliging. 
— + My life, continued ſhe, with a ſigh, 
has by no means, been a happy one; yet, 
when I conſider what bleſſings I have re- 
ceived, and how much happier I ſtill am 
than millions of my fellow. creatures, 
ought I to repine -I am deſcended from 

an ancient and honourable family, and 
was bred up in eaſe and affluence, . My 
father, who had never fortune equal to his 
birth, being too fond of pleaſure, and not 
attentive enough toceconomy, left me little 
or nothing at his death Having naturally | 
a great deal of ſenſibility, and that ſenſibi- 


_  lity having been encouraged by the beſt of 


mothers, I lamented the loſs of any: e | 
: "_ * deſtruction 1 2 pee | 
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deed had a competency. for herſelf and 
me, in a plain way, during her life; but 
as her income aroſe only from her join- 
ture, I could hope for nothing at her de- 
cCeaſe.— She died too ſoon for me: 1 was 
deprived of her at an early period of my 
life; and ſhould, probably, have been 
thrown into a very diſtreſsful ſituation 
moſt probably I ſhould have been utterly 
ruined—had not Mr. Cranmer, the ſon, 
che amiable, the accompliſhed ſon of an 
opulent merchant, felt an inclination for 
me As his family, however, did not ap- 
prove of his choice as I had no fortune, 
he loſt for my ſake - bitter reflection 1 
| for my ſake he loſt: what he would have 
inherited had he not been diſobedient— 
”, Yes, fir, his father, cruelly let me ſay, diſ- 
inherited him, and left all he was poſſeſſed 
of to a younger brother I did not, I am 
afraid, bear the ſhock which this cutting 
diſappointment occaſioned, with that reſig- 
nation with which we ſhould always ſubmit 
* decrees! of Providence, Ahe ner _ 
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they are, and however we may be afflicted 
by them. I ſtrove, by all the ſoothing me- 
thods in my power to alleviate Mr. Cranmer's 
grief, while he aſſured me that his ſighs and 
tears unmanned him only on my account, 
and my child's; but he fell into a decline, 
and we were doomed to ſtruggle thro' life 
without his advice and aſſiſtance. With 
his dying breath he charged me to take all 
poſſible care of his dear, dear Hebe, whom 
he had named after me. Finding myſelf 
miſtreſs of a very ſmall ſum, when the 
debts, unavoidably contracted during his 
illneſs, were diſcharged, I thought it moſt 
prudent to retire into a cheap part of the 
country, with one ſervant who had lived 
with. me ſeveral years, and who was wil- 
ling to follow; me wherever I ſhould go. 

I will confeſs I was deſirous of excluding 
myſelf from the world, as I had loſt all I 
loved in it, except my daughter. I im- 
agined too that my retreat would be no dif- 
ſervice to her; ſhe had already had a 


good education, and as ſhe was not born 


* . 
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to make any appearance in the world, ſhe 


would, I hoped, by being carried at an early 
age into retirement, learn to amuſe ber/elf. 
From an incapacity to amuſe themſelves how 


many of both ſexes are perpetually vent- 
ing complaints againſt the tediouſneſs of 


time—Complaints which would never 


| ſurely iſſue from their lips, if they were 


not, from the emptineſs of their minds, 
unable to render the flight of time imper- 

ceptable, without calling others to ſteal 
them away from their own thoughts :— 


Thank heaven! Hebe has hitherto found 


employment in her retreat ſufficient to 


| hinder her from murmuring at the dull- 


neſs of it; nor has ſhe once ſighed after the 
follies of the gay world in which ſhe had 
been educated—ſhe ſeems to be perfectly 
ſatisfied with her condition ; and indeed I 


myſelf began to grow fond of my cottage, 


when we were alarmed in the manner you 
faw, fir. I am now under a kind of neceſſity 


of putting myſelf and my child under your 


ä bot F wy theſe licentious 
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young fellows will not oblige me to give 
you any farther trouble, or drive me into 
a leſs eligible ſituation; for I own, that as 
my fortune will not permit me to keep 
company equal to my birth and education, 
I prefer ſolitude to the ſociety of thoſe 
who are neither eee nor improv- 
ing. 95 5 
IE; 3 who had been pleaſed, at 
firſt fight, with his amiable neighbours, 
was not leſs ſo-at the concluſion of Mrs. 
Cranmer's tale, delivered with a grace pe- 
.culiar to herſelf, to every part of which he 
readily gave credit, having previouſly en- 
quired into her character and conduct, 

and found the one as unblemiſhed as the 
other was irreproachable. After having 
thanked her, therefore, for the confidence 
ſhe had repoſed in him, he aſſured her 
again of every kind of ſervice in his pow- 
er, and ſolicited the e of hey 
daughter for his Eudoſia. 
Mrs. Cranmer, thoroughly ſenſible of _ 
1 to Sir James, for the aſſiſtance 
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which he had afforded her, was full of ac- 
knowledgments, and very willing to accept 
of his future ſervices of the ſame nature ; 
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if poſſible, with my lady, whoſe behaviour 
to her had been ſo little flattering She 
had not the leaſt objection, however, to 
Eudoſia's company, of whom Miſs Cran- 
mer had ſpoken in the higheft terms, from 
9 What ſhe had ſeen of her —ſhe, therefore, 
told Sir James, that both ſhe and her 
daughter ſhould think themſelves obliged 
co him for letting Miſs Eudoſia viſit them; 
but added, that as Hebe never would be 
enabled to live in Miſs Grey's ſtyle, ſhe 
1 was unwilling to give her a taſte * 
= do her circumſtances. e ee OTE 
_ Plain, diſagreeble girls, indeed, ſaid 
1 Sir James, muſt not expect to look above 
their humble ſtations; but Miſs Cranmer 
nn certainly, from the beauty of her per- 


ver) where e and they will 
ate e r 


— 


but choſe to keep clear of any connection, 


* 


yon and the elegance of her manners, be 
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probably raiſe: her to the re in which 
ſhe was born to figure.“ 
0 do not pretend, ſir, i Mrs. 
Cranmer, to be blind to the perſonal at- 
tractions, and to the accompliſhments of 
my child! Perhaps I look on her already 
with too partial eyes; but I muſt con- 
feſs, I'reckon very little upon a woman's 
making her fortune by her perſon and her 
parts; I will venture to ſay, that the 
majority of thoſe girls who have, upon 
the ſtrength of their exterior charms, ex- 
pected to be greatly. married, have been 
greatly. diſappointed. becauſe. they have 
forgot, puffed up with pride and. ſelf-con- 
ceit, to improve their minds, to correct 
their paſſions, and to make themſelves ca- 
pable of ſhining. in domeſtic. life, by ac- 
quiring a reliſh for the domeſtic virtues. 
—Beſides, where is the man of ſenſe, — 

the only man worthy of a woman” s atten- 
tion ho will be caught by beauties of 
a. periſhable, kind, without paying regard 


man 
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man who has drawn in her lover to marry 
her, merely by a ſhewy outſide, and her 
boarding-ſchool accompliſhments,' cannot 
rationally expect a conſtant huſband, for 
every pretty creature, bred only © to fing, 
to dance, to dreſs, and troule the tongue, 
and roll the eye,” will be a formidable ri- 
val.—In ſhort, Sir James, I would not 
wiſh, my at preſent artleſs innocent Hebe, 
to make ſuch a conqueſt : but as ſhe has 
no friend except me; and as my death 
might'prove fatal to her, I ſhould indeed 
be glad to ſee her married to a man who 
would love her more for being a. good 
daughter, than for any ee OE: al- 
lurements.” = 
Sir James very Wend ſubleribed to 
Mrs. Cranmer's judicious ſentiments with 
regard to the education of daughters: and 
HH doubly felt the force of them by refecting 
upon lady Grey's miſtaken fondneſs for 
} Caroline, by which ſhe hindered her fror 
Teaping thoſe advantages from her, beauty 
2 the might, if that beauty was at- 
tended - 
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tended with proper accompliſhments, ra- 


tionally expect. 


The return of the young ladies from 
the garden, whoſe company Mrs. Cranmer 


now wiſhed for, prevented any further 


converſation upon this ſubje&; but they 


YN ſpent the remainder of. the evening very 3 
agreeably together. 


Eudoſia, not knowing Mrs. Cranmer's 


reaſons againſt Hebe's viſiting at the Park 
- ——fſo was Sir James's place called, very 
earneſtly deſired to ſee her there ; but up- 


on Miſs Cranmer's referring her to her mo- 


ther; and upon that lady's telling her that 


ſhe-would, when favoured with her compa- 
ny again, endeavour to account, in a ſatis- 


factory manner, for the refuſal of her ob- 


liging e me went home ws her 15 | 


R 


Park, Sir James related to his daughter 


all that he had heard from Mrs. Cranmer. 
Eudoſia, after having thanked him for 


the confidence: he had placed in her, ſaid, 


N „ a | | 
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« Miſs Cranmer, ſir, is the moſt amiable 
girl I ever converſed with, and I hope you 
will give me leave to take all APPArtunincs 
of ſeeing her.” 
At their arrival they Jon nd ur * 
and Miſs Grey returned from their viſit— 
They had engaged themſelves to meet the 
family whom they had juſt left, at the 
races on the Monday following, and had 
Promiſed to go with them to the aſſembly 
in the evening. Sir James then aſked my 
lady, as Eudoſia was gone out of the room, 
whether her youngeſt daughter ſhould not 
be of the party. There is but the dif- 
ference of two years between them, conti- 
nued he; and I am ſure Caroline has 
been your companion at ſuch places theſe 
four years. I am not indeed at all deſir- 
ous of having young girls often ſeen in 
public; but if you never take Eudoſia 
with you, people won't know that I ks 
another daughter. : 
« Oh! you need not Saks yourſelf 
about that, Sir James—you will take care 
TS. | 2, 
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to let every body hear enough of her: but 
indeed I cannot be ſo crouded with girls 
every where: 1 ſhall look Juſt as if I Ok 
a a boarding; ſchool. | 

The tone with which lady Grey pro- 
nounced theſe words was fo deciſive, that 
Sir James, being a great lover of peace, 
and pretty well aſſured that by urging any 
thing in Eudoſia's favour, he ſhould only 
_ provoke a more i anſwer Wn 
her, was filent. 

While the weak and wrong headed mo- 
ther and her favourite were preparing to 
make a brilliant appearance at the diver- 

. flons ab6vementioned, Mr. Darnly, who 
became more and more enamoured of Miſs 
Cranmer, had been 8 to bring his 
friend Spencer to reafon, by telling him 
that as he knew he had no idea of enter- 
ing into an honourable connection with WM 
her, he ought not to give any diſturbance IM 
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to his deſigns, which” "vere 9 of he 
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« An honourable connection with a girl, 


of whom neither you nor I: know any 
_ thing?” replied Spencer, with, a; ſneer— | 
One muſt be in a deviliſh hurry indeed to 


commit matrimony, to go that way to 


work — but I fancy, my friend, that you 
will be off your ſpeed, when you find your 


father not heartily diſpoſed to conſent to 


* 


ſuch an alliance: and fince you cannot 
come at the girl yourſelf in your honourable 


ſtyle, why ſhould you wiſh to throw thoſe 


but of the line who mayſtand a better chance 
to bring ber to. I have no father to Hinder | 

me from pleaſing myſelf.” 
Why ſure, George, you cannot intend 
to marry her yourſelf? : 


183 


Marry her! how your. head Frei a 
Why you don't think me ſuch an aſs, do 


vou? Haven t 45 always declared my 

averſion to any ſuch ridiculous ties: how- 5 
ever, is there any reaſon why L ſhould not 
take a liking to a fine girl as well 15 you, 5 


| becauſe [ . to be ſhackled PR. 
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« You dare not, ſurely think of the 
lovely Hebe without marriage? f 
Dare not? — Take care, Mr. Darnly 3 
you have already ſufficiently irritated me, 
by the prepoſterous liberty you took with 
me before her I ſpared you then, on re- 
collecting our friendſhip, from our boyiſh 
days, and was not willing to raiſe my arm 
againſt the man I had fo truly loved till 
that juncture; but indeed, Harry, if you 
cContinue to be impertinent, I muſt have 
' recourſe to ſome method which may poſ- 
ſibly not be agreeable to you.—lI am de- 
termined to try my fortune with Hebe as 
well as you; do not therefore interrupt me 
any more, but let the moſt fortunate _ 
the day by carrying off the girl.” 
| «6 Never, replied Darnly, never will [ ſee 
you take. meaſures to deſtroy helpleſs in- 
nocence, without oppoſing them—If this 
reſolution of mine excites your reſentment, - 


1 ſhall at any time be ready to give you | 
| the NN you demand. det 
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«Tis mighty well, fir; but I ſhall not, 


ſword, run the riſque of diſabling myſelf | 
| from making the moſt of my time with the 
girl in queſtion, or of running my earlieſt 
my firſt loved friend thro? the body: tho? 

I believe, Harry, I ſhould, by breathing a 
vein for you, cure this fever in your head, 

in the moſt efficacious manner. —Prythee 
What romance have you lately been read- 
ſtrange notions into their heads, fpoil the 

ſpirits of half the young fellows in the 


by expoſing myſelf to the point of your 


world When once they get into love, and 


commence whiners at the feet of their miſ- 
treſſes, tis all over with them They 
grow downright fools, and nooſe them- 
ſelves for life with the firſt handfom 2 
who: comes in their way.” i ESD 
] don't underſtand your :efting, 6, 
eee a manner on fo ſerious a 
wobjech ſaid Darnly, with ſome warmth, 
. walking up and down the room with haſty x 
| eps. „ 3 - 
6 . 1 


* * 
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Spencer not being able to get another 
word out of him, left him; he then wrote 
the following letter to Mrs. Cranmer. 

Ma 5 A M, 

Jam ſo thoroughly penetrated with 
ſorrow, when I think of the extreme in- 
delicacy of my behaviour on the day I firſt 
ſaw you and Miſs Cranmer, that I want 
words to expreſs my contrition—ſeverely 
have I condemned myſelf—ſeverely am I 
at this moment ſelf-correted—for the im- 
propriety of my conduct: it aroſe indeed 
from my not having the happineſs to 
know the object inſulted, but I do not 


pretend to advance an extenuating ſyllable 


However, could you only prevail on 
yourſelf to let me implore your lovely 
daughter's forgiveneſs in perſon, you 
would, I hope, as well as her, be willing to 
Pardon a fault of which I have _ 
repented; and 1 hope alſo that you wi 
on Dn better acquainted with me, _ 
| | 3 3 + © ſend. 
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54 THE FAVOURITE. 
ſcend to approve of my endeavours to 
make myſelf agreeable in Miſs Cranmer's 
eyes: to gain her eſteem is my utmoſt 
wiſh; for on ber the felicity of my future ; 

life _ . 2 


I am, Madam, 


| Your moſt re reſpeaiful 


Humble , 
* ; 
4 v1 | 1 TERS, 
oy . "4 * 3 * 


* P. S. I am convinced that I ought 
not to have ventured to utter the dictates 
of my heart ſo ſoon after the commiſſion 
of ſo great an offence z but, apprehenſive as 


I am of a competitor, I cannot forbear to 


be thus early in my application for your 
Perminton to nt; me mmm” wait on 
Fa „ Akte 212187 f 4 n RE . TE 


* 5 24.4 „ 
* — 
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Mrs. Cranmer having peruſed the con- 
tents of this epiſtle put it into her daugh- 
ter's hands, with a ſmile, and deſired her 


to tell her what ſhe ſhould ſay in anſwer to 


it. | 

25 Joſt what you pleaſe madam, Npbed 
Miſs Cranmer, I have no kind of par- 
tiality for Mr. Darnly; but if 1 had, I 
ſhould intreat you to determine: eſpecial- 


ly as I hope and believe that my dear mo- 
ther is in no one bo mas to pare wy 11 


girl. 9 nt 5g 7 
28 15 am not men my deb $0 yet 1 


kope; I am too good a mother to think of 


keeping: you with me to Rom diſadvan- 
tage 


M$ 8 you W mn dear den : 


| that 1 had rather live with you, in this plea- 
fant retirement, than leave you to be mar- 


: ried 255 the moſt deſirable man in iche 


$ world: 48 
JL e 3 gil Dae 


ir -Darnly: has not yer, made an impreſ- | 
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| fion on your heart :—Yet ſhould your heart 


feel emotions in his favour, I ſhall not, in 


order to ſecure a proviſion for my child; 
act with diſnonor. M r. Darnly has a fa- 
ther, who, undoubtedly, will not approve 
of an alliance with us in our preſent ſitua- 
tion—I am therefore glad, my dear, that 
you are not particularly ſtruck with a man 
whoſe perſon and addreſs are not, I think, 
. diſagreeable, However, if lord Hereford 
ſhould conſent could you ans * to 
Uke this young gentleman? -_ 2; 79111 
| « He is fo perfectly indifferent to m6, - 
madam, that I do not entertain a ſingle 
thought about him. I ſhall always be 
happier with you: than with any other liv- 
ing-creature, in any other place; and wiſh 
not for a removal, 27 . bis — 3 
it might e Hin al 2: x} 26d; 
; Mrs. Cranmer, delighted with ber Heben ; 
tender affection, preſſed her to her boſom; 
and, after having given vent to her mater- 
nal fondneſs, far down" to anfwer Mr. 
hr 28 in the W 8 Is 
Wir 3 ö 8 I * 825 
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Cs 


. « The compliment which you have paid 
my daughter calls for an immediate ac- 
knowledgment : : and to convince you that 
I do not confine my grateful ſenſe of it to 
words alone, I muſt refuſe your admit- 
tance u pon the abovementioned terms, as 


I cannot ſuppoſe they are either known to 
lord Hereford, who has an undoubted 


Tight to be firſt conſulted on an affair of 


ſo much importance, or would be agree- 
able to him if communicated—1 ſhould, 
therefore, very ill repay the regard you 
have expreſſed for my daughter, could I 


be acceſſary to your diſobedience v9 A : 


ſon IS 


= 


I am, &. Ke. 
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| fion on your heart: Vet ſhould your heart 
feel emotions in his favour, I ſhall not, in 
order to ſecure a proviſion for my child; 
act with diſnonor. Mr. Darnly has a fa- 
ther, who, undoubtedly, will not-approve 
of an alliance with us in our preſent ſitua- 
tion I am therefore glad, my dear, that 
you are not particularly ſtruck with a man 
whoſe perſon and addreſs are not, I think, 
- difagreeable, However, if lord Hereford 
ſhould conſent - coud you ing en to 
like this yaung gentleman? -_ 2 wlth: 
He is ſo perfectly be to me, 
madam, that I do not entertain a ſingle 
thought about him. I ſhall always be 
happier with you than with any other liv- 
ing-creature, in any other place; and wiſh 


not for a removal, however See e 1 5 


it might J Svel 198157 Dan and: 

Mrs. Cranmer, delighted wicker Seto 
tender affection, preſſed her to her boſom; 
and, after having given vent to her mater-. 


nal - fondneſs,” far doun to anfwer Mr. 


BZ 8 N mmer: 
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in. 


« The Wan, which you have ho 
my daughter calls for an immediate ac- 
| knowledgment : and to convince you that 
I do not confine my grateful ſenſe of it to 
words alone, I muſt refuſe, your admit- 
tance upon the abovementioned terms, as 
I cannot ſuppoſe they are either known to 
lord Hereford, who has an undoubted 


right to be firſt conſulted on an affair of Fo 


ſo much importance, or would be agree- 
able to him if communicated—l- ſhould, 
therefore, very ill repay the regard you 


have expreſſed for my daughter, could 1 
be acceſſary to IVE. diſobedience 25 "> 


ſon.” 


4 


«+ o 
* * * * . . CS 


H. Cranmen; 


2 Saia hewed An 
 Hebe before ſhe ſealed it, and it was in- 
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ſtantiy diſpatched, with her full approba- 
tion, to Mr. Darnly. -' 


Darnly, opening it with a . 
band, felt emotions not to be deſcribed, 


at the prohibition it contained: very much 


doubting whether he ſhould ever be able 


to obtain his father's conſent but he re- | 


ſolved to endeavour to procure it without 


delay. While he was conſidering how to 


carry his point moſt effectually, my lady 
and Miſs Grey returned from the races: 
the former, with a triumphant air, began to 


tell Sir James with what rapidity Caroline 25 
had charmed the fineſt young fellow in 


England, who had aſked her leave to en- 


_ quire after Miſs Grey's health at the Park. 


* You may be ſure, continued ſhe, 
with rapture ſparkling in her eyes, that 1 


did not reject him: he is quite enamoured 
1 can affure you, Sir James, — He is a 


man of faſhion; a baronet— Sir Edward 


Fawthorp.— Pray let every thing be in the 
Fes order: When men have a deſign 
* upon ,a- girl, they- Kt love to look 
1 * ik I x 2 £1 N CE carefully 
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carefully into her family, and to ſee that all 
is as it ſhould be Where s Doſfly ? I muſt 
give ber ſome inſtructions how to conduct 


herſelf, that ſne may not make her ſiſter 
be reflected on 


« You need not be under any Fu IGTOAY 


ons about her behaviour, my dear—Eu- 
dofin'is a very good girl, but, not being 
quite well, is gone to bed: I am afraid 
ſhe has got a little fever : fancying that a 
raſh might come out, I "oy 1 to keep! 


beer warm.“ 


So much the better: we don't at all 
want her; the will only be in the way: 


but you can't think how handſome, how 
genteel Sir Edward is, bottr in his perſon 


and carriage: ſuch men don't offer them- 
ſelves every day: but 1 thought my girl 


| would be luckly at laſt, Sir James.” | 


„„ *Tis mighty well. Tou have Bir 
concluded every thing.“ | 


Oh no How n you imagine iv 
8 ſhould finiſh matters without conſulting 


| Wy; _ "9 you- cannot. but approve: of Sir 
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Edward; and as Caroline and 1. M. him 
the buſineſs is done, you know,” — 
The remainder of the evening, ill they 
| retired to their chambers, and 'the next 
morning, were ſpent in panegyricks upon 
the charming Sir Edward. 
As my lady and Miſs Grey erpected bim 
on the following morning, they were vio- 
lently dreſſed, and with Sir James waited 
for him in the parlour. Nö was ill 
| in bed— 26 Sind nos Now 
„e arrived, and indeed in appearance 
confirmed what lady Grey had ſaid con- 
cerning his perſon ; a a more ſtriking figure 
could not be ſeen; he was dreſſed in a very 
elegant ſtyle, and his manners were per- 
fectly polite: he was tall and extremely | 
well proportioned; he had a delicate, but 
not an effeminate complexion; his eyes 
Vere dark and penetrating bis hair was 
nne, and his teeth were aaa mw 
and even— 2 
Sir Edward as, a . likely: * 
be a very intereſting object to my lady, 


8 od for her, inftead of felf-conceit and va- 
* nity, + 
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ſhe behaved in no ſhape amiſs, but in diſco · 
vering rather too much pleaſure at his arri- 
valz for the occaſion certainly required ſome 

dundant joy which is oftner the fign of 


folly than of wiſdom z but her ſtrong par- 


tiality far her eldeſt daughter, and the 
proſpect of ſo flattering an alliance, tranſ- 


ported her almoſt beyond the bounds of 


reaſon. Miſe Grey, on the other hand, 


wha no began to be ſenſible of her con- 


ſequence, (preferred by ſuch a man) was 
determined not to let herſelf down by be- 
ing too condeſcending at firſt : ſhe re- 
ſolved to keep up her dignity at all events. 
In conſequence of this reſolution, indeed, 
the behaved with a diſagreeable ſtiffneſs; 


but the did not expoſe herſelf by ores - 


ing nonſenſically like her mother. 
Sir Edward, however, as he had heen too 
5 30 dazzled by Miſs Grey's beauty to ob- 
_ ſerve any intellectual blemiſnes, with which 
no woman can be truly amiable, very luck - 


62 THE FAVOU RITE. - 
71 nity, beheld : nothing but no | 


delicate "reſerve, which he imputed to her | 
emotions on the: firſt approaches of a lover: 
and as he ſoon found out all Sir James's 

good qualities, he become more and more 
ſatisfied with the footing he had gained in 
the family. In three or four days, there- 
fore, during which he conſtantly viſited, 
and during; which all parties grew more 
pleaſed with each other, Sir James; by the 
adviſe of, and at the defire of his lady, in- 
vited him, as his home was at a diſtance, 
to take up his reſidence with, hem for 5 
remainder of the ſummeerr.. ; 
Sir Edward was too well pleased both 
with the father and the daughter not to 
comply with ſo, agreeable, an invitation 
Juſt when he had accepted of it with plea- 
ſure, declared his intentions in the fulleſt 
terms, and made the moſt flattering pro- 

| poſals, Eudoſia recovered from her indifr 5 

poſition, and came down ſtairs, after har- 

ing been very — attended, eng her | 
Wacls, by her mother 


HS * 5 
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by. Sir James, tho? he had a ſincere affec- 


tion for her; as he had been too much 
taken up with Sir Edward, to = with her 
as often as he winnet. 


Eudoſia having heard ul our deal about 


this charming man from lady Grey and 


from Caroline, came prepared to admire 
him; but his perſon and his addrefs ſo far 
exceeded her expectations, that ſhe could 


not check the ſurprize which ſhe felt at 


the firſt ſight of him; and the little civili- 


ties which he paid her on leaving her 


chamber, ſerved to make him appear dou- 
bly agreeable in her eyes. Sir Edward 
had naturally. a conſiderable ſhare of ten- 
derneſs in his diſpoſition ; he, therefore, 
could not help . behaving in the affet:ao/o 
ſtyle to every perſon who ſeemed to be en- 
titled to a proof of his ſenſibility.Eudo- 
ſia, as ſhe was languid after her illneſs, and 
timidd becauſe ſhe modeſtly feared to give 
offence, was the propereſt object in the 


world to call forth his good - nature. Had 


ſhe not diſcovered ſo much delicacy, the 
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weak flate in which ſhe appeared and tbe 
extreme gentleneſs of her manners, almoſt 


„ forced the attention of a man ſo very ami- 


able in his temper as Sir Edward was. — 
Beſides, the ſiſter of the lady whom he in- 
tended to marry, and the daughter of a 
gentleman whom he began to eſteem, de- 
manded, he thought, ſome diſtinguiſhing 
marks of his reſpe& and regard.—Theſe 
marks however, made a deep impreſſion on 
Eudeſias tender heart, tho? they only cha- 
racteriaed the affectionate brother, and the 
polite friend, and embarraſſed her exceed- 
__ - ingly. Sir James, who loved her very 
much, but who had more ſtrong ſenſe, | 
than acuteneſs, imputed her emotions to 
the relicks of her diſorder: and my lady, 


| who had no penetration at all, ſaw nothing 


Miss 


beneath the ſurface—ſhe only thought very 

often that the girl was prodigiouſly in the way. 
mean while, who had a plentiful 

: quantity of low cunaing, ſometimes fancied 


that ſho mide capital diſcoveries; but hav- _ 


5 ing 1 made wrong wenn ſhe "af 
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became fretful and uneaſy.— Sir Edward 
found Eudoſia to be poſſeſſed of a tender - 
neſs and ſenſibility equal to his own, and 
therefore became ſtill more aſſiduous about 
her, without even thinking, at firſt, why 
he was ſo. His aſſiduities at length ſtirred 
up jealouſy and envy in Miſs Grey, and ſhe 
began to be not a little piqued at his paying 
ſo much deference to a Younger. ſiſter, . to 
whom ſhe. did not indeed imagine that any 
attention at all was neceſſary, as 8 ſhe: was 
in her opinion fitter to live in a nunnery, 
than to mix in company. My lady was of 

favourites mind, and often ordered 
Doſly to ſtay in her own. apartment. 
One day, after dinner, on Sir Edward's 

batving: Eudoſia to ſome of the fineſt fruit, 


15 her mother angrily bade her go up ſtairs. 


Don't ſend her away, my lady, faid Sir 
f Edward, ſhe is my - ſiſter, my little friend,” 
taking her hand and. re-ſeating| her at the 

table, while the bluſhed more at his taking 


her part then at ber mother's vnkindaeks . 
Fee befelt her confuſion, and toe i 
be to 
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to render Miſs Grey ſenſible of it, and to 
prevail on her to aſſiſt him in relieving i it: 
but ſhe turned from him, with a ſmile of 
contempt, which gave him no advantageous 
idea of her good-· nature. From that hour 
he pitied Eudoſia, and was always ready to 
remove the uneaſineſs and vexation which 
ſne frequently endured from _ = treat- 
ment of her mother and ſiſter. 
Wuen Eudoſia, who had nen Ki 
| as the moſt amiable of men, ſaw ſuch 
| _ ftrong proofs of his regard for her, her ad- 
| miration increaſed till it npened ihto a 
| ſofter paſſion : tho it was ſomè time be- 
| fore ſhe knew. unacquainted as ſhe Was 
N 7 with her own erung that ſhe loved the 
man, and very tenderly too, for whom ſhe 
had only, ſhe fancied,” cheriſhed a reſpect- 
ful eſteem;—Sir-Edward; indeed, himſelf 
Was, at firſt, with all his ſagacity, det 5 
with regard to her, and with regard to > his 15 
_ own ſenſations,” but both of them diſco- 
vered every hour new qualities of the ami- 
| able kind to attwakt them to, tach other; 
. C 


, — 
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and be began, every hour, to ſee more clear- 
ly faults in Miſs Grey's temper which he 
neyer could have expected under ſo pro- 


miſing an exterior. | 
Eudoſia abhorred every ſpecies * 1 
ty, and had a particular affection for birds 


and domeſtic animals —ſhe was very fond 


of a little dog, which one of Sir James's te- 
nants had preſented to her when he was a 
puppy. Sir Edward frequently with great 
ſatisfaction ſaw her let him in and out, and 
treat him with extreme good - nature. On 

the contrary, Miſs Grey often gave him a 
fly puſh with her foot, when ſhe thought 


- nobody obſerved her; and when any thing 


went croſs, flew into a paſſion with the poor 
creature, calling him frightful beaſt, and 
ugly wretch; tho he was allowed by moſt, 


people to be very handſome upon ſuch 

occaſions Eudoſia always came to his afliſt-, 

ance; not always, however, was ſhe . 
to ſave him from her ſiſter's fury. 


Sir Edward, who had ſeveral times "om. 


5 Nik Grey: diſcover. her ul- humour in this 


. manner. 
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manner, and who almoſt wiſhed that he 
had not haſtily made his propoſals before 
he had known more of the lady's diſpoſi- 
tion, ventured, at laft, to expreſs his diſap- 
probation of a behaviour ſo unneceffarily 
eruel; ſhewing at the ſame time great 
compaſſion for the abuſed little animal, 
and taking him up in his arms to fondle 
kim: concluding alſo from Eudofia's re- 
gard for her dog, that ſhe would like to 
be poſſeſſed of all kinds of animals, birds, 
Ke. he one day brought her à neſt of 
goldfinches juſt fledged, and aſked her if | 
ann them worthy of her care. 
* do indeed, fir, ſaid ſhe; and there- 
fore if you will tell me from what place you 
took them, I will carry them back imme-_ 
diately, forthe parents of this little innocent 
— brood will be quite diſtreſſed at loſing them, 
and I cannot enjoy aye Nee e 25 om 
upon ſuch terms... 5 
10 Ls dear ſneet-tewpered girl, hor * 


n 


ane ber of mind, which. will oY 


| 5 


permit you to be happy at the expence of 
any living creature's wretchedneſs ! but 
tell me, Eudoſia,—(ſetting down the birds, 
and taking her hands in his) were you al- 
ways thus gentle, thus tenderly compaſ- 
ſionate? and will you be ever ſo D tell 


me, Eudoſia, have you never been tempted 

do trifle with a heart which loves you, tho | 
you feel ſuch pity for theſe poor birds ? ll 

<« Indeed Sir Edward, ſaid ſhe, (looking 1 

up in his face with exquiſite ſimplicity, till 4 
his gazing on her made her throw down 1 
555 her eyes, and ob) I have never net it in | 
my power to try.” | | 
WO then you cannot anſwer me, ; replies 1 

he, laughing, or—will not: — How differ- 5 
ent you are from the generality of your ſex, 3 
who proudly boaſt of the number. of their 1 
conqueſts, and triumph in their crueltics ! [ 
but you are, actually, a moſt amiable . 
girl, and the man who can make an im- | 
pPreſſion on your tender heakt, DRE 'Y 
WW ba ny bleſt.” * 18 ll 
; _Þ 
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Poor Doſſy could hardly ſuppreſs a ſigh 
at theſe words, which occaſioned emotions 
ſhe ftrove to conceal by turning to the 
goldfinches; ſaying, with a forced ſmile, 
While you are thus talking to me, Sir 
Edward, only conſider how theſe pretty 
virds are crying for their mother; and 
bow vainly ſhe is ſearching for them.” 
Tou are right, my dear monitreſs ; 1 
will reſtore them: but that you may not 

think me naturally inhuman, be aſſured, 
Miſs Eudoſia, that I took the little wretches 
under my protection in order to e vou : 
1 oinnf 

« I am obliged to you, WY ſaid ſhe, 
5 ſniling on him, and ſincerely. wiſh it was 
in my power to return TOM politentls to 
me. baut 

The conſciouſneſs of not being poſſeſſed Fs 
of perſonal charms equal to her®fifter's, 
whom ſhe never envied till ſhe had at- 
tracted Sir Edward's attention, would not 
ſuffer her to utter another word—ſhe ran 
- haſtily from him to hide her confuſion, as 


as 
# . : . ; ot : : 
W I x þ ; 
* * 2 — * * 1 We 1 * L 
— 55 : \ 4 * 
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well as to avoid her ſiſter who was . in 
ſight. e 
r Edvard. met + her ev 100 veſt in his 
band. 
3 ad}, What are you ec to a 
with theſe naſty little ſqualing creatures ** 
To reſtore them to their mother, ma- 
dam, to prevent Miſs Eudoſia's charging 
me with farther cruelty.” - 
„Lard! What n what ſhe 8 
throw them over the hedge, and get rid of 
them at once.“ 
And have you conſidered what they 5 
muſi endure by ſuch treatment ? does not 
the poor beetle whom we tread upon, feel 
a pang as great as when a giant dies ?“ 
n Well really, replied ſhe, - laughing, | 
you are ſuch. a philoſopher, Sir Edward, 
that there 1 is no talking with you; but you 
had certainly | better fling the creatures away, 
as I adviſed you. at firſt, without troubling 
15 yourſelf about their feelings? 
Horrid barbarity | exclaimed Sir Ed- | 
A o—[ will, agreeable to the ten- 
Od TT 


7 from whence I took them.”. 
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der Eudoſia's wiſh, carry them to the place 


1 


While Sir Edward was employing Kim 


2 elf in this manner, he reflected pretty deep- 


1y on the different diſpofitions of the two 
ſiſters. His refle&ions wete very little in 
Caroline's favour, who, during his abſence, 
told her mother how violently Doſſy was 
diſtinguiſhed by him, and expreſſed great 


diſcontent at the change 1 in his belixviour, 


My lady went immediately in ſearch of her 


youngeſt daughter, and aſked her what the 
meant by always putting "herſelf in Sir 


Edward's ways arid ralking fo 8 | 
with him? 
Eudofia coloured, — ihe TTY 


of Sir Edward always affected her;; but as 


ſhe did not khow in what ſhape The had 


offended; ſhe modeſtiy acquainted lier mo- 


ther with her ignorance about it; adding, 


chat the would very Uutifully Knots all her | 
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5 8 Keep out of his way, then, replied her 
mother; it is your ſiſter's company he de- 
hires, and not yours.” | 
This anſwer was ſufficient to fd poor 
Eudoſia up to her chamber with her eyes 
filled with tears; and it was ſome time 
before her books or her muſic could reſtore 
her mind to its wonted compoſure. 
When they all met at dinner, Sir Ed- 
ward was particularly attentive to Eudoſia; 
but ſhe declined receiving his aſſiduities as 
much as ſhe could without appearing un- 
polite, and very ſoon emed to her e 
ment. f 
The evening ati to be wet, Sir 
q James and Sir Edward had been engaged. 
in a converſation upon literary ſubjects, 
the latter, by way of giving the ladies ſome 
ſhare in their entertainment, propoſed the 
reading of Maſon's Elfrida to them. La- 
dy Grey and Caroline did not think pro- 
per to make any objection to Sir Edward's 
b 9 tho* they would have liked a poo! 
better than any poetical an Nei- 
Vox. I. ED ther 


5 
— $ 


— 


74 THE FAVOURITE. 


cher of them ſeemed to be in the leaſt af. 
fected by any part of that elegant and tru- 
ly claſſical dramatic performance; but Eu- 
doſia was ſo touched by the errors and the 
affliction of the amiable heroine, that tears 
ruſhed-into her eyes, and ſhe could, by 0 
means, compoſe herſelft. 
Sir Edward beheld her eee 
| ſorrow with infinite delight, and when they 


| of retired, began to be ſincerely angry with - 
* himſelf for having proceeded: ſo far: with 
_ \ | Miſs Grey; finding her heart to be as un- 


feeling as her face was beautiful, he wiſhed. 


that he had ſeen Eudoſia firſt, —* Vet, 


continued he, ſoliloquizing, I ſhould not 
have known ſhe had the tendereſt of hearts, 
and was ahe beſt creature in the world: 
| that knowledge I have acquired ſince my 
intimacy. with her—I ſhould poſſibly have 
thought her not diſagrecable, nothing more, 
Hand ſuppoſe I bad addreſſed her with all 
this tenderneſs and goodneſs, ſhe might not 
have liked me—l believe; indeed; that. ber 


- 9 2555 1s. en e e aps | 
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pearance, ſweet down · caſt eyes, and ſighs 
ſtruggling for a vent,—all, ar convince 
me that ſhe Hf 

Under the influence of this belief be 
cen to go to reſt, tho* not without a 
ſecret wiſh. that he was the perſon beloved 
by her Had he been aſſured of his conſe- 
quence in her eyes, the pleaſing certainty 
might have deprived _ ae of be 

poſe. | 
He roſe early, and going into the par- 
our, found Eudoſia ſinging a plaintive air 
to the piana forte, every note of which went 
to his ſoul. He fat down by her—She 
quitted her chair immediately, and wiſhing 
him a good e was * going to leone 
the room. b 
„ Why will youfly from mee 
[ſaid be; mindeddy raking: her hand: Do 
you grudge me the pleaſure I have juſt felt 
from your charming taſte and execution? 
may I venture to- aſk: for the Wha N ol 
; ne * air * 
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Her heart was melted by the ſoothing 
tones of his melodious voice She ſat down 
again, and with a ſmile which rendered her 
inexpteſſibly lovely, began another air e- 
qually pathetic, 


« Dear, obliging girl, ſaid 1 . much 
am I indebted to you for this complai- 
ſance? for the unſpeakable delight you 
have given me? 50 me hear both _ 
divine airs again.” _ | 

While he was proceeding i in ac 

ſtrain, Miſs Grey came into the room, and 
With a frown at Eudoſia forced lere to 280 
ber ſeat and to retire. 
Sir Edward could not a0 ppi her 
oe compliment of deſiring to hear her. — 
She told him ſhe could not play upon the 
Prana forte; She hated: ſuch a dull ſtupid 

inſtrument; it pee made An * 
73 choly.” ot oe 
our ſiſter, I think; ont upon: it, 

aid he, with his heart full * the Oy 
In: een. Tas - 
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« O ſhe is the ſtupideſt of all animals, 
replied ſne; there is no life, no ſpirit in 
her: but indeed ſhe is vaſtly ignorant, 
that's one thing.“ 

Sir Edward, hurt extremely by this ſar- 
caſm thrown out againſt his admired Eu- 
doſia, anſwered, * Suppoſing Miſs Eudo- 
fia, madam, to be the very perſon you ſay 

the is, would you not ſhew more kindneſs 
by concealing a fGſter's failings, than by 
unfeelingly expoſing them? but neither 
your contempt nor your praiſe can alter 


my ce with regard to oor arniable 
creature.“ 


Miſs Grey, really furprized at. c this ER 


e with anger and vtxation “ IJ. 


don't underſtand you, ſir, dar ſhall make 
Doſſy explain your meaning.” 


Fearing that his ill timed encomiums on 


the agreeable Doſſy ſhould provoke her ſiſter 


to make her life uneaſy, he began to be 
alarmed, and therefore endeavoured to fof- 


ten what he had ſaid/ by looking witk more 
| complacency, and giving a leſs exception- 


"a : able 


"= 
* 


— 
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able turn to his expreſſions. . He deter- 
_ mined, however, from that hour, to make 
no more impaſſioned ſpeeches to Miſs Grey, 

as he no longer felt any inclination for her: 
but reſolved, at the ſame time, to watch 
Doſſy very cloſely, in order to ſee if he 

. canta. diſcover for whom ſhe ſighed. _ 
Lady Grey ſeverely chid her for Goging 

ö 3 playing in the parlour, and command- 
ed her to take her inſtrument into her own 
room, if ſhe muſt be erally ee = 
, emERrAEY 

_ .. She obeyed, bes. her e Was ac 
5 companied with many painful ſenſations > 
painful in proportion to the pleaſing ones 
which fancy told her ſhe had. excited. in the 5 
boſom of Sir Edward. De 1 
She ſoon found that the attentions of 5 
this amiable man had occaſioned the mor- 
tifications which ſhe received, almoſt every 
moment, from her mother and ſiſter: the, 


therefore, continued to avoid dim, without 
wan do . | Sx, ct a 44.7 ; 12 
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In the evening, my lady and Miſs Grey 
g aſked Sir Edward to favour them with his 
company upon a viſit to a neighbouring 
family; Sir James ſeized that opportunity 
0 take Eudoſia to ſee Mrs. and Nit Cran- 
mer. 

The evening was remarkably fine; 5 but 
lady Grey finding her neighbour's room 
grow too warm for her, from the crowd of 


company which poured in, returned ſooner 


than ſhe intended to the Park. 
Sir Edward hearing that Sir James and 
Eudoſia were gone to take a walk, ſaun- 
. tered out in hopes of meeting . and 
"was not diſappointed. | 
At the Gght of the amiable girl his heart 
bounded with joy He ran, he flew to her 
ide, while her cheeks glowed with plea- 
| fore, at the wiſhed-for but unexpected ren- 
contre. She never, he thought, looked fo 
lovely. After having paid his compli- 
ments to Sir James he ſaid in a low voice 
to ber, © You have had a pleaſant walk: 


it has given you a colour which becomes 


T * „ : 9 
E ö 
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« We have indeed ſpent a very agree- 
able evening, ſaid ſhe; we always ſpend 
ſuch an evening at * place we come 
from.” -* 

« You have been making a viſit then,” 
replied Sir Edward, with an altered voice, 
which to any perfon of penetration muſt 
have diſcovered the uneaſineſs he Fuer 
« You have been to fee a friend.“ 

« A very amiable one indeed.“ | 
Sir Edward fighed, tho' he certainly had 

no reaſon to infer from her anſwer, that the 
friend whom ſhe had viſited was of his own 


tion in it: however he could not get rid of 
his ſuſpicions —to be ſatisfied with regard 
to the juſtnefs or unjuſtneſs of them he re- 
plied, © Tis a wonder that your friend did 
not accompany you home : at leaſt part of 
the way, as the evening is ſo fine: yet 
ſurely he wanted not hat Tor, an induce- 
ment to walk with you.“ „ 


| pointing out to him 2 beautiful view. 
Dudes 


Sir James here — han. by 


/ 


| ſex: there was rather a contrary implica. 


» 
? 
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Eudoſia had then time to recover herſelf 


from the ſudden flow of joy which ſhe felt 
on his coming to meet her; her joy how- 
ever was damped when ſhe conſidered that 
ſhe could not with propriety indulge it; 


and a ſigh eſcaping from her gentle boſom, 


was heard by Sir Edward, who was not fo 
attentive to Sir James's obſervations on the 
country round them, as to be regardleſs of 
Ber. 


| Softly ſeizing her nk ce vo ngk, 
eried he, becauſe you have left this amia- 5 


Ne this happy friend.“ 
Indeed I don' Win not pleaſing 


enfarions ſometimes make us fight as well 
as painful ones . 


«6 Undoubtedly—The moſt 1 the 


moſt delicate ſatisfactions almoſt always 
raiſe theſe gentle emotions in our boſoms, 
and you have, 1 ſuppoſe, juſt experiened a 
fatisfaction of this kind,“ continued he, 


looking at her as if he viſhed t to read ber 
mmoſt thoughts, - . 


have. e "352" = Le TE ea 2 
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„Would 1 could. ſee this friend x 
- plied he eagerly. 

I would: not have my friend FER by 
you,” ſaid ſhe with. a bewitching fmile, 
„„Do you hear her, Sir James? 

As Sir James was liſtening to what paſſed. 
between them, Sir Edward directed this 
queſtion to him in hopes of drawing him 
to make a diſcovery. Sir James, however, 
knew too well Mrs. Cranmer's great deſire 
to keep herſelf concealed, and had too 
great a regard for her to betray her; he 


ttherefore replied, in equivocal terms, and 


with a rallying tone; but Sir Edward, as 
lovers are commonly the moſt ingenious. 
C felf-rormentors, looked upon what he ſaid. 
as à ſerious confirmation of his apprehen- 


12 ſioüs. He was now convinced. that Eudo- 


ia had a favourite, and that he was pri- 
vately encouraged by her father, but un- 


non to the reſt of the family. By theſe. - 


haſty concluſions his ſpirits were ſo much. 
towered, that he ſaid little during the re- 


| mainder of the walk, tho Eudoſis fe. 


* 
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quently addreſſed herſelf to him; he ap- 
peared in a profound reverie, and was in- 
deed the abſent man during the whole 
evening. 

Sir James's viſit to Mrs: Craviner's was 
a very welcome one, as ſhe had not ſeem 
kim for fome time, and as ſhe had received 
a a ſecond letter from Mr. Darnley, where- 
in he again intreated her to permit him to- 
throw himfelf at her feet, and to ſolicit the 
favour of Miſs Cranmer's hand. I have 


| poſitively refuſed to admit him, faid ſhe, 


'without his father's conſent. He has been- 
" continually ſeen walking about the houſe: 
and grounds, watching every motion: he: 
has attempted to bribe our maid Suſan; to- 
deliver a letter to Hebe, at the ſame time: 
fearing that his deſigns. were moſt ho- 
nourable.— As his letters have been reject- 
ed, he cannot hope for ſucceſs; but I am, 
notwithſtanding afraid that he may have: 
recourſe to ſome unwarrantable meaſures,,- 
and heartily with that my: ee had ne- 
| ver been ſeen by him.” 


* 1 Y 7 
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Sir James again offered any of his ſervants, 
* me told him that ſne would not avail 
herſelf of their attendance upon her till ſhe 
thought their aſſiſtance was more wanted. 

„ will only take the liberty, continued 
the, to make uſe of you both as a neigh- 
bour and a friend, if I. or my PO 
ſhould beina dangerous fituation.” | 

While Sir James and Mrs. Cranmer were 
talking in the parlour, Hebe and Eudoſia 
were not ſilent in the garden: the latter, : 
full of her own ſentiments with regard to 
Sir Edward, aſked. her friend if ſhe was not. 
very much affected with Mr. er s per- 
ſeverance. = 

6c Not dealt”. 

1 Why, don't you think kim an agree- 
able man” | 
«| Nat particularly 17 a bot indeed 3 
have not taken much notice of him ſince 
the firſt time 1 ſaw him, and then, his 
| Rtanding idle and Taughing, inſtead of en- 
dieavouring either to oppoſe his friend, or 


to e kim to deſiſt from bis pur- 8 . 
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poſe, gave me a diſguſt to him which I 
hall not eaſily conquer. A man ſo very 
_ deſtitute of delicacy, my dear Miſs Grey, 
can never, I imegine, be extremely ami- 
able. | | | | 
Eudoſia entirely agreed with her; but as 
ſne could not help thinking Sir Edward 
both amiable and delicate in the higheſt 
degree, ſhe could not ſuppreſs a ſigh occa- 
fioned by her reflections. 
- . « I fancy, my dear friend, cried Hebe 
with great vivacity,. that I have too haſtily 


condemned Mr. Darnly: if he has not | 


pleaſed me, he has had the _ forrune to 
| be agreeable to you.” 

No, indeed, I thought not of him,” 
replied Eudoſia, with a tone which con- 
vinced Miſs Cranmer that ſhe ſpoke the 
truth, but if I hd thought of him, I 


ſhould have been diſappointed, as he is ſo g 


entirely devoted to you.: it is. the idleſt 


thing in the world to prefer a man. wha 


; | places a all his e in che ſmiles of an- 
3 8 | 
1 * am quite of your opinion, wid He- 
5 | be, * 


* 


86 THE. FAVOURITE. 
de, © but I fancy you will never feel your- 
fſelf in ſuch a condition; I certainly ſhould 
have too much pride to attach myſelf to a 

man whoſe heart was already engaged.” 

«© When once a woman is really in love,” 
aid Eudoſia, her pride with, I believe, 
give way to a gentler paſſion: I don't know 
whether you will forgive me, my dear He- 
be, but according to the very ſmall idea 1 

have of love, every ſelfiſh paſfion muſt be 

inſtantly ſubdued by it; and as pride muſt 2 

- undoubtedly be reckoned ſuch a paſſion, I 

fancy I ſhould, were I heartily in for Us, h 

deny think of making the perſon whom I 

=_— loved happy—Don't miſtake” me Hebe, 
a er her ſtart) ] mean innocently ſo.” 

| e believe you,” replied Miſs Cranmer, 

« but yet give me leave, Eudoſia, to ſay, 
that when a woman is heartily: in for it, 
to repeat your own phraſe, how can ſhe be 
Hare that ſhe will always be able to reſiſt - 
the indiſcreet advarices of a beloved object, 
: if ſhe/has not a ſtrong ſenſe of what is due 
0 herſelf, and will not ſummon her pride to 
708 on, _ PS EEE A very ſenſie . i. - 
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dle author, well acquainted with the world, 
tells us with much archneſs, and not with- 
out reaſon, that pride ſaves man oft, and 
woman too, from falling.“ 
Our ſentiments are the ſame upon this 
fubject, Hebe, but I ſhall never, I dare ſay, 
- be inclined to love a man who has ſo little 
reſpect for me, as to. deſire any improper 
condeſcenſions from me—Should ſuch a 
man treat me with unbecoming familiari- 
ties, I ſhould: ſoon ceaſe to eſteem him.“ 
Lou imagine ſo new, while your heart 


5 is free my dear,” replied Miſs Cranmer 


laughing, but moſt men are, I am 
afraid, of an. encroaching diſpoſition ; it is. 


better therefore in every reſpect, to be 9 


guarded againſt them. * 
Euduſia, feeling the force of every . 2 
which her young friend had uttered, was 

| reflecting. daes on. what ſhe had heard, 

when ſhe met Sir Edward. 5 

The next morning Sir James and Lady 

| Ss received a card from Lord Haver- | 

ford, with an invitation to a ball, in whick 
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were mentioned. 


Joy, at having an opportunity to let Sir 


| their neighbours, and at having it in her 


but he ventured to make ſeme objections, 


both their daughters, ann _— | 
My lady felt ber PEAR band: with : 
Edward ſee that they were ſo reſpected by 


power to ſnew Lord Haverford and Mr. 
'Darnly what a fine conqueſt her daughter 
had made. She immediately, therefore, 
wrote an anſwer, but was in ſuch a flurry 
© that ſhe wrote abſolute nonſenſe—Sir James 
did not care to tell her ſo in plain terms, 


and particularly reminded her of her omif 5 


_ fion with regard to Eudoſia's name. * 
1 don't intend to take her“. 
ES Indeed but ſhe muſt — time 


: my Doſſy now ſhould take her turn. - 


| : ward enough; but my Caroline is not _ 
| | married yet: it will be time enough when 
Shi * take the other.” - 


* * - 


wy 


no my lady to take her to every place, 7 
peciallx as your eldeſt daughter is engaged : 


« Oh there's no fear of her, ſhe's: for- . 
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Sir James, who was extremely fond of 
Eudoſia, happening to be in high ſpirits, be- 
gan to grow rather poſitive ; my lady grer 
loud Sir Edward and Miſs Grey acciden® 

tally came into the parlour while they were 
vehemently altercating, te Hall; foe 
Hall not!. — Thoſe were at firſt the only in- 
telligible words. At length they both ſaid ſo 
much, that the. nature of the debate was 
ſufficiently to be comprehended. Sir Ed- 
ward finding it very intereſting, turned to 
M.iſs Grey and ſaid, Do madam, take a 
liberty u hich I dare not, and intercede with 
my lady for your ſiſter.” 
. Se indeed, Sir Edward,” va ſhe 
| haughtily; * will not interfere in their diſ- 
putes: tis nothing to me whether ſhe goes 
or n“. To oblige me then, Miſs Grey, 
for I confeſs [ am weak enough to wiſh to 
| procure pleafure for another rather than for 
myſelf.” 7 
Fou may ſpeak for her m ſir, if 
you pleaſe; the girl no doubt will be 
_ vaſtly obliged to you; tho' I fancy the _ 
Vould like as well to be poring over her 


books 


* a 
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books and her muſic, or e a walk to 
Mrs. Cranmer's.” 
This laſt word ſtruck his ear, and wy de- 
j ceriviined not to forget the name, that he 
might find out who Mrs. Cranmer was; 

but it made him more eager than ever to 

have Doſſy of the party to Lord Haver- 
ford's ball. He therefore ſtept in, juſt in 

time, between Sir James and my lady, 

while the latter grew almoſt too powerful 
for her huſband, and intreated her lady- 

| ſhip with ſo much good humour to permit 

Eudoſia to accompany them, that ſhe could 
not tell how to refuſe his requeſt, eſpe- 
cially as ſhe had not, from his manner of 
ſoliciting, the ſlighteſt r e concern. 
mg: his motives. 

Eudoſia was ſoon informec by 1 "AR 
ther of her being to go to the ball, and at 
vhoſe interceſſion : and that intelligence 

_ gave her the only pleaſure ſhe was capable 
of receiving upon the-occaſion, as the a- 
muſement to which ſhe had been invited, 
Was in her ee e —_— one— — 
8 2 cx TEN 
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Strongly deſirous to appear agreeable to 
- the man who had taken ſo much pains to 
make her of the party; ſhe dreſſed with 
more ſpirit than ſhe had yet done. As ſhe 

always ſtudied the becoming as well as the 
Faſbionable, ſhe came down ready to attend 
her mother and ſiſter, in a pale bluſh: lute- 
ſtring negligee, with no ornaments at all; 
the had a fine laced tucker and ruffles, and 
a ſmall black laced tippet croſſed over her 

neck, which rendered it more conſpicu- 
ouſly lovely; fo happy was the contraſt 
c ccaſioned by it: her hair dark and gloſſy, 


was curled ſmall and high, while a few 


ſtraggling locks were ſuffered to wanton 


| _ gver her fair forehead, and: nothing con- 


cealed the leaſt part of her ſhining hair but 
2 little nos __ wit a ow ade on 

one ſide. 5 
When . came into d 3 Sir Ed- 
ward was quite ſtruck with the pleaſing 
fimplicity-of her figure, but when advan- 
eing nearer, he beheld the dazling whiteneſs. 
* her ſnowy Om he was abſolutely 
 rranſported . 
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tranſported : he could ſcarce curb the rap- 
tures which he felt at the unexpected fight 
of ſo much beauty, ele, and ma cdm- 
r « 0 
Juſt when has was ak 10 a ee 
ment extremely well adapted to her ap- 
pearance, Miſs Grey darted into the room, 
magnificently ſhewy, and loaded with rib- 
bons, flowers, jewels, and the moſt childiſh 


; gewgaws: her lovely face was hardly dif- 
coverable thro? all the decorations : the. 


0 looked indeed like a fine picture in a taw- 


dry frame. Having heard, however, what 
Sir Edward-faid to her ſiſter, ſhe was will- 
ing to come in for her ſhare of his enco- 
miums, and puſhing up between them, 
placed herſelf directly before him, looking 
as if ſhe waited for a ſpeech; but Sir Ed- 
ward finding nothing worthy of a panegr. 
| rick, only bowed and drew back. | 
Stung with his flagrant de the re- 
: Ditto mike kin ſuffer for it afterwa 
: bur then, laified with MTs her reſent- 5 


THE FAVOURITE. 93 


ment by a flirt with her fan, and a mali- 
cious ſmile, ſne got into the coach. | 
Sir James went in Sir Edward's poſt- 
chariot, in order to accommodate his fa- 
1 N 
When the ball began, Sir Edward aſked 
| Miks Grey for her hand during the even- 
ing, ſhe refuſed it ſcornfully ; but by ſo 
doing, tho* ſhe ſurprized him, ſhe alſo 
gaye him pleaſure, as he was, by her ſcorn- 
ful behaviour, at liberty to ſolicit Eudoſia 
for a partner: however, on his paying her 


the compliment, tho' in a more earneſt 
manner, ſhe replied with an honeſt con- 


cern, that Mr. Darnly had engaged her as 
ſoon as ſhe came in. Sir Edward told her, 

| he wiſhed he had begged that favour be- - 

fore ſhe left home, (a ſmile however made 

him ſome amends for his diſappointment) 

and looked out for a lady with whom no 

- gallantry would be neceſſary, as he deter- 

' mined to devote the reſt of the evening to 

- obſervation. He was indeed rejoiced at 


to her, before he made a poſitive del _ 
tion of his ſenthmend/a her favour.” Per- 


$4 ry i 1 8 | | ceiving, | 


— 
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w Grey's having given him ſo fair att 


opportunity. to come to an open rupture 
with her, but he was, nevertheleſs, reſolved 


not to proceed to extremities till he had 


given himſelf time to find out eee 
ſentiments concerning him. 158 

In the dances he took care to wy as near 
Eudoſia as poſſible, to watch her and her 
partner; and he ſoon diſcovered that Mr. 
Darnly behaved with. more reſpect than 
gallantry, yet was very eager to ſeize every 
moment for a little chat aſide with her. To 
Sit Edward's unſpeakable ſatisfaction, me 
ſeemed averſe to His chat, but in every 


other reſpect, behaved with great eaſe and 


politeneſs to him. Sir Edward fancied that 
Mr. Darnly was very much in love with 


her, and that ke had taken this method of 


defiring his father to inſiſt ftrenuotifly up- 
on her being at the ball, in order to ſnatch | 
opportunities to render himſelf agreeable = 


# 
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ceiving, however, that ſhe ſhewed no par- 
tiality for Darnly, he reſolved to avail 
himſelf of the ſame experiment, and to try 
to get poſſeſſion of her heart, if it was not 

pre- diſpoſed of. With this view he in- 
ſtantly began to renew his attentions about 
her, and to double his aſſiduities. She re- 
ceived them with a timid kind of pleaſure, 
as if ſhe feared to indulge the ſatisfaction 
which they gave her: they threw her in- 
| deed into no ſmall confuſion, as ſhe ima- 

gined that all his gallantry ought to be 

_ confined to her ſiſter. She was ſtill more 


amazed at his not going down one dance 


with Miſs Grey, and at his appearing not 
in the leaſt chagrined to ſee her with an- 
other partner; nor was he leſs ſurprized 


at finding that Mr. Darnly ſeemed to have 


no diſlike to his-increafing attentions to 
Eudoſia, but that he rather looked willing 
to become acquainted with him: that 
young gentleman, indeed, had propoſed the 
invitation of Eudoſia to his father, and ha 
danced with her on purpoſe to diſcover 


** 
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Miſs Cranmer's ſentiments about him, by 
converſing freely with her as with a friend, 
as dancing is generally very favourable to 
ſuch deſigns : but Eudoſia,.who, had both 
| too much horbur and too much delicacy 
to betray her young friend, had ſhe really 
| known that ſhe approved of Mr. Darnly; 
ſtill leſs likely was ſhe to gratify his curi- 
ofity, as ſhe had great reaſon to believe he 
mags not particularly diſtinguiſhed by her. 
Daraly, however, perſevered in hopes of 
gaining the ſecret from her at laſt; and 
Sir Edward perſiſted in giving every proof 
of his attachment to her, in his power, 
which ſhe felt to a degree beyond expreſ- 


ion, tho? ſhe ſtrove 26 keep her . to 


enk ES 

When the hor: for returning home 

ne Sir Edward almoſt ſnatched Eudoſia 

from Darnly, put her i into the coach, and 
ſeated himſelf by her. During the ride, 


+= neither my lady nor Miſs Grey were in 


a humour to talk, he aſked her a chouſand 
queſtions concerning the entertainment, 


9 
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and; told her he feared ſhe was over · fati- 
gued. While he diſcloſed his fears, he 
ſtole his hand to hers, preſſed it without 
knowing what he was about, and even for- 
got to take it away again: Eudoſia too felt 
ſuch thrilling emotions at his tender preſ- 
ſores, that ſhe could mae no Len to re- 
move it?: | ; 
During the kr allotted t to ko Sir 
Edward and Eudoſia were both in a reſtleſs 
condition; ; Sir Edward was particularly - 
unquiet; he found himſelf extremely em- 
barraſſed, and at a loſs how to conduct an 
affair which grew ſo- very intereſting, and 
on the bappy management of which his 


peage ſo much depended. Charmed witn 


Eudoſia more and more, he began to flatter 5 
| himſelf that ſhe was not quite inſenſible to 5 
his attentions about her, yet wilhed to be | 
certain that he was not miſtaken, as he 
came into the family Miſs Grey's declared 
lover. He ſoon, indeed, - diſcerned Endo. 
| fia's ſuperior merit, but how: could it be 
| ſuppoſed that he ſhould break wick ker bil. 
er. * N tte 
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ter after having gone ſo far. Beſides, 


may ſhe not impute this ſudden change to 


"| the fickleneſs of my temper, and deſpiſe me 


| 5 5 hex 


for it or admitting that ſhe is pleaſed with 
my avowed preference, will Sir James, or 


wall my lady, Who appears to me a more | 
formidable character, conſent / to my ad- 


dreſſing the youngeſt. daughter, after hav- 
ing made propoſals to the eldeſt? ? 


Such was his foliloquy, and execdingly 
erplexed by the refleftions- Which 

gave birth to it, wiſhing moſt earneſtly to 
be aſſured of Eudoſia's preferring him to 


every. other man, as he preferred her to 


every other woman; he roſe without hav- 


ing cloſed: his eyes, and went into the r- 
den to think with leſs 1 een Pl. 
: = 6 Eudofia} «who: had been 0 * „ 
Fate by his inſinuating . to en- 
joy che ſweets of lleep. went alſo into the 
: * without knowing that he was there. 


- He ſaw her at . diſtance, and imme- 


| S teſolved to make her acquainted 


{ with: dhe difference he had had r 


— 
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ſiſter. I will try at Teaſt to make this 
amiable girl my friend,“ ſaid he to himſelf, 
as he advanced to meet her. 

She bluſhed when ſhe ſaw him, quite un- 
determined whether to go or ſtay, and was 
juſt turning back when he caught her 
hand, and, Vir a tender air, intreated her 

| to Fm him why ſhe wanted to avoid him 
4: What have I done, my dear Miſs 
| Eadofia continued he, to deſerve fo 
ſevere a puniſhment ? Py, 
6) % Nothing,” replied ſhe, with as tend 
a: tone, tho? ſhe did not venture to lift up : 
her glowing face to his. | 
Stay then, and hear me,” ie 
4 J have been ſo deceived, continued he, 
after a little pauſe, while he held her apron, 
1 walking by her ſide, in your ſiſter, that 
I never will again believe woman to be 
amiable merely becauſe ſhe is beautifulza 
_ " Greet diſpolition, an agreeable behaviour, 
and a ſuitableneſs throughout, are requiſites 
which Miſs Grey will ever want, in my opi- 
: nion : yet do not condemn me, dear Dof- | 
| "#2 SC 1 
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| ly,” added he, I did at firſt not diſcover 
the want of theſe attractions in Miſs Carv- 
line, tho' I diſcovered at firſt! infinite merit 
in her valuable lifter,” looking Pune. 
at Eudoſia and preſſing her hand. _ 
Vou may be then equally deceived 
in me, Sir Edward,“ replied ſne, I have 
a thouſand faults, which you will undoubt- 
edly find out, if you have not Werady, on 
2 a nearer acquaintance.” 1 | 
I cannot be of your way 5 thinking 
in this point, Eudoſia— On the contrary, 
1 diſcover every day new. charms, not only 
55 in your perſon and converſation, but in 
your every look and action. In a very . 
tle while I became ſenſible that Miſs Grey's 
many bad qualities would never keep a. 
heart: a pretty face may pleaſe at the 
firſt view, but how ſhort-lived will be the 
pleaſure reſulting from the ſight of it. In 
Juours there are beauties of a far ſuperior I 
kind to, thoſe in your ſiſter's : Iþ beauties 
ariſing. from Aa ſtrong expreſſion of ſenti- 
ment, and Kahle in it, h will give : 
8 8 | | _ "FT 
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my ſoul unſpeakable delight, when all your 
periſhable charms are haſtening to decay. 

1 cannot therefore any longer entertain 

thoughts of Caroline—She has indeed gi- 


ven me a fair opportunity to break off an : 


engagement which had never been formed 
if L had ſeen You before I beheld ber. 
However, as you may poſſibly doubt my 
fincerity, or have a flight opinion of my 
conſtancy, I am ready to ſubmit to any 
trial you chuſe to make of both, provided | 
you. will only tell me, that if you. find 
_ yourſelf not impoſed upon by me, you 
will receive | me , Agrecably. .to. my 
wiſhes.” 1 l 
This was a ech 80h which Ebödofa 

had not in the leaſt expected; and ſhe was 
HBardiy able to ſupport herſelf under the 
agreeable ſurprize which it gave ler. 
From the firſt ſight of Sir Edward the had 
thought him the moſt attractive man in 
the world, and his attentions about her 
had increafed her prejudices in his favour; 
> role the knew the diſpoſitions of her mother 


: — 3 and 
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and ſiſter well enough to be certain that 
they would never bear quietly Sir Edward's 
determination, nor indeed did ſhe believe 
that her father would tamely brook ſuch 
an affront to her ſiſter. She was, neverthe- 
leſs, fo rejoiced to find ſhe was ſo agreeable 
to a man abſolutely neceſſary to her happi- 
neſs, that ſhe was agitated beyond expreſ- 
ſion. She bluſhed and turned pale alter- 
nately, and was ready t to fink under the dif- 
ferent emotions which diſtracted her. 1 1 
wy Sir Edward having watched her atten- 
tively; and conſequently perceived, the tu- 
mult which his declaration had occaligned 
in her gentle boſom, ſaid to her, throwing | 
his arm round her, 132 Are you ill? or 
have I been unfortunate: Frough 0 drop 
any thing to make you, penſy; let Mm 
| lead you, to a ſcat,” . 8 
A am not very well, Sir Bad, 00 | 
hall be glad to fir down,” to api gourmet 
She could. ſpeak no more—She grew 
paler. He caught her in his arms and car- 
jd ried her to. a little ruſtic temple, in which ' 
| Og . 


* * * 
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as ſometime before ſhe recovered from the 
. Aurry ariſing from the abrupt diſcloſure of 
his partiality for her. While he was fond- 
ly hanging over her, he gave ſo many ten- 
der proofs of the concern he felt on her 
account that ſhe grew better. As ſoon as. 
ſhe was in a andi to walk. es role up 
T 
1:7 286-00 11. vou ea ee e e 9 8 
jou have told me,  waether d; Ry pe 
Lor the happineſs of making an impreſſion 
n Your excellent heart 24 4 T3106 16 | 
I cannot enter upon this ſuhject, Sir 
Edward: you are received by Sir James 
and my lady as my fiſter's lover; it WII 
therefore be unpardonable in me to encou- : 
tage you to talk in the manner vou, ds 
juſt done. I. muſt leave vou, Sir.“ 1290 
Ny dear good End, Lam-thorovghly 
ſenſible that I cannot expect to be received | 
by you, till I have actually withdrawn my- 
ſelf from your ſiſter, by plainly, aſſuripg 
"Mex, * will not e I. cavyor 
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love her. —1 will tell her ſo this very day 


utes I only wiſh to know firſt, if 1 may flat- 


ter myſelf that L am not quite diſagreeable 
to you, leſt Sir James, influenced by my 
lady, ſhould deprive me of all opportuni- 5 
ties to learn from your own lips what I ſo 
much long to hear from them. Only tell 
me, whether you can ever love me? and I 3 
will then undertake to bring Sir James and 


dy: ii conſent to your being mine.” 


Id certainly have returned 
an er immediately to his ſatisfaction, 


but fearing ſhe ſhould act indiſeretely, by . 


ieckoning upon what he had declared, and 


| apprehenſive alſo, that as Sir Edward had 


been fo ſoon diſguſted with her ſiſter, he 
would nc t be long attached vo ber; ſhe 

mined on fecollection, to keep her 
emeiments concerning him, entirely in her 
own: mind. Re: aſſuri ring him therefore, b 
that the. could not ſtay any longer in the 
en, ſhe walked out of the temple, and 
left him incapable of following her, ſo diſ- 


20 Ry was be aſtqniſhed at at her diſcou- 


- 3 — 
” F 
* 
4 y T ; "1; % 
a r 3 * 
N 4 - - 
* F » A 
— * 
4 


THE FAVOURTTE. ro; 

10 raging departure, as he had, from the gen- 
tleneſs and complacency of her behaviour 
to him, flattered himſelf that ſne was by no 
meeans averſe to him; her frequent bluſhes, 

eſpecially when ſne addreſſed him, and the 

_ emotions which ſhe could not always con- 
ceal, had not a little contributed to make 
him ſo flatter himſelf ; but as ſhe had de- 
clined anſwering a queſtion of ſo inter- 

1 eſting a nature, and actually left him igno- 
rant of her ſentiments with regard to him, 
be began to fancy that he had been egre: 

giouſly miſtaken about her, imputing her 

obliging carriage and the amiable confu- 

ſion which ſne generally diſcovered on his 

. advances to her, merely to her good hu- 

- mour and modeſty; two qualities indeed 
o very engaging, that they fired Ne het” 3 

more firmly than ever. 

While he remained behind ruminating ; 

on what had paſſed, he began a ſecond: 

time to imagine that his ſuſpicions eons - > 
--cerning'Darnly had not been too haſtily 
15 harboured his vexation therefore, aon 


LAY an: br ene © 
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Darnly's account, returned with double 
force, and he was ſo-difappointed, ſo diſ- 
concerted, that be could nat bring himſelf : 
to make a en creature NE 0 n af. 
fair. Loy: 

Whenthe e te RAS * 
met the family at breakfaſt, he behaved 
pretty much in his: uſual manner, not at all 
particular in his carriage to Caroline, hut 
his reſpectful tenderneſs to Eudoſia was in- 
expreſſibly pleaſing to her: yet as fhe 
greatly doubted his ſineerity, and was ex- 

| „ ecedingly afraid of finding him but too 
agreeable, ſhe affected to take as little no- 
tice of him as poſſible, and kept herſelf as 
much out of his way as fhie could. In the 

mean time Miſs Grey, eee ee 
ing her ridiculous: behaviour, loved Sir 

3 Edward as well as ſne was ls of lov- 

dg any body, and had only treated him in 

the manner already mentioned, becauſe, 

_ from her pride, folly, and ill- nature, ſne 


—— 
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| had taken it into her head that it was ne- 
= an, to ſhew W power, was 23 Fo 
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beyond all endurance to perceive, . in- 
ſtead of humbling himſelf to her, and beg- 
ging to hear what had induced her ai 
have to him with ſuch indifference, he 
more than returned that indifference, by 
paying all his attentions to her fiſter. 
Thoſe attentions . were alone ſolfficar : to 
irritate her againſt them both, eſpecially 
againſt Eudoſia, of whom ſhe complained 
to my lady, telling her that it would he 
impoſſible for her to keep a man to her- 
ſelf, as Poſſy would never let them be to- 
la conſequence of her favourites com- 
plaint, Lady Grey called Eudoſia to her, 
and after having ſeverely reprimanded her 
for her forwardneſs, informed her, that if 
Abe troubled tent any more about Sir 
Edward, ſhe ſhould never ſee him again. 


began to fear that his laſt converſation with - - 


ber had been overheard; was ſorty on his 


account; but reflected with pleaſure gn her 


ts os. ew ſo dilereet as not. to n 
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-an anſwer, which would have encreaſed her 
mother's anger and her ſifl er's jealouſy : ſhe 
aſſured the former that ſhe would avoid 
Sir Edward as much as poſſible; and at 
that moment really intended to encourage 
no interviews with him. Finding, indeed, 
that he had not kept his word, by renoun- 
eing his engagement with her fiſter, but 
that he was ſtill looked upon both by my 
lady and Caroline, as one who was ſoon to 
be related to them, ſhe could not help ac- 
euſing herſelf of the higheſt imprudence i in 
having liſtened to him, and in having ſup- 

| poſed he ſhould ever be any thing to her. 
He ootirog; th never intended to be ſe- 
rious: by endeavouring to perſuade me 
therefore, that 15 was fo; he has groſsly 
affronted me; he deſerves: not to be no- 
ticed but by contempr- and difregard.” Nik 
Eudoſia was hurt, to be obliged: to treat 
Sir Edward with the indifference and with 
the contempt which he, in her opinion, 
merited; but as ſhe conſideredt herſelf un- 


„ 4 der a * of ſo treating him, for the 7 
F, | 9 eee 
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preſervation of her character and her peace, 
ſhe reſolved to ſhew at once her duty _ 
to her mother And ey: n for Caro- 
N Ine. e , 
During theſe unhappineſſes in Sir 
N Mer s family, Mr. Darnly, more and 
more in love with Miſs Cranmer, took 
every method he could think of to pre- 
- vail. on his father to conſent to his union 
with her: but Lord Haverford not being 
 difpoſed to receive ſuch an obſcure girl. 
ſo he called her—as his daughter, gave 
him a poſitive refuſal, which affected him 
JO deeply that he fell ſick. The phyſicians 
ho attended him were not willing to own: 
that his diſorder was beyond the reach of 
medicine, but nothing which they pre- 
ſeribed was efficacious : he fell into a weak. 
| languid condition, and the fight of him in 
that condition made his faxher exceedingly 
ee phn' 5 
Lord Haverford ending that he- a 5 
9 vo relief from phyſic, urged him to take 


2 tour to che n of F rance, hoping that: 
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avro THE FAVOURITE. 
another climate, a new air, and the new 
objects he muſt unavoidably meet with, 
- would. prove ſalutary to him. 

No ſooner had my lord mentioned the 
a to France, than Darnly changed. 
eolour, and deſired he might on no ac- 
oount be: hurried; out of England; declar- 
ing that he could enjoy no happineſs if he 

was not near Mifs:Cranmer,, tho forbidden 
1 . of obtaining ber 
My lord, Who really had not believed 
. ew he was:ſo. fooliſhly fond of the girl, 
endeavoured for ſome time to reaſon him 
Saut of his ridiculous paſſion, and made ſe- 
veral propoſals which might, he hoped, 
| give a: turn to his thoughts, but to no pur- 
poſe. Mr. Darnly, at length, ventured to- 
tell his father plainly, that he did not de- 
ire to live Without Hebe: adding; that as. 
ber mother had peremptorily refuſed her 
CcConſent without his lordſhip's s approbation, . 

ne had entirely given. up; W of! I: 

#4159 N n „ 1 
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My lord left him for a while to reflect 


more ſeriouſly than he had yet done. 
Then fearing, from the great change his 
illneſs had made in him, that his life 
might be in danger, he aſked him if the 
Sirl, of whom he Was ſo fond, had an 


equal inclination for bim: he replied, that 


as her mother never would : admit him to 
- (viſit; her without his lordſhip's conſent, he 
1 had had no opportunity to endeavour. to 
make himſelf agreeable tot her. 
Lord Haverford expreſſed much ſur-- 
_ . zprize at this diſtintereſted behaviour in a 
perſon, who, from the intelligence hejhad. 


4 


received about her, had but a very Nenner | 


income indeed for her ſupport. 


„What then,” ſaid my lord, 4. . 
| you made no acquaintance with the daugh- 


ter? tho' Mrs. Cranmer has refuſed: you- 


admittance, the girl may perhaps contrive 


_ privately to give you encouragement: the 
girls of this age have generally art enough- 


toclude ems vighaner a their. 
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Hebe Cranmer, my lord, is very dif. 


ferent from the common run of females ; | 


6... \ ' ſhe is as good as ſhe is lovely, and would 


on no account be diſobedient, even if the 
PRI but I cannot flatter myſelf (ſighing) 

that I have made any impreſſion upon her 
tender heart; yet were Pat liberty to offer 
mine to ber, time and my continued aſſidu- 
ities might perhaps render her ſuſceptible 


- of that paſſion which I feel, in ſpite of her. 


apparent inſenſtbility; for e 

&. Well then, replied my ford, un- 
willing to increaſe his indiſpoſition, and to 
ä plunge him into deſpair, 95 to e 
// her; you have my eonſear:? 44 
DPDarnly, tranſported: almolt' out of nis 


- fenſes, at this kind permiſfion; threw him-- 


- elf at his father's feet, and paid his grate- 


ful acknowledgments in tlie warmeſt terms. 


That he might not loſe a fingle moment, 


le dreſſed immediately, and hefteved: to 


Us. Cranmer's dwelling. 
She came to him dy berſelf; bur nei- 
- ther the kteration. + in bay looks, at which: 
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THE FAVOURITE. 113 
' ſhe was ſhocked, nor his repeated aſſur- 
ances with regard to his father's conſent, 
could prevail on her to let him ſee Miſs 
Cranmer. You muſt excuſe me, ſir; 
unleſs my lord pleaſes to ſignify his appro- 
- bation perſonally; I cannot ſuffer Hebe to 
appear.“ | 
In vain did Mr. Daraly relate over and 
over all that had paſſed between his father 
and himſelf; in vain did he tell her how | 
much he had endured: from his illneſs un- 
dier ſo cutting a diſappointment : his words 
had not any effect upon her; he was 
| therefore obliged to leave her without get- 
ting one look at his admired Miſs Cran- 
p mer. . 
_ He hurried back to his 8 heh ex- 
preſſed the greateſt aſtoniſhment at Mrs. 
1 Cranmer's behaviour: —“ She muſt be a 
very extraordinary woman! 1 will return 
with you to the cottage after dinner. ; 
Hie did ſo—They both entered the par- 
-  lour before Miſs Cranmer, not expecting : 
Fen oſha lover again ſo an, had time to make - 


Fg Tn her 


„ THE FAVOURITE. 


her eſcape: however, neither ſhe nor her 
mother diſcovered the leaſt embarraſſment, 


nor were they diſconcerted. Hebe bluſhed 


the impaſſionate earneſtneſs with which 


. 


7 


Daroly gazed on her, while Mrs. Cranmer, 
with a dignity and grace entirely unex- 

pected by Lord Haverford, received him, 
. when his ſon. made him known to her. 
As ſoon as his lordſhip recovered from the 
ſurptize, into which he had been thrown by 
the appearance and behaviour of the mo- 
ther and the daughter, he addreſſed ſome 
very polite compliments to them. I am 


Juſtiy puniſhed,“ continued he, for be- 


- . "4 

8 * 
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2 ing charmed.” es 


ing ſo incredulous as not to believe my 
. Jon, WhO has often talked to me about my 
amiable. neighbours, to hom I am .now | 
ſpeaking ; 97 beg we may be better ac- 
_ quainted, and deſire alſo, that Mr. Darnly's: 
viſits may be admitted He muſt have 


been indeed an abſolute ſtoic, to behold - | | 


| ſuch a figure as Miſs Cranmer e 15 
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Hebe's r. cheeks were again in 8: 
ow. My lord then particularly addreſſed 
himſelf to her, told her how much his ſon 
had ſuffered for want of bis approbation, 
which he had withheld entirely, from being 
ignorant of her attractions. 1 hope, 
Miſs Cranmer,” added he, « you will 

now have a little conſi deration: you will, 
sf hope, now pity Darnly's condition, into 
which his late illneſs has brought him, and 
encourage him to hope that he is not a 
diſagreeable object in your eyes.“ q 

Daroly, tranſported to hear his father 
plead ſo warmly for him, and indeed, not 

a little ſurpriſed, at the ſame time, turned 
* eyes towards him, and in the ſtrongeſt 
manner looked gratitude ; ; he then fixed 
them on Hebe waiting for her deciſion. 

With an inexpreſſible ſweetneſs in her 
voce, and with much, dignity i in her air, 
the replied, « Your lordſhip does me great 
© honour by condeſcending to think about 
75 me, but as the beſt of mother's i is intitled 
to. my ſtricteſt obedience, 1 refer, you to 
8 LEE Pl Her 
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116 THE FAVOURITE. ; 
her for an anſwer, which will be accompa- 
nnied with my dutiful concurrence.” 
| © You are quite at liberty my dear, to 
"ay what you pleaſe to this gentleman,” 
ſaid Mrs, Cranmer, ; 
. How conſiderate you are, madam,” 
aid Darnly, with a reſpectful bow, to Mrs, 
*Cranmer : © May I not Miſs Cranmer,“ 
continued he, turning to her with a ſup- 
plicating air, expect your permiſſion to 
. throw myſelf at your feet? May I not 
hope for every ching in time from your ; 
_ favour?” „ 
0 135 « We are quite CRE” to "each. oller : 
55 at preſent, fir,” replied Hebe, with a 1 ſe- 
. rious look; and people cannot be ac- 
| quainted with each other in a few days.” 5 
The coolneſs with which this reply was : 
delivered, very much affected Darnly, as 
. * had flattered. himſelf that every obſta- 
55 cle was removed on his father's conſenting . 
to his paſſion for Hebe—greatly was he 
mortified, to find her not ſo ready to re- 
; ceire . as FOG imagined ſhe would have ; 
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been. He endeavoured however, not ta 14 | 
diſcover his feelings: after having again = 
ſolicited her permiſſion to viſit her, he took 
his leave with his kather, 

When they were by en Lord 
| Haverford owned to his ſon, that the ſight 
of two ſuch women, fit to grace a drawing- 
room, buried in a cottage, had conſider- 
ably aſtoniſned him.—Darnly, under his 
heavy diſappointment, was only comforted 
by his father's affectionate behaviour, who, 
while he beſtowed due encomiums on the 
merit of his Hebe, appeared to be ſtill 
farther ſatisfied with his attachment to 
ON nt . 
| 8 ſoon as Mrs. Cranmer and her 
daughter were in private, the former, em- 
bracing the latter, expreſſed herſelf in the 
55 following terms: © To fee you my dear, 
in a way to be ſettled in fo advantageous 
and fo honourable a manner gives me no 
ſmall ſatisfaction; and that ſatisfaction is 
indeed increaſed by my lord's approbation 
of his ſon' e for 1 have deen ers 


1 
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marriages happy which have not been 
bleſſed: with the conſent of the parents on 
both ſides : yet I would not on any ac- 


count, my dear child, have you engage 


yourſelf to a man whom you cannot love; 
I would not. have your duty and your in- 
clination at variance: tell me, therefore, 
Hebe, and tell me freely, e ny Yau 
think of Mr. Darnly? ?: 
386.1 know | ſo. little of him, y dear 
madam, 21 
That's true, my N but tell me, 
my beſt girl, and be not afraid to open 
your heart to your fond mother: is any 
other man, in the ſlighteſt degree, prefer 
red to Mr. Darnly! „„ 
06 No, indeed, madam, ; - all men have 
been hitherto equally indifferent to me: 
Four Hebe, believe her, would not conceal 
Wit thing of that nature from her deareſt, 
moſt indulgent. mother,” eat . 
Mrs. Cranmer again declared — fatis- 
' fagion with regard to the appearances in 
lebe 8 3 who was no otherwiſe | 
me oy pipes | : 


F 
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' pleaſed with them, than as they ſeemed to 


promiſe an addition to her mother's felicity. 
Mrs. Cranmer's ſatisfaction upon this 
oecaſion was in truth ſo very great, that 
Hebe ſtrove to be more contented than ſhe 
really was, in hopes of increaſing it; for 
with regard to Mr. Darnly, ſhe had ever 
beheld him without any prepoſſeſſions. 


She could not, indeed, entirely diveſt her- : 
| ſelf of compaſſion for a man not unamiable, 


for a man who had been, according to his 


father's declaration, as well as his own, ren- 
dered very unhappy for want of that fa- 


ther's ſanction to his love—She rather 


| longed-for conſent, tho' ſhe felt no ſort of 
Beſides, her mo- 


* 


8 it would be cruel to cruſh his 


deſire to cheriſh them. 
ther's happineſs. was an object of ſo. much 
conſequence to her, that had ſhe felt no 


pity for Darnly, ſhe would have acted in 


ſuch a manner as to promote it, whatever 


me endured from the «alli: A 


dg ſenſations. a 
| Daaly 
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Darnly, half diſtracted at the ak 
| of Hebe's behaviour, hardly cloſed his eyes 
all night. After having waited with im- 
. patience till he thought he might decently 
make his viſit, he dreſſed and flew to the 
| houſe which contained all that was mot 8 
dear W oolrts 1 vL 
Mrs. Cranmer and 3 were . to 
receive him; the latter looked as if the. 
neither expected nor wiſhed to ſee him, yet 
ſhe treated him with politeneſs: bat where 
is the lover ſatisfied with politeneſs alone? 
She ſmiled and appeared handſome as an 
angel: as an angel he gazed at her with 
admiration, but made no progreſs with all 
his tender aſſiduities— She always indeed 
was obliging and good- humoured, but ne- 
ver ſeemed to be in the leaſt rouched.by-the 
.. _ | paſſionate ſpeeches he addreſſed to her; 
neither did ſhe ever diſcoyer any concern 
at his leaving her, any pleaſure at his re- 
turn: his only conſolation was, that ſhe 
exhibited no ſign of avenſon to him; he 
therefore redoubled his attentions to pleaſe 
her, and hoped, by perſeverance, to mae 
5 her feel emotions a to hs on. He 
. . 2 
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actually almoſt wearied himſeif to death, 
lowered as he was by his indiſpofition, to 
think on ſomething which might hit her 
taſte, and fall in with her humour: but he 
wearied himſelf to little purpoſe. She re- 
ceived, it is true, the elegant preſents he 
was continually making her; but ſhe would 
have been better pleaſed if he had not gi- 
ven himſelf ſo much trouble, and laid out 
ſo much money unneceſſarily, on her ac- 
count, as ſhe had no paſſion for the ex pen- 
ſive part of dreſs, ſeldom” wore! any orfla- 
ments, and never wiſhed to be ſeen at any 
of the publick diverſions: reading was her 
chief delight, muſic and drawing filling up 
many of her leiſure hours. She fingered 
the mandoline in a charming taſte, and 
ſung ſweetly to it: at Darnly's requeſt 


ſhe ſung and played, and gave him, on be- 4 
ing earneſtly intreated, ſome views of the 1 
environs, which ſhe had taken herſelf. He iS! 
grew every day more and more enraptured Wi 


with her, but ſighed for a return of "that 
tenderneſs which he felt every moment in. 
e Eager to become e os; 
Vor. * ; | G : the 


a 


* 
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the woman whom he adored, and hoping 
that. when her, duty obliged her to refuſe 
him nothing, he might have ſtill. happier 
opportunities to endear himſelf to her, he 
preſſed with extreme importunity for the 
conclpſion of an affair, about which he had 
endured anxiety. not to be deſcribed. 
Hebe, tho! very obliging, and Aae to 
comply with every reaſonable requeſt, de- 
clared ſo vehemently againſt his precipita- 
tion, that he was neceſſitated to act the ſub- 
miſſi ve, inſtead of the impatient lover; 
but no lover ever ſubmited to the will ef 
his miſtreſs with more reluctance. 
Mr. Darnly's viſit to the cottage was: WY 
known to every body at the Park: Sir 
ede and Eudoſia had been informed of 
them before by their friends. When my 
lady received the in formation, ſhe flew in- 
to che parlour in which all the family were 
| - aſſembled; ready: for their tea, with Sir Ed- 
ward among them, Well K declare I 
never was more ſurprized: can Mr. Darn- 


eee, bee. 
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ſcure girl of your acquaintance, Sir James, 
at the cottage ?” (with a malicious ſneer) 


« Why, my lady, did'n't you tell me 


from my firſt” interview with them, that 


Mr. Darnly would, you was certain, ad- 


mire Miſs Cranmer?“ I did,” replied 


the eagerly ; but 1 never told you that 


Lord Haverford would conſent | to ſuch a 
ptepoſterous alliance.“ 

Pray, madam,” ſaid Sir Edward: who 
remembered the name of Cranmer pro- 


- nounced with ſo much ſcorn by Miſs Grey, 


when ſpeaking of Eudoſia's attachment to 
_ Hebe, « Pray who is Miſs Cranmer?“ 
<< That, J believe, Sir,” replied ſhe, « it | 


is not very eaſy to know: at leaſt 7 1505 


made all poſſible enquiry after the crea- 


tures, and ſo has Caroline, but never could 5 


get the lighteſt intelligence, indeed, none 


at all about them; but perhaps Sir James 
can inform you, Sir; theſe ſtrange people 


are ſome of bis acquaintance; no doubt 


De is entruſted with their ſecrets, tho? he - 


"never: Shoe to let ne into them.“ 
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124 THE FAVOURITE. 
« [ cannot ſee the neceſſity of ſecrecy,” 
replied Sir James, © becauſe a lady and her 


daughter chuſe to live retired; but had I 


received any ſecret . intelligence about 
them, I certainly ſhould not have commu- 


© - nicated it to you, my dear, as you have ex- 


preſſed ſo great a diſlike to them. They 
are the moſt amiable people in the world,” 
continued he, turning to Sir Edward, * and 
the young ers is going to be married to 
Mr. Darnly.“ > 

Lady boch bote be little ad 
-venturer, Plt lay my life.“! 

« Why really,” anſwered Sir James, * if 
there had been the leaſt opening for ſcan- 
dal, it would bave had a quick circulation 
in a country village ; 'Y every. bodies affairs | 


are immediately inquired into, and ſpread = 


with ſurprizing velocity : therefore as no- 


thing has tranſpired detrimental to the 
0 lovely Hebe and her excellent mother, we 


may be pretty ſure, I think, that their lives 


have afforded nothing for the prion. 


Be eee . 


THE FAVOURITE. 125 


Ay, you have very ſtrange notions of 
people and things,“ replied my lady in a 
heat; * but I know what I know, and you 
had better not have brought them here, 
that's all, Sir James.” 

e ] don't remember ever to have ſeen 
thoſe ladies Here L 'faid Sir Ed- 
. 

Oh no!” replied ſhe, „ I ſaw them 


but once, that was quite enough—I don't 
want to ſee them or hear any more about 


them. Sir James indeed takes Doſſy to 
viſit them, becauſe ſhe wants improvement, 


and that's true enougb, but ſhe does not 


want to be taught to be forward: ſhe is 
ſufficiently ready to look after the men, 
and catch a huſband as well as her Pony. 
| acquaintance.” i 


Poor Eudoſia was exceſſively ſhocked a ar 3 


this aſperſion, which ſhe in no ſhape me- 


rited. Her face and neck were like ſcar-⸗ 1 9 


At. Sir Edward not knowing how to un- 
FAX my lady, haſtily removed his eyes 
| from the ONS diſtreſſed girl, to give her 

| e 3 time 
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time to recover. Sir James, who. was very 


much hurt to ſee. her ſo {undeſervedly 
treated, told his wife that Doſſy wanted no 
inſtructions for the regulation of her beha- 
viour ; but added, that if any were neceſ- 
fary, nobody was more able to. gre them | 
than Miſs Cranmer. 3 a+ DEId 
Ay to be ſure, you are an ede | 
judge, Sir James.“ 5 
As Mr, Darnly | is going to 15 mar- ; 
ried to her with. his. father's conſent, . her. ; 
merit is indiſputable. When Aa young, wo- 
man is ſingled out from her ſex by a man, | 
of rank, character, and fortune, ſhe is, 1 
think, very highly complimented: 80 the ad- : 
dreſſes of ſuch a man, at once e her | 
merit and. reward it, Me 8 
The entrance of Tome neighbours pre- 


_ eluded a reply.: but Sir Edward had beard 
"enough to know that Mr. Darnly was not 
. Eudoſia's lover, and that Miſs Cranmer 
"EN was the friend of whom he had been j jea- 


lus: yet there was an infinuatien. he 
e in ber * 4 reflection, ö 
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her daughter, that ne Bad a lover, tho” he 
could not find him out. He was the more 
ready to believe that he had a rival, as Eu- 
doſia had prevented him from ſeeing her 


alone ever ſince his laſt converſation with 


her, tho! he had endeavoured/ſeveral times, 
but in vain, to ſeize opportunites to ſpeak 
to her; neither had he been able to come 
to an eelaireiſſement with her ſiſter. 


Lady Grey and Caroline were both 


vexed and ſurprized at Sir Edward's beha- 
—viour; but neither of them cared to com- 


plain, 


lel they / ſhoutd drive him quite away. | 


Conſcious. himſelf, of the impropriety of 


his conduct, he reſolved to open Bis Reart': 
to Sir James; but yet he wiſhed to in ms make 


' Dolly ſenſible of the total change of his 
ſentiments, and to prevail on her. to "ge. 


fur. 


to believe that ſhe liked me; her carriage „ 


now full of indifference, induces me to 


clate in his favour before lie proceeded fa : 


She once gave me ſofficient reaſon 


think that 1 have not made the wilbeq. for 
1 on her tender heart I m it 
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therefore act with precaution, and have re- 
courſe to ſome new methods. 
Towards the cloſe of the evening the 


company. went into the gardens, which were 
entenſive, and laid out in taſte. Sir Edward 
contrived to be near Eudoſia, as if by acci- 
dent, and purpoſely chatted with her about 


common things, that ſhe might not ſuſ- 


pect any deſign. She was equally. inclined. 

to chat, as ſhe had been defirous of an op- 
portunity to clear herſelf. from the charge EL 

_ brought againſt her by her mother, Win 
regard to ferwardneſs —While ſhe was con- 
introduce the ſubject on 
which her thoughts were chiefly employed, 

he aſked. her if Miſs Cranmer was; wells. 5 
10  arpiable as. Sir. James yy | : 


fidering how to 


nf tn AS 2s Ss 
ro be. | 3 om 


1 


I ſee her with hath eyes,” 3 
Eudoſia 5 121 but ſhe 1 is, 1 think, admired by 
; every body who is enen with her 

merit. 5 5 
1 1 wiſh 1 could have That [5 = 

5 Could you not, wy. dear Miſs, * Endabs, ene 77 ; 
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cure it for me? you are her friend ; give me 
leave to attend 7 to her houſe, ſome 1 
day.“ of - 
© And why a are you ſo eager to ſee her,” 
anſwered ſhe, with an anxiety which ſhe 
could not hide; ſhe is already engaged.” 
* So am 1,” faid he; one may, how- 
ever, wiſh to look. upon a beautiful ob- 
ject. 99 
« You. cannot, perhaps, look on Her 
with ſafety ; ; for few have beheld her with- 
out loſing their hearts; and as ſhe is al- 
ready diſpoſed of, why ſhould you wiſh to 
ſee her, only to make yourſelf unhappy.” | 
] don't imagine that the, ſight of her 
would affect me at all: I only wiſh to be- 
come acquainted with her, to intreat her 
to prevail on you, over whom ſhe has 8 
much influence, to treat me with greater 
conſideration; to be ſincere and open with 
me upon a ſubject, which is in we ghee” 
degree intereſting to me.“ 
When he had uttered thoſe 3 ib 
d them with a particular earneſtneſs, Eu-. 
1 doſia 
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doſia was ſtrongly impelled, by the incli- 
nation which ſhe had long felt for him, 
being. ſtrengthened by his touching beha- 


viour,.to enter upon: the ſubje& which in- 
groſſed his attention. As ſome of the 
company adyanced towards-them, he took 
her by the hand, and gently drew her into 


a retired walk in the ſnrubbery, in which 


there was a little ſeat; he then inſiſted | 


upon her. ſtaying, and hearing him, tho” 


ſhe made ſeveral efforts to leave him 


Dy What will they think of me, when they 


miſs us?“ 


Only give me a few momenta —You | 


have for a long time ſhunned me, but when 
I was with your mether and liſter, before 


whom I cannot ſpeak Only hear 5 
Eudoſia; and then determine as you are are 
prompted by inclination.—T muſt quit the 


Perk very ſoon :- when you are convinced Y 
of the ſincerity of my intentions, you may 
be ſorry, perhaps, that you. had ab 


| 25 e we co CREOLE on PET" i 
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Eudoſia fat ſilent; while he as conciſely 
as poſſible related his ſenſations from the 


time he firſt ſaw. her ſiſter at the Aſſembly 


Room to the preſent moment; aſſuring, 
her, that as Miſs Grey's diſpoſition was ſo 
very much to be diſliked by him, he never 


would marry her, whether he would accept 


of him or not? — The charms which I 
every hour find in you, he concluded, 
urge me powerfully, to give up a woman, 
ſo incapable of making me happy; and 
thoſe charms certainly exklude wy” "rele? 
tance upon the occaſion.” “ | ö 
Eudoſia heard him not with leſs. emo. 
tion than ſhe had liſtened to him before z 
but ſoon. recovering from her embarraſſ. 
ment, ſaid, with down-caſt eyes, and a 


glowing. face, 6 dont know what to ſay 
to you, Sir Edward; you have not yet 


withdrawn your addreſſes from. my ſiſter; 
even at this moment both. ſhe and my mo- 


+ ther. ate eupecting you to hurry them to, | 
make the neceſſary PORTO Tr Jour. 
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I believe they are, madam; but I can- 
not break off the match without quitting | 
your father's: houſe, unleſs he and you per- 
mit me to uſe my utmoſt endeavours to 
render myſelf agreeable to you, —Tell me, 
then, my dear Eudoſia, will you liſten to 
me. Oh, tell me! this cruel ſuſpence is 
worſe than the We en ak bong _ 
caleful?? . -+ 

His "4. bis. voice, his 8 "Te 

| held both her hands in his while he ſpoke, 


ä and the. ſtrong impreſſion. in his impaſſion- 1 
ed eyes, ed ſo powerfally in his fa- 
VvVour, that with an averted face, and half- 


ſuppreſſed ſigh, ſhe cried. Speak. to my 
father chen, Sir Edvard; 1 vill ge she 
Nee 8d 5 Denn dy OE; ; 
# vat- « My, dear, ear girl,” replied. 1 * 
preſſing her hands to his boſom, and his. 
5 nps 1. will do Sa Thing, 6 jnery: ow 
. mine.. nee e att . 
..- OL 15 oa — this wine wen- fad ” 
8 een 104751. n Y 15 . 97 32775 


VVV 
40 Firſt tell me, Doſſy, whether I muſt 
be indebted to your father entirely for the 
completion of my wiſhes ?” . 
Why, replied ſhe,” with an arch ſmile, 
c you did not think ſuch a queſtion neceſ- 
ſary when you any now addreſſes to my 
ſiſter. 
„ dear girl, is ere no > difference 
between your ſiſter and yourſelf. —] have 
for ſome time intended to marry : Mis 
Grey's perſon, character, and connections 
were agreeable | to me; and I could not 
have believed that ſo much pride and ill- 
| nature lurked under ſo fi nne an Exterior, 
But the caſe is by no means the ſame with 
regard to o. my angel: your perſonal 
charms were laſt admited by me: how- 
ever, as they are every day improving, the 
impreſſion they have made on me will not 
be ſoon effaced No, Eudoſia, — your ex- 
cCellent underſtanding, your quick. ſenſi- 
” bility, the bewitching naivers of your. be- 
x haviour, your. dutiful and reſ] pectful car- 
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regard which you ſhew for them; theſe are 
the charms that have wor my foul, and 


fixed me yours for eyer.” 
Eudoſia bluſhed and ighed.—She bluſh- 


ed at hearing the fond effuſions. of a man 


whom ſhe had long ſecretly adored; and: 
the ſighed, becauſe afraid that her mother. 
and ſiſter would take every ſtep in their 
power to deprive her of him. She would 
have been fearful, therefore, of giving a: - 
looſe to the feelings of her heart, had not. 
her modeſty reſtrained them.. She-had al-. 
fo ftill ſome doubts concerning his fi nce-. 
rity, tho” they gave her leſs and leſs diſ. 
quiet. - er, not all the elocution flowing 


from his lips, accompanied with the 10 
quence of his eyes, could Prevail on her to 


Ray any longer with. him; but juſt as ſhe 
was going to join the company, ſhe began 
to conſider what excuſe ſhe ſhould make 


for having been ſo long abſent .. What 


can 1 ſay for myſelf,” cried the with an 


Aslarmed aſpect, and in 4 plaintive tone, 4 


«when: they Uk. me : where 1 have been?“ 
IH 10 * x an. of # TS Ki Sep” A 8 
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24 Say the truth, my Eudoſia,” 4 
he; « I will ſupport you on this and on 
every other occaſion: your mother will 
hardly venture to chide you in public; 
whenthey are gone, ſtep up ſtairs, and ſtay 
till I have ſpoke to Sir James: I will ſpeak 
to him immediately. my 

She conſented to his requeſt las be-. 


cauſe ſhe could not think of any thing bet- 


ter; and only begged that they might re- 
turn to the company Wan Be 

He agreed to that intreaty. 
As ſoon as ſhe appeared, Miſs ; Grey 
pulled her mother by the ſlee ve. 80 
madam, “ ſaid my lady, © where have you 
been/ diverting yourſelf all this while ? 'up- 
on my word you m. rd wonnen asf 
 ridiculons,” . 
'« You muſt blaine ibdeody but me, my 
lady, ſaid Sir Edward, making his ap- 
pearance: 1 detained Mifs Eudoſia,. 
very much againſt her ! inclination : 1 will 
dive you my reaſo op fo for dee e her ano- 
5 ther tim ime, SI 34% i 
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2 1 
My. lady; only replied | with a Soo 


frown at him and at her daughter. - Miſs 
Grey turned her lip at them both with an 


ineffable contempt. ? 
© As ſoon as the viſitors were e gone, Eu- 


db, agreeably to Sir Edward's deſire, 
- went up ſtairs. He then took Sir James 
into the garden again, and explained his 


conduct in the moſt explicit terms; beg 


ging him, with the greateſt earneſtneſs, to to 
| promiſe him his Eudoſia, if ſhe would. ac- . 


cept of him, and to adviſe him' how to 


withdraw himſelf as a lover from, e, 


in the quieteſt manner. _ 
Sir James very readily granted his an 


with regard to Eudoſia . As to Caroline, 5 


continued he, neither ſhe nor her mo- 
ther will ever conſent to Jour . 
with Doſſy . 


e lf my lady could be brought over, 1 
| o.not think it 2 to. ſolicit * 6 
Grey s acquieſence. | Te m 


« You are right, Sir Edvard, but you- 
hag beer lt Carlne kom that the muſt 


LEY 
28 
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 loali on you for the future only as a bro- 
ther, tho? ſuch a declaration will undoubt- 
5 5 occaſion a great uproar in the houſe.” 
I will follow your advice, Sir James; 
*tis an awkward taſk to tell a pretty girl ſo 
diſagreeable a truth: however, to-morrow 
Miſs Grey ſhall certainly be acquainted 
with my reaſons for been her ſiſter to 
her. Wn 

During ſkipper he had addreſs 3 to 
keep my lady and Caroline in converſation, 
ſo that they had no leiſure to quarrel with 
Eudoſia.— They were determined, howe- 
ver, to quarrel with ber in the morning be- 
fore breakfaſt, but Sir Edward diſappoint- 
ed them. Being up early, he took care to 
Walk near Eudoſia's window, and hummed 
a tune fo loud, that the ſound brought her 
forward to ſee who was there He then in 
a low voice begged her to come down into 
1 garden.— She was for ſome time doubt- 
ful; but curioſity or love, at length 
; Prompred him to follow her into the ſirub- 
* in 3 he had * ſo . a 


oa 
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converſation with her the evening before. 
He flew to her; and, at her feet, told her 
he was come to claim her promiſe, as Sir 
James had moſt kindly granted his requeſt. 
She raiſed him with a look full of timidi · 
wy and joy; and. giving him her hand, ſaid, 
But what will become of my ſiſter ? 
what does ſbe ſay ? how. can ſhe 9 888 
85 you?“ N 
Would it then colt you ſo much, Pom 
Doch: ” ſaid he, were you in ber place, 
to reſign me For Aline: me but Gt kt ane 
4 * You er my abetions? eh = 
| ſmiling, by aſking me, another: but in- 
deed, | hardly can tell | what ] ſhould feel in 
ſuch a ſituation. All I knew at preſent is, 
that ! havea thouſand apprehenſions and ter: 
rors l dread the very een of ein 
Oh mother and my.ſiſter.” _-  .. 7 2 
* Do. not dread Any has. my. dear 
| creature,” aid he; d put ſome confidence 
in me: I vill 8⁰ with you; elf your: 
OY e the whole wort: | 
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- Juſt as he had uttered the laſt N Sir 
fa ames came up to them. 

Eudoſia pulled her hand from Sir Ed: 
ward, and ran to her father, —Sir Edward 
followed, ſaying,. ** Do you not give. me 
this dear angel, Sir? 1 

„ F Teely, moſt willingly ;* 3 _ faid Sir 
James, putting her hand i in his. hath ; 
| 415 66 * There, my Eudoſia, won't you. now 
lay aſide your reſerve? won't you. now let 
5 me know what place 1 hold in your heart * 
It is all in your poſſeſſion,” anſwered 
| the, bluſhing : „ and pray, do not be of. 
fended with me, for having waited til my 
father permitted me to ſay ſo.” 
Sir Edward claſped her in his arms, 
kiffed her glowing cheeks, and thanked 
Sir James a thouſand times for the invalu- 
able preſent! he had made him; while Eu- 
doſia's boſom was violently agitated by the 
. tranſports which ſhe felt, —Sir James parti- 
cipated of their mutual ſatisfaction; but 
like his daughter had no inclination to talk 


n er yy” and Caroline in 8 che ſubject. F 
x OE, * e © Eudoſia 


a before them. | 
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Eudoſia would have left Sir Edward, 


in order to return to her own room, 
but he ſtopped her..“ No, my dear Doſ- 
| fy,” faid he, putting her arm through his, 


0 nothing ſhall ſeparate us again; we will 


go in together, and ſhare the ſame fate.“ 
They loitered, however, behind, and fain 


would have had Sir James ſtand the firſt 
onſet; but he could not prevail on himſelf 


to encounter her ladyſhip alone: he there- 
fore entered the breakfaſt parlour but ju | 


tbe atk 118 4 n 


„ Where i is that bet Doſly,” Lal Lady f 


Grey: "ne I can't find her any where; the, 


is not in 1 her own room; but if I catch. her 

again I will make her 2 that, it is the 
ptopereſt place for her; an impertinent lit⸗ 
tle chit, always flirting with the fellows.-—. 
In ſhort, Sir James. you. will abſolutely 

Win her,” ; 

1 Who 12 my . have, 8 


2 more to do with her; I have diſpoſed of 1 
her to that gentleman,” pointing. to Sir, . 


Edward, who that moment came into the a f 


3 


A 
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room with Eudoſia, trying to diſengage 
her arm from his. 

My. lady overwhelmed with aſtoniſh- 
ment and fury, cried, © What can you 
mean, Sir James, by talking in this man- 
ner? ls not Sir Edward engaged to Caro- 
line ? Do you intend to give both your 
daughters to ove man?“ 


No madam, he will only marry Eudo- 


8 : It 
8 Marry het 8 * cried Lacks 
- Grey,. „ are you out of your ſenſes, 


Sir? why he has made propoſals to Caro- 


line; you know he has; you approved of 
them: the writings are actually drawing.“ 


They are ſo, my lady,“ ſaid Sir Ed- 


ward, willing to relieve Sir James, who 
would, he feared, be overpowered by her 
for want of ſpirit to contend with her; 


« but the ſame ſettlement which I Ss 
tended for Miſs Grey will do for Miſs Eu- 


doſia, fince ſhe has condeſcended to ho- 


| pour. me. with the acceptance of ie,” 


8 
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„ But ſhe ſhall not accept of it,“ re- 
plied my lady in a rage; I will not ſtand 
by and ſee Caroline ſo affronted, ſo diſ- 
treſſed indeed: my Jour dear” pt 
Wees to her.) 

Caroline, after having diſcovered chi 
ſtrongeſt ſigns of anger and envy in her 


countenance, which was alternately high 


coloured and extremely pale, ſunk down 


in her chair in a fit; in a pretended fit, for 


ſhe was really too much agitated by her 
torturing emotions to loſe her ſenſes.— Her 


mother, however, lamented bitterly over 


her; and heavily accuſed the two gentle 


men of having killed her dear child, her 
only daughter, as Doſſy could never any 
more have the ſlighteſt pretenſions to her 
affections and regard, de the moſt art- 7 
ful of all liypottites.”” Lol x: 


While ſhe continued raving in b man- 


ry and calling for help, Mits Grey, to 


"whoſe aſſiſtance Eudoſia bad haſtened, 


thought proper to recover. —Puſhing away 
her r from ber, ſhe deſired her to ſtand 


2 4 q 
by | 5 off, 
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off, and never to come near her again, as i] 
| ſhe alone was the cauſe of all her forrow 
and diſappointment.— Not that I value 14 
+ the loſs of ſo worthleſs a man,“ continued = 
ſhe; but the affront he has offered to ji 
me is not to be endured; and to ſee my fa- Ii 
ther and ſifter-3 _ 0 latte me is dreadful Me 
indeed. 4 
Here me d into h a We 
nd wept and ſobbed to ſuch a degree, that 
her mother was frightened; Sir James wass 
- almoſt ſtaggered by her convulſed car- = 
riage, and the gentle Eudoſia was moved i 
= by it; Sir Edward too was moved, but in 
à different way : he could hardly en Ws - 
"00 decently compoſed.  _ | 
When ſhe began to come a little to der- 42] 
elf, Sir Edward thought ſome apology for 
his conduct neceſfary.— Being deſirous of 
having my lady ſatisfied with his reaſons 
for transfetring his affections from one 
daughter to the other, he ſat down by the 
weeping Caroline, and addreſſed her in the = 
2 een terms: — When 1 firſt ſaw you, 1 
2 . = 
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Miſs Grey, and danced with you, I was | 
charmed with the beauty of your perſon; 
and was induced, by the politeneſs of your 
behaviour, to imagine that I ſhould be ve- 
ry happy in gaining your heart; but find- 
ing, upon a nearer acquaintance, your diſ- 
poſition to be totally different from that 
which I expected, and entirely unſuitable 
to my own, I could not poſſibly think of 
paſſing my life with you, and therefore 
believed that I ſhould act -aonourably by 


declining an union, from which no Weber 
on either ſide en n e,, cent 


Lou might have broken off your en- 

gagement with me,“ ſaid Caroline, inter- 
rupting him, © ſince you are of ſo fickle a 
turn, without immediately attaching your- 
ſelf to my ſiſter. But I ſee how it is plain- 


[44 ly enough :—Doſly has been ſufficiently art- 


ful to perſuade you to give me up.—Had i it 
not been for ber monſtrous behaviour I 
4 might have now been happy. 
My lady re · ecchoed Caroline's lat 93 | 
| been. with a me and clamour which 


. almoſt 
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" almoſt confounded, as well as deafened the 
gentlemen. Sir Edward however, deter- 
mining to vindicate his gentle Dofly, aſ- 
ſured them, that inſtead of having diſcover- 
ed theleaſt inclination to ſeduce him from 
her ſiſter, ſhe had been with the utmoſt 
difficulty prevailed on to conſent to be his. 
“ Could I believe that poſſible,“ ſaid 
Caroline, ſobbing, I fhould think her very 
much in the right; for I am ſure the man 
who can be falſe to one, will be ſo to an- 
ather.“ 


e You fay true,” plied my lady; 
_ but right or wrong ſhe ſhall never have- 
him? Iwill not ſuffer you to be inſulted 
by a little inſignificant girl, who is nothing 
at all, compared to you: Aherefone, Tiay ſhe 
ſhall never have him.? 
I ſhould be very happy madam,” aid 
Sir Edward, in having your approba- 
tion added to Sir James's promiſe, but 
ſince I am ſure of Miſs Eudoſia's hand 
Vvuoich his concurrence, I muſt endeavour to 
= 1 be gadefed with bat, till I am able to 


© nan L. 1 H | ; convince 
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convince you, madam, by my tendereſt 
and faithfuleſt attachments to her—(tak- 
ing Eudoſia's hand) that I am not N e i 
ther unworthy of her eſteem.” “ 
« Ay, you may think ſo,” faid my Jay, 
„ but ſhe never ſhall be yours for all that 
yy go up to 8 Wee _ 89 up 
' when I bid you.”— 
P ythee child,” aid Sir Jan; 60 don't 
put yourſelf in a paſſion for mg but 
let Eudoſia ſtay with us.“ 
« No, Sir James, — tis not for heilig 
H aſſure ei ne 1 tay, girl, 80 to 
n own room ?“! 5 
Dear madam,” | woulda: Sir Edward. 
give me leave to interpoſe ſo far as to 
deſire you to a. ee Eudvün e 
with us.“ 
„ ae again; Gr; the ſha? ray . 
and as to breakfaſt, I am ſure you have 
= . - ſpoiled mine, and I fancy every: body's 
eelee in the family, and all on account ; of 
chat impertinent girl. 2 1 e i 2 
5 * this «ſpeech, moved. to- 
nds 8 


— 


3 wt W 5% 


IT 
25 wy 
* 


8 


THE FAVOURITE. 147 
wards the door—Sir Edward endeavoured 
do detain her, but ſhe told him in a whiſ- 
per, that it would be better to let her g0o.— 
I will meet you in the garden,” added 
ſhe.—He confented, but with reluctance, 
and preſſed her hand to his lips 325 before 
The quitted the room. 
My lady and Miſs Grey ſneered at each 
bdther; but neither their ſneers, nor their 
affected diſregard of him, could make him 
omit the proper civilities to them. 
As ſoon as breakfaſt was over, Caroline 
5 retired, in ſorrow, to her apartment, and 
my lady went to cold Deofſy well, (accord- 
ing to her own language) for her monſtrous 
aſſurance.Doſſy, tho” really concerned at 


having occaſioned ſo much uneaſineſs, wass 
too well ſatisfied with Sir Edward's tender- WM 
' neſs for her, to make herſelf unhappy _— [i 
© about it: theill-treatment, however, which Dil 


| ſhe had received on hᷣis account urged him 
do haſten his marriage, that he might re- 
move her from a & BOW: 2 in which ſhe had 


” e 
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no reaſon to expect any peace, and to put 


his own under her management. | 
While they were in this ſituation, the 


| | ſudden illneſs of Miſs Grey, either real or 


counterfeited, prevented Sir James from 


agreeing to make Sir Edward completely 
happy with his Eudoſia, ſo ſoon as he 
wiſhed to be: my lady indeed ſwore ſhe 


never ſhould have him; but he got Sir 


* ames to promiſe not to pay any regard to 
her anger. However, as Caroline was ſaid 
to be dangerouſly indiſpoſed, Eudoſia her- 
ſelf deſired chat matters might not be we 
Tied. | 

During this Little buſtle in Sir Jane's 8 
family, Darnly gained no ground at all 
with Miſs Cranmer : the was ſtill the cold, 
ſtill the inſenſible, reſerved Hebe: and by 
her diſcouraging behaviour made her lover 


very unhappy, though he had no reaſon to 
complain of any thing but the want of that 
'  ardor for him, which he felt at the ſight of 


; her—She continually withdrew herſelf from 
bis arms, whenever he N the moſt 


f 
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modeſt embrace—She never gave him her 
hand without a viſible reluctance, and 


whenever he ſeized it abruptly, drew it 


back. At firſt he imputed her ſhyneſs to 


a natural reſerve, and to the privacy of 


her way of life, but his repeated endear- 
ments made ſo little impreſſions upon her 
that he began to think ſhe was either of a 
remarkable cold conſtitution, or elſe had a 
particular averſion to him Of every 


method which love ſuggeſted did he avait 
himſelf, in order to warm her boſom with: 


paſſion equal to that which.glowed in bis 
breaft, but to no purpoſe—— When he 
held her hand in his, when he for' hours 
hung over enraptured, and gazed upon her 


with ecſtatic emotion, not to be defcribed,. 
| the ſeemed rather confuſed than pleaſed, 
and turning from him abaſhed, ftrove to fix 
her attention upon ſomething elſe. 


Sitting by her one day upon a pleaſant 


bench in the garden, he tied up ſome 


flowers which he had juſt been gathering, 


— 


into a nue. placed them in her ſtoma· 


H. 3. cher, 
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cher, as he knew ſhe was very fond of 
them, and looking on her in the tendereſt 
manner, told her, i in the true ſpirit of gal- 
lantry, how ſuperior her beauties were to 
thoſe which her noſegay diſplayed. « Your 


forehead,” continued he © is whiter than 
the whiteſt lilly, your cheek out-bluſhes 
the molt blooming roſe, and you are infi- 
nitely ſweeter than the moſt fragrant flow- 
ers, tho the odour are heightened by 
their being ſo happily ſituated.” Stoop- 
ing to ſmell them putting back his head 
with her hand, —tho' there was really no 
indelicacy nor impropriety in is behaviour. 


as they were circumſtanced, ſhe ſaid in a 
| louder ſtrain than uſval,. 66. You. come too 


% 


Mr Dank”. io Sort. 
Not now, my e 1 oe | Te. 


* plied he, taking her hand ſoftly. to make 


his peace with her, May I not, ſo near wg | 


completion of my. happineſs, expect a few 
indulgencies? I will not aſk any thing 


which my Hebe ought to refuſe - bu 2 
elt, . angel, a. tender kiſs now a 
£1 1 dea 1 
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then may be allowed me—l had indeed 
flattered myſelf, ” added he with a ſigh, 
that my charming Miſs Cranmer would 
have received my endearments with plea- 
ſure,—never did I expect to be repulſed 
on their being not improperly offered.” 

] beg the favour of you, ſir,” ſaid ſhe 
gravely, not to take ſuch freedoms with 


me,” 
ohe then Sh and Sealked 1 to the-houſe. 


In this manner ſhe always behaved when- 
ever he ſeemed to expect the ſlighteſt proof 
of her tenderneſs. He ſometimes there- 
fore imagined, that Lord Haverford's firit 
reſuſal hag diſguſted her; but then, the 
admiration he expreſſed after he had ſeen 
her, made him believe he was miſtaken. — 
Lord Haverford indeed was ſo far of his 
ſon's opinion, as to think her a very lovely 
girl; but as he could not bring himſelf to 
reliſh an alliance with ſuch obſcure people, 
he employed a friend, (who upon his men- 
tioning his ſon's intended marriage, ſaid, 
he vas acquainted with him) to inform Mr. 


„ 4 1 Cranmer, 
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Cranmer, (Hebe's uncle) of his niece's 
going to be ſo well married, and to expreſs 
his ſurpriſe that he had never taken any 
notice of ſo fine a girl, who was ſo Toney” 
related to him. | 


Mr. Cranmer, who had been, Rom his 


brother's firſt diſobliging his father, by 
marrying Hebe's mother, always ſet againſt 
her by his whole family, replied, © I know 
nothing of the girl, not I, becauſe I vow- 
ed to have no ſort of connection with the 
mother, but if 1 can ſee the one without. 
the other, I have nothing to ſay againſt it. 
« Why then;” ſaid Mr. Myers, who had 
-- undertaken to conduct this buſineſs, « don't | 
you ſend for her to your houſe? an alli- 
ance with Lord Haverford ought to be 
eſteemed an honour to your family, and 
his Lordſhip would certainly be more wil- 
lng to receive a daughter from a man of 
Your fortune and appearance, than from a 


mother who lives in an obſcure way, and : x: 
cannot appear by any means ſuitably | to . 


her Caughter's "os rank owe oi: 
% | : W. 


THE FAVOURITE. 133 


Mr. Cranmer being one of thoſe men 
who look upon the ſatisfaction ariſing. 
from riches and honour; as the greateſt in 
this world, the only one to be valued, lif-- 
tened to Mr. Myers's propofal, and faid: 

he. would think about it; but on no ac-- 


count whatever would he ſee his brothers 
widow :- and as Lord Haverford made the 
reconciliation between them no part of his 
friend's commiſſion he di 1 n en _ 


on it. 55 
Mrs. Cranmer, who was ks ignorant 


of the tranſactions relating to her daugh». 
ter, but who was inexpreſſibly delighted 
with the thoughts of ſeeing her. well diſ- 
poſed of before ſhe died, only wiſhed that 
Hebe had diſeovered more pleaſure on her 
approaching good fortune; yet as Mr Darn»: 
ly was an unexceptionable character, ſhe- 
ſtill hoped to ſee her look on him wich 
more favourable eyes, and ſtrove by a 


number of little chearful ſehemes for their 
mutual amuſement, to render them as pleaſ- 
1 * with each other, as ſhe longed to behold. 


* * . them.. 


| 


Sy. 
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them, With this view, ſhe always ſeized 
every opportunity to praiſe Darnly to her 
daughter, to enhance the value of all his 
little pieces of gallantry, and each mark of 
- tenderneſs which he diſcovered for her; en- 
deavouring by ſuch a conduct to make He- 
de own that ſhe was charmed with his af 
ſiduities; but in vain.—Yet- Miſs Cranmer 
did not once accuſe her lover of any omiſ- 
ſion to render himſelf agreeable, nor 
indeed did ſhe find the leaſt fault wich | 
him, — ſhe never dropped the ſlighteſt ex- 
preſſion againſt him, never appeared dif: 
ſatisfied with his behaviour, but when he 
attempted to ſnatch a few ardent kiſſes, — 
neither did ſhe'to Eudoſia make any com- 
plaint about him: ſhe only faid to her one 
day, with a faint ſmile, after having been 
informed by her of what had paſfed be- 
tween her and Sir Edward Fawthorp, you 
are happy my dear Eudoſia, in going to be 
married to the man whem Los would have | | 
choſen from all the world.“! 
Mrs. C 1 who ſat by, knee, 
teh, 2 5 — . . ul 


— 


replied, & are you not my dear going to be 
3 4 in the ſame. way?“ | 
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*I ſay nothing of Mr. Darnly, weden 
anſwered ſhe very gravely, but I viſt... 


not to be married at all.” e 1 


- 


1 Smile, * F an eee more 8 beſeech 
„ ao ro 


Mrs. Cranmer ſeemed to be exceedingly 
concerned at this reply. —Eudoſia who was 
all vivacity, cried with a lively air, „well, 
my dear Hebe, had you ever ſeen Sir Ed- 


ward Fawthorp, I dare believe you would ; 


not have been ſo indifferent.”: 
«I am glad then ſhe never bas ſeen him, 


| ad Mrs Cranmer, for as he has fixed up- 


on you, the interview would have been ve- 


ry unfortunate for my poor girl.“ [ 
Say rather for me, madam, cried = | 
Eudoſia, ſmiling; for had he once ſen 
Miſs: Cranmer, be never would have be- 
ſtowed a thought on me nay I even 
tremble this moment, to think of his be- 
coming acquainted with her.“ 


„ Fie Eudoſia,“ ſaid Hebe, with a 3 


never ſeen beauty before, yet he looked at 
her with the greateſt reſpect; he was awe- 
ſtruck, he beheld her with veneration— 
In the ſame manner was he effected by 
Mrs. Cranmer's appearance, who, by the 
| affetionate FRO the ding * Hebe 
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vou, or I ſhall be aſhamed to. meet Sir 
Edward. - | 


The day after chis little f 7 being 


ies, Mrs. Cranmer and Miſs. went as 
uſual to Church, —the rector as they were 
ſtrangers, and made a genteel appearance, 


had always complimented them with a 


place in his pew.— They had not been | 


long ſeated when a gentleman came up 


the ile, and was immediately admitted 
into the ſame pew; Mrs. Dawſon the Rec- 


tor's. wife, to whom he ſeemed not to be 


unk nown, treated him with great reſpect, 
calling him my Lord whenever ok to. . 

her before the. ſervice began. He be. 
haved with the utmoſt politeneſs to Mrs. 2 
. Dawſon, but Hebe chiefly employed his 


attention: he looked at her as if he had 


ef, 
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every now and then, evidently belonged to- 
her: nor could Hebe ſee the polite ſtran- 


ger without feeling ſome emotions in his. 
favour, as he was in bvr eyes the moſt ami- 


able man ſhe had ever feen :—he was in- 
deed extremely handſome, without being 
in the leaſt effeminate: there was a great 
deal of the Adonis, but nothing of the 
Coxcomb in him; he had a very elegant 
1 of features, very genteelly ranged, and 
kis dark eyes were ſtrongly expreſſive of 


the moſt delicate ſenſibility ;—his hair was 


_ remackably fine, and his mouth, when- 
ever he ſmiled; was charming beyond all 
deſcription :—with this enchanting caun-- 


tenance he had a commanding dignity in 
his air, which at once pronounced him to· 
5 be, a man of the firſt faſhion. 3 


As ſoon as the ſervice was over, Mrs. 

Cranmer baving her reafons for ſo doing, 
walked out of the church, directly follow- 
ed by her daughter, who left the pew with 
'a ſort of reluctance which ſhe had never 
felt before; ; and which ſhe could not 1 
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fibly, account for.— She followed ner mo 
ther flowly,” and with downcaſt eyes,. 
prompted to turn her head as the heard 


< 


the ſound of feet behind her, ſhe was dif- 


appointed, for ſhe ſaw nobody but the 


clerk; ſhe ſighed, and endeavoured { 


quicken her ſteps after her mother, who 


ſhe found wiſhed very much 15 her epi | 


ing to be'at home. 


W hen they reached the cottage; Mrs. 


7 Cranmer Kindly aſked her daughter, as 
ſhe had never - obſerved her quite ſo 


PE thoughtful, and as ſhe had not opened 
her lips during their walk; if the was nor 


well. — : 
{200} I am exceedingly low Pee ma- 


dam,“ replied mo ant went 1 into her 


J © 


own, apartment. 
Lord Fi Tampron, (che e do 


had fat with them at church, no ſooner 
| faw the ladies out of hearing, than he aſk- 


, ed Mrs. Dawſon. b ben were; rent 5 


13 15 3. 


x5 the youngeſt of . — * 1 
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„ She is indeed, faid Mrs. Dawſon, ex- 
tremely handſome, and not only ſo, but 
a very good young lady—ſhe is the moft 


dutiful and affectionate of daughters to the 
| beſt and fondeſt of mothers, Mrs. Cran- 


mer; and Miſs Hebe is ſoon to be married 


to Mr. Darnly, Lord Haverford's ſon.“ 
Lord Frampton who had only waited 
for her name in order to follow her, on 


hearing that ſhe was engaged, ſtopped, 


and looked diſconcerted :—after a pauſe, 
he aſked Mrs. Dawſon how long ſhe had 


been engaged, and whether Mr. Darnly 
was agreeable enough to expect a return 


of love from ſuch an amiable girl. 

He is reckoned very handſome, repli- 
ed ſhe, and is extravagantly fond of Miſs 
 Cranmer.” 

No a ſaid he ſoftly to himſelf, 
and took his leave directly, but inſtead of 
following Mrs. Cranmer, went home. 

Lord Frampton had not been for above 
a year in that part of the country; but as 


A orgs relation whom he viſited there, 
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Had 1 and left him his eſtate, he was 
come to ſtay a few weeks, to give inſtruc- 
tions about it.— On this occaſion com- 
menced his acquaintance with Mr. and 


Mrs. Dawſon, to whom he always behav- 


ed very genteelly. _ 

After dinner, Mrs. and Miſs Cratimer: 
went again. to church, with their cuſtomary. 
punctuality, but no Lord Frampton wal 
peared. 

In the evening of the ng day, Mr... 
Darnly came as uſual, —he flew with par- 
ticular eagerneſs to Hebe, and. told her 
that he had heard her uncle intended to 
ſend for her, and to acknowledge her for 
his niece; adding. Now. don't K give 
you. a great deal of pleaſure by this Intel. 
: yo?” e 
_ . She replied with a ſpirit the: 
him, I have never done any thing, Sir, 
which ought to make my uncle unwilling to 
own me, and I muſt be his niece whether 
he chuſes to acknowledge me or not; but 


5 Teufen I ſhall with the greateſt reluftance 
leparate- ” . 
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ſeparate myſelf. from a mother to whom 1 


am under infinite obligations, for having 
educated me with ſo much care, and for 
having ever diſcovered ſo ſincere an affec- 
tion for me; to quit her for relations who 
have entirely neglected me.“ 

Mrs Cranmer, here interpoſing, ſaid, 
& s you muſt leave me my dear, whenever 

you marry, and the kindneſs of your dear 
father's brother, particularly at this junc- 
ture, will conſiderably aleviate the unea- 
ſineſs I ſhall feel on parting with you for a 
few days.” . 
Hebe made no anfuer.—Daraly e 
| by every tender attention, to: convince her 


of the warmth of his attachment to her, 


and to affure her that he would, by ſtudy- 
ing to give her pleaſure in every ſhape, 


- endeavour to make her amends for the 
want of conſideration in thoſe who might 


not pay a proper regard to her from being 


ignorant of her merit.— 
ieee 


compliment, her face came * fo near his, 


while | 
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while he was hanging over her, that he 
_ ſnatched a kiſs before ws was aware .. oo 
deſign. . by 
_ - Riſing lmediatelys the ſaid, wich. an 
angry look, 1 muſt fit at a diſtance, I | 
A . 
Poor Darnly, who would have given his 
life for ſuch another rapturous moment, 
looked exceedingly hurt by her ſharp re- 
Proof, and following her to the window, to 
which ſhe had removed, intreated her to 
forgive him, in the moſt ſubmiſſive terms, | 
and to permit him to ſit by her. — _ - 
She inſtantly withdrew her hand; which 
: he had taken in his, nor could he for a 
conſiderable time, bring her to make it up 
with him: even Mrs. Cranmer, who was 
pteſent, thought her daughter too ſevere, 
and propoſed a walk in the garden, to give 
him an opportunity of ſpeaking to her by 
herſelf, and of forwarding a reconciliation, 
which might overpay him for all that he. 


had endured; from her unk indneſs.— He 


| a haweyer, obtain the moment he 
4. tata „„ lisbed 
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fighed for, —ſhe avoided him as much as 


poſſible, and though he gathered her the 


moſt elegant flowers the garden afforded, 
flowers which he knew ſhe particularly 


liked, yet he could not prevail on her to 
_ adorn her boſom with the noſegay which 


he had formed for her :—again and again, 


did he earneſtly entreat her to ee a 


fault which proceeded from love alone ;— 


only to give him her dear hand; only to 
permit him to touch it with his lips: to 
no purpoſe.— He was obliged to leave her 
without gaining his requeſt: though ſhe. 
always behaved to him with great polite- 
'neſs, whenever he viſited her, or when- 
ever ſhe walked with him, accompanied by . 
Mrs Cranmer, in an evening, in the wood 


where he he had firft ſeen her, which be- 
longed to Lord F rampton J eſtate., 
One evening, while they were all three 


ſitting upon the trunk of a large oak, in a 
part of the wood which opened to a moſt 
delicious view, Darnly told Hebe, that he 


+ 


-viſhed ſhe would exerciſe. h her pencil a. lit 5 
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te, adding, that he was ſure ſhe could 


make an elegant drawing upon the ſpot. 

. Glad of an opportunity to fix her atten- 
tion on any thing, rather than on herſelf, 
ſhe took her pencil, deſired him to cut it, 


and began to. fold a piece of m_ upon. 


ber pocket-book. 


While they _G ſo employed, they 


thought they heard a ruſtling among the- 
leaves.—Soon afterwards they faw, through 


the trees, a gentleman croſs the walk they 
were in, and ſtrike into another, at a great 


diſtance from them. He was out of their 


hearing, but not out of their ſight : they 


obſerved him walking backwards and for- 


wards, with folded arms, and wit a very. | 
melancholy. __— 


Darnly ig perceived him firſt, nts 
| fired Hebe to take him into the view ;— 


. an unfortunate lover, ſaid he, will make- 


a good figure in your foreground. 85 
She ſmiled, and aſked him, how he 


2 : en that the object before them was ei- 


5 ther in love, or unfortunately ſo: as he was 


nat near enough to diſcover who he was. 5 75 


8. My. 


LF 
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My conjectures,” faid he, are occa- 
ſioned by his folded arms, downcaft eyes, 
and haſty ſteps ;—and from my own ſuf- 
ferings as a lover, my dear Hebe, I will 
venture to lay any wager, that I am not 
miſtaken. 
Hardly had he done 3 before 
the perſon of whom they had been Tpeak- 
ing, came round. 
- 2:5 Oe ts fn oh he Pai the 
bowed reſpectfully to Mrs. and Miſs Cran- 
mer, and paſſed them precipitately, with- 
out either looking back, or returning. 
Hlebe's face was in a glow like crim- 
Tong when Darnly cried, Lord . 
| ton. * | 
Tome then, ſaid Mrs 3 whd | 
had made her filent obſervations, let us 
move from hence: it will be better to take 
this view, when his Lordſhip is not down.“ 
Darnly ſubſeribed to her propoſal, with- {i 
diut enquiring into her reaſons; and Miſs 
Cranmer put up her pocket bock, with e- 
motions which were not undiſcerned by 
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| her mother. but which her lover: totally 
nod: Z 

* While Darnly was endedvouring to 
| | io himſelf Maſter of Hebe's heart, her 
friend Eudoſia had by her amiable ſimpli- 
city, unaffected tenderneſs, and innocent 
Vivacity, ſo gained upon Sir Edward, ſo 
improved the inclination he felt on his firſt 
acquaintance with her, that he almoſt 
grew wild, to find his marriage delayed by 
- Miſs Gray's illneſs; my lady. declaring ſhe 
never would ſuffer Doſly to be married, 
eſpecially to Sir Edward, before her ſiſter: _ 
and Sir James had not courage enough 

to take a ſpirited ſtep upon the occaſioñ; 
tho' Sir Edward ſcarce let him have a mo- 5 
men's quiet, and often vowed to run a- 
way with his Doſſy, if he would not con- 
ſent to his ome married in a very mort 
Sir 3 e 1 ak in a . ; 
0 humour, told him one day, that he 
had given his conſent. over and over; and 
added. "you will Se. me more plenty | 
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by actually carrying the girl off, than by 
obliging me to make a nn 9 about 
Ber.“. a 

* Do you hear, Doſſy⸗ ſaid Sir Edward, 
who fat leaning over her with his hand up- 
on her ſhoulder : <* Your father agrees to 
our marriage directly, I will hire a poſt- 
chaiſe, to carry 0 to e tomor- 

row.” _ 47 

Nc, . 1 can't 0 with you,” 

replied ſhe; laughing. 4 

„ There, ——ſhe refoſes ieee 
niere then, I find I mult leave the 
Park without you; how ſhall you like 
that? 1272 een 00. e very man 
. 


* But you are not in 9 are e you Fr 


"aid ſhe; following him, innocently ſmiling, 
yet ready to burſt into tears.— -  -., 
Drawing back by degrees, he 2 her, 
chat as he could not poſſibly hope for my la- 
du's conſent while Caroline was ſingle; and as 

he could not expect to ſee any man vent 


upon her, and as I net able to live an a 


1709 5 : - longer 
2 4 
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longer i in a ſtate of uncertainty, he had de- 
termined to give her up , 

Sir Edward having perceived the imme- 
_ diate effects which his raillery had on her, 
only ſpoke in this manner to try her, and 
to carry on his defign, threw as much in- 
difference as he could into his counte- 
nance.— Sir James during the utterance of 
his ſpeech, walked to en Part oy . 
_ wardem 
Eudoſia was at laſt extremely alarmed : 
and began to have a thoufand fears, leſt 
Fe alſo ſhould be deſerted by him. — She 
attempted to fit down, but miſſed her ſtep, 
and would have fallen, had net Sir Ed - 
ward, haſtening to ee e ee eh 
an his arm. 

„ My deareſt Dit ld 1 Del. 
| Lag her to — doſom, KO "what's the o 
| _— 5 
. Are not you angry. » replied he, with : 
api: voice, and-a look which would 
- have melted'the moſt png e "eg 
W eee 


5 N 1 2 Angry, 
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* Angry, my dear angel? can I be an- 
ory with bee? fit down, (pulling her in- 
to his lap,) compoſe your fluttered ſpirits, 
and promiſe not to let any idle coyneſs de- 
prive me of my felicity.. Your father has 
conſented to our marriage, Doſly ; z can you - 
then refuſe me? can you ſee me languiſh 
for you in vain, only becauſe your mother 
and ſiſter, are weak enough to deſire to 
| hinder you from being married? Tell me, 
Dofly, is this a reaſonable behaviour?” 
11% Newt replied ſhe, at laſt, with a 
deep figh,—< I would not make you. un- 
happy for the world, - but 
ZBut what? my ſweet, thoughtful girl? 
what diſturbs you? Open your whole heart 
to me; acquaint me with all your fears, 
all your apprehenſions; '——preſling her 
hand, and ſmiling tenderly on her. 
„ W ill it not by unkind in my mother, | 
"ia ſhe, to refuſe to be with me at a time 


| 
when every young e wiſhes for 1 

85 NT: V | N 4 

; | 
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 fia?—ſhall you not, think you; -be both 
fafe and happy under my protection N 
Fes, — but ſtill, Sir Edward,” cried ſhe | 
bluſhing, —< I could wiſh that MM: 
| « | ſee your charming delicacy, my , We. 
_ © tweet girl, —I doat on you for it,—it ren- 55 
ders you ſtill more amiable in my eggs? :; 
but yet you muſt not carry it too far. 
While you are een by m_ fa- 
hits ap - TW 
Sir James at this inſtant appeared, a n 
Sir Edward preſſed the affair ſo home to 
him, that he promiſed to exert himſelf, 
and to oblige my lady, if poſſible, to make 
the neceſſary e on ber ow, for 
Eudoſia's marriage. : 
With theſe laadable intentions, os re. 
paired to her ladyſhip's dreſſing-rooom. 
Hie found Caroline there, with a colour 
uke à roſe, and with every * of health, 
Ae the ſick perſon. 1 
On his entrance, ſhe feigne- pere 
wb worſe, than he had been told ſhe 
* 1288 held * — and leaned 
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back in her chair. Sir James, however, 
who came, —as he thought, determined 
to act like a man of ſpirit, and maſter of 

his family only ſaid, coolly to her, to Ca- 
. roline, I am glad to ſee Tu up, my 
* dear.“ 
© Ay 3 but ſhe is much nder bo be in 
her bed, I am ſure;” ſaid my lady, nad all 
| along with that vile Sir Edward. 
... | « O—it was about him that I came to 
Fpeak with you, child,” replied Sir Ane 
interrupting her. 
% Well -I hope he is dg © to Jo my 
poor Caroline Juſtice”, anſwered ſhe eager· 
ty. 
_ Pooh, WY my Lady, let us have 
no more of that. He is in a hurry to mar- 
ry Doſſy, and I, therefore, deſire you will 
prepare every thing proper for her, that 
the ceremony may be performed 1 in 2 few 
days at fartheſt,” . 
Here a deep groan from Miſs Grey, add- 
ed to the fury which ſparkled i in my lady's 
| yes, on n the ee fo borrid a requeſt, 
(= BR 5 man 
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made him tremble.—He retreated cowards 
the door.— ; | 
1 Monſtrous aſſrunce cried ths, "mY 


ping him; do you think Sir James, that I 


will ſuffer Caroline to be inſulted with her 


ſiſter's marriage? how often have I told 


you that Sir Edward never ſhall have ny 
conſent, and therefore he may take him- 
ſelf away as ſoon as he pleaſes, for he ſhall 


have no daughter of mine.“ 


e dare lay a good ſum though,” es 
Sir James, e that if he would make it all 
up with Caroline Sai, ſhe would jump at 
him.— 

4 Ta am n ſorry, Sir,“ replied the languid 


ä lady, lifting up her head, to find that you 


have ſo wretched an opinion of me; but 1 
F aſſur 8 you, that you are miſtaken: 4 1M 


am not ſo, forward,-—not in the leaſt like 
Doſſy, I aſſure you, ſir.“ 


e e 1 


A am ſorry for it, child, (aid he,) hal 
N ha C 
not have loſt your lover.“ 


Se 5 Aud do you "_ her, do you load 


to be like ber, you. ule - | 
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- her with reproaches, becauſe that fellow 
has behaved like a rogue, and a villain? is 
this acting as a father ſhould act? But J 
vould have you to know, Sir James, that 
my Caroline has more pride than to take 
up with a man who has ſo groſsly affront- 
ed her, who has uſed her ſo- ill.“ 

Ay, it is her pride which has occaſi- 
oned all this diſtreſs, and her pride will 
certainly ruin her: — She has, by giving her- 
ſelf ſo many ridiculous airs, loſt Sir Ed- 
ward; and ſhe will, I dare believe, by the 
ſame airs deter every man, who comes in her 
way, from venturing to have any connections 
- with her. — And now, becauſe Sir Edward 
. found out her ill humours in time, and de- 
clared off, muſt he be called a villain for his | 
; prudence ?-he would have been a villain in- 
deed, if he had married her, and uſed her 
ill afterwards: for my. own part, I think he 
haas ated like an honeſt man: few young fel - 

' lows mould have behaved WIS: ſo much 
hon our“ FF 
1 9975 gf e you poſibly . a man fag his 
„5 - 1 . inconſtaney, 
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inconſtancy, and a deſire to change, tho? 
for the worſe !—fie, Sir James, you don't 
know what you ſay,—a man of. honour 
would have ſcorned to * in ſo una and 
ſcandalous a manner.“ 

Very well, my lady; 1 fay ill, that 
when a man on a nearer acquaintance with 


the woman to whom he has made his "ol 


dreſſes, finds her every way unſuitable to 
him, he 1 right to get: rid of her as _ 
as he can.“ 
Ven 8 Sir Tina very pretty doc- 
ttrine indeed, for a married man, for a fa- 
ther of grown-up daughters, to—1 . 
you would get rid of me, if you could. 
«+ Moſt willingly,” faid he, in a whiſper,. 


to himſelf. —< You miſtake the caſe, child: 
13 (aloud)—I mentioned nothing about a. 
married man's leaving his wife. F only. 


meant to ſay, that people who are not ſult. 
able to each other, in every reſpect, had 


better not come together: If Caroline be- 
| haves herſelf well, and if you will but have 
2 n ee be will go 0 by and 
; | \ by= : | 


' 
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by.—Therefore, ſince Eudoſia has been 
fortunate enough to pleaſe Sir Edward, do 
not ſtrive to hinder their union my lady, 
but rather rejoice that it is. in your power 
to diſpoſe of one daughter ſo well: You 
have forgot the fuſs you were in on the day 
I firſt met with Mrs. Cranmer for fear nei- 
ther of them ſhould be married at all.” 
Ay, andi it is all owing to your bring- 


- ing that little chitty-faced girl in the way 
of Darnly, that he didn't take a fancy to 


Caroline, Who would have been Lady 


Haverford, perhaps, by this time; and 


then you might have married Doſly to your 


Sir Edward, ſince you are fo fond of him :- | 
1 ſuppoſe your daughter, by keeping com- 


pany with that forward young flirt, has 
learnt to wheedle Sir Edward from her fif- 


- ts. but 1 fay again ſhe ſhan't have him: 


when Tam determined to carry my point, 
the whole earth can't ſhake me; therefore 
the ſooner you deſire Sir Edward to . 

the houſe, the better... 8 
0 Ang 20 am \ determiried,” repbed sir 


9 5 „ 88 ha 5 James, 
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James, © that he ſhaltnot leave it till I have 
| ſeen him married to Eudoſia, I, therefore, 
inſiſt upon your getting your cloaths ready 
as faſt as R 
Upon my word,” abfwersd my lady, | 
reddening, « I do love your mfſting ; : 
ſhou'dn'r have thought of your uſing 15 
a word as that to me indeed! but you 
talk to ſo little purpoſe, that I really think 
it beſt to take no other notice of i it, than to 
treat you with the contempt you deſerve: ö 
tho), let me tell you, Sir James, I ſhall not 
put up with ſuch treatment; and if Sir Ed- 1 
/ ward won't keep his word with Caroline, | 
there are. methods, to make him; and if 
there is any juſtice ; in the land my: poor in⸗ 
jured child ſhall have it: She ſhall be La- 
dy Fawthorp, Sir, in ſpite. of you. and this 
vile man, who has ſeduced her affectlons, 
and now leaves her for her youngeſt ſiſter, 

a girl no more to ber mentioned with ber” — 
2 ſhan't enter into a diſpute with you, | 
5 child, replied Sir James, i interfupting ber, 2 
_ as he began to grow, wy of the conteſt, 

: 5 about 3H 
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* about the different merits of our daugh- 
ters: but there is one obſervation I muſt 
beg leave to make: Tis mighty: odd; my 
lady, that you ever thought Sir Edward 
worthy of Caroline, as you have declared 
him to be a villain.—If he really deſerves 
that epithet, ſhe ſhould I think have too 
much ſpirit to accept of him.“ 
And ſol have indeed, Sir,” ad Miſs 
Grey, with a voice, and in a manner, 
.. which would have convinced any body 
that ſhe was in the moſt perfect health, 
were he to throw himſelf this moment at 
my feet, — I am too proud as you were 
pleaſed to call me, to accept of my ſiſter's 
leavings.— No, —my pleaſure will be to 


make him kneel for my pardon, and then 


Sporn h buy from me with the bee di- | 
dain.“ | | 
And doſt 1996 ever wa to et . 1 
8 band by the exertion of this fine ſpirit, my 
dear?” ſaid Sir James, with an ironical 

| laugh. Yes nn I don? t deſpair,” — * 
„ 2 not, why not,“ cried they both at : 
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once, following Sir James quite to the 


ſtair· caſe, on his running out of the room 
lifting up his eyes and hands, abſolutely 


overpowered by their vociferation, and rea- 
dy to give a my point for the * of 


peace. 
Eudoſia tte was dg in the ts, 
finging to Sir Edward at his deſire, hearing 


all at once ſuch an e ſtopped and 
looked alarmed. | 


{ (2509 N the matter, wy dear Eudo- 
in?“ 
Don't Nn wild a creat noiſe? ſaid ſhe. 
— In 8 for my Poor father: do let 
me go and fee what they are about.“ 


(Sir Edwafd having her hand in his.) 


Indeed but I will not, for I am ſure 
you will have no quarter among them.— 


Sir James i is coming down, we wall then 
„Pest | ne _— 
On his entering the — Sir Edward ” 


WAR to him You have been in Aa warm 


1 a * you are come bw | 


+ 8 
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„ Pretty well, r, well, but not ma 


much honour; — I can't make my lady 
hear reaſon:—She even talks of obliging 


2 you, Sir Edward, to keep your promiſe to 


Caroline: but ſhe only talks! ſhe forgets 
that ſhe is married. I have ſuffered her to 
have her ow way ſo long, that I am become 
of not the leaſt conſequence in my own 

houſe; but don't be uneaſy, Doſſy: I will 

give you a ſum ſufficient to defray your ex- 
pences for cloaths, &c. &c. Order them 
yourſelf, and if you are puzzled what to 
chuſe, conſult this gentleman, as he is the b 
"perſon whom you are to pleaſe for the fu- 


ture.—1 think my dear child, I need not 


bid you beware of your mother's foi- 
bles, —ſhe expoſes herſelf enough to make | 
any woman of common ſenſe with a toler- _ 
able temper, dread the rendering herſelf 
ſo ridiculous.” . 
A Excuſe my poor dear mother,” faid the 
gentle Eudoſia: her great affection for 
my fiſter, who was her firſt child, and who 
8 13 > ae ee to be very like her in her perſon, | 
ag | ES: naturally 


e 


\ 
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naturally makes her warm, when ſhe tha wg 
prehenſive of Caroline's being injured.” 


Excellent creature!” ſaid Sir Fwy 
"hk looking at her with eyes which ſtrongly diſ- 


covered his eſteem as'well as his tenderneſs; 
and then looking at Sir James, Lou can- 


not but be happy, Sir, (continued he) while 


you have ſuch a daughter. Make as 


good a wife my dear Eudoſia,— (turning 
to her) as you are a n, and 1 ſhall be 2 


82 happieſt of men.“ 
„And I ſhall be fas happieſt 5 8 


2 1 Sir James, giving her hand to Sir 
Edward, who embraced her in the render- 


eſt manner, and while her cheeks glowed . 
the praiſes they beſtowed on her, and while 
her modeſt behaviour ſufficiently. c convin- 
n them how much ſhe deſeryed them. 5 
As ſoon as Sir James had preſented her . 
F he intended in bank notes, ſhe aſk- 
ed him whether ſhe ſhould” not conſult her 
mother about the diſpoſal of them. | 


eb may do as you pleaſe, my, a 4 
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aid he, but 1 believe you will only in- 
cenſe her more againſt you by ſo doing.“ 


 * Moſt probably I ſhall, Sir, but I muſt 


. nevertheleſs do my duty.“ 


Accordingly ſhe, in the moſt fabmifive h 
terms told my lady that her father had or- 


dered her to prepare cloaths and linen; 
begging her Ane nee, aſſiſtance nan the 
-oxcolion.. ; 


Her dutiful ae . was ſo 


very Ill received that my lady's anger was 
irritated by it: ſhe called her a thouſand 
_.credulous fools, and bade her not lay out 


the money, which her father with his uſual 


wrongheadedneſs had given her, in a way 
only to be laughed at:—“ Let what will 
be the conſequence of your folly,” added 
the. av. 7 JOY ſhall never have Sir 
Edward. ; 

0 * diſcreetly | made. no — 


: bot ler her mother when ſhe had done 
ſpeaking; that is when ſhe could not arti- 
culate for the want of breath. She then aſk. 


ed her father if there would be any impro- 
_ KS: Priety 
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182 THE FAVOURITE. 
priety in deſiring Mrs. Cranmer to tell her 
| what ſhe ſhould make up for her wedding, 
as her mother had abſolutely refuſed to 
- declare ber opinion. Sir James accom- 
Tre: her with pleafure to bat Lady. 
Mrs. Cranmer readily promiſed her all 
the affiſtance in her power, but was not 
quite ſo chearful as uſual, becauſe Hebe's 
uncle had in a letter invited her to come 
and Ray a few days with him.——Mrs. 
'Cranmer was indeed very glad to ſee her 
darling child acknowledged by her fa- 
ther's brother; tho? the had heard, and be- 
- | Heved, that the approaching alliance wich 
. Darnly, had occafioned the invitation; 
but Hebe expreſſed ſo much diſlike to an 
uncle, who ſeemed to avoid taking any no- 
tice of a mother, to whom ſhe thought 
berſelf under the greateſt obligations, for 
the extreme care ſne had taken of her from 
her infanecy, and for the tender affection which 
ſhe had ever diſcovered for her, that Mrs. 
Cranmer could not without the utmoſt dif- | 


- fcvley prevail on her even for a ſhort time to 
Sd 1 have 
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Leave her; and Hebe's exceſſive ral 
as the hour for her departure advanced, 
conſiderably lowered herſpirits. Mr. Darnly 
was at thisjunEture obliged to make a viſit 
to his grand-father, on his mother's ſide, 
who had been ſuddenly taken ill, and ex- 
preſſed no ſmall diſſatisfaction at his being 
neceſſitated to travel into a diſtant part of 
the country, when he gladly would have | 
waited on Miſs Cranmer to her uncle's.— 
But he could not poffibly make his routh 
| agreeable to his inclination. Eudoſia, ſmil- 
ing, told Mrs. Cranmer that ſhe would 
come and ſupply Hebe's place.” 
Do my ſweet friend,” ſaid Miſs Cran- 
| mer; e ſee my mother as often as you can, 
and make her chearful i in my abſence.” — 
vou muſt not make a very long ſtay,” 
aid Sir James, for I ſhall expect you to 
be preſent at my Eudoſia's marriage, in- 
ſtead of her mother and ſiſter.“ | 
In fact, Sir James rather choſe to ſecure 
Mrs. Cranmer's friendſhip, who, from her 
good ſenſe, and her good breeding, and 
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her retired: way of life, was, in his opinion, 
a much properer perſon than any of his 
. who, from their different ſtyles 
of living, would be more ready to enquire 
into his family-affairs, and would, perhaps, 
be .impertinently troubleſome, with their 
0 objections to what did not ſquare with their 
oyn ideas. There are many people who 
tho! little acquainted with each other, and 
conſequently little authorized to take any 
liberties, are often extremely offenſive with 
their freedoms, and with their unaſked ad- 
„ e ; 
As Sir James 1 1 that he ſhould 
not find an Impertinent in Mrs. Cranmer, 
he reſolved to aſk her to accompany his 
daughter to church, (if Lady Grey ſhould 


weakly perſiſt in, refuſing to attend her) 


when Miſs Cranmer returned from ber un- 
cle” "he 5 
As Mr. Darnly . out in „ 
_moraing before Mr. Cranmer's poſt-chaiſe 
Was to fetch his niece, he came, on the 
| [preceding evening to bid her adieu; vex- 
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ed at the thoughts of his journey, and cha- 
grined to find that Hebe was ready to part 
with him without any reluctance, he com- 
plained of her indifference, of her cruel 
inſenſibility, in the moſt forcible expreſſi · 
ons,—** You are only ſorry to leave your 
| mother,” continued he, in a plaintive tone; 
Fou feel not the leaſt pity for me, who 
love you with more than maternal affection, 
who am diſtracted to think of being torn 

from you, and who would give my life to 
ſee you as much concerned at my abſence, 
as you are on going to be ſeparated euch 
| your mother for a few days? 55 
No man, I think,“ replied Hebe, 
1 ſhould complain of a woman, for ſhewing 
her love and duty to her parents: She who 
behaves as ſhe ought- to do, as a daughter, 
is the moſt likely to merit the eſteem ànd 
regard of him who makes her his wife. 
es My dear Hebe,“ cried he, « whatchill- 
ing language is this If tenderneſs is due 
from a davghter to a mother, doubly is it 
- - Tutely due from a wife to a huſband. -I _ 
Fi: EG ET 
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now look upou you as a wife, and I love 
Jou moſt ardently: but unbeloved by you 
in return, what happineſs can I rationally 
expect in the marriage · ſtate checked. 
however, as I am by your preſent cold- 
neſs, I will venture to hope 
* You accuſe me wrongfully, I be- 
heve, Mr. Da Darnly,“ ſaid Miſs 'Cran- 
mer, with a ſmile of indifference: 
« I am not conſcious . of diſcovering a 
, want of tenderneſs, nor do F think it ne- 
ceſſary to ſhew any more ;>—and 1 confeſs. 
I have not the leaft idea of thoſe; torments - 
and diſtractions, which PAY: ne, Jon. 
tell me, occaſions. “. . 
Not for me, replied es « Ga: you 
ſeem to feel them at the thoughts MOT 
ing with your mother.” 
. Lown,“ ſaid Hebe, « 1 45 love my. : 
mother: moſt- affeQionately, and. I cannot 
think. of leaving her, Ws e he: 
moſt cutting uneaſineſs. |. 
4 « Would w Heaven, fd Darnl 1 7 
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were capable of Sang the ſame diſquie- 
tude on my account.“ | 

„To wiſh that thoſe whom we pretend 
to love ardently ſhould ſuffer any pain for 
us, is to ſhew very little regard for them.— 

If ſelfiſhneſs, therefore, 1s the chataeriC, ; 
tic of a lover, I neither deſire to be in love, 
nor to have any connections with choſe who. 
are, as long as I live.” — 3 
My dear Hebe, you either 4 not, 
or r vil not underſtand me.— l do not wiſh 
you to feel any uneaſineſs: on the contra- 
ry, T would fly to relieve you, and to 
make you happy; nay, I would freely give 
up my repoſe—my life to inſure your fe- 
licity : but yet at the ſame time, I would 
_ wiſh to have that felicity depend on me: 
I would not have you think of parting 
with me, tho! but a few hours, without the 
greateſt. reluftance.—I would have you. 
figh, and long to ſee me again, and be in- 
capable of * any pleaſure TRE 
=” 
6 Ay,” ied the carelefaly, « but as 1 
. have 


* 
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have ſaid before, I have no idea of all this; 
I ſee you depart without pain, and return 
without rapture I am as well: ſatisfied 
when you are en nee are with 
me. | 5 | 
Cruel, infalible' Hebe ou never 
loved then.” — e 
„No,“ anſwered ſhe, in the rune "OY 
gent manner: nor do. 1 believe J ever 
mall.“ . 
« I fear nothin hard is 
my fate; not to be capable of inſpiring the 
moſt beautiful and amiable creature in the 
world, and who ſeems to be poſſeſt of the 
moſt tender heart, with a paſſion equal to 
my own! Indeed, my Hebe, you are pow 
at a time of life to think of an . 
dy beſides your mother.“ 
Perhaps I am, ſaid ſhe with. a: fails, 
but I know nothing at all of the matter. 
Should I leave you, to follow another 
17 girl, would not my deſertion hurt you ? CE 
WMNot in the leaſt,” MIS ho 
I am ſorry for ite?) |. So EW: 
EE. of How, 
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0 How, Mr. Darnly? ſorry chat wr 
cannot make me unhappy ?” | 
* Yes, my dear girl, —ſurely I may ſay 
ſo, as I can aſſure you, that it is in your 
power to make me the moſt miſerable of 
human beings, by encourkgingy or even 
ſmiling on another man.“ | 
« Bleſs me! but 1 may ſmile on a man 
with as much innocence,” as on a fine 
woman, on a beautiful child, on my own 
dear mother, or on any female friend.” 
Les; but you would not ſmile on ſuch 
: WE: however innocently, if they did 
not give you more pleaſure than I do: 
and in that caſe I ſhould be jealous, conſe· _ 
quently wretched.” | 
2 -Horrid'!—If this is jealouſy, I deſire 
. to be for ever incapable of feeling ſo hate: 
f paſſion.— But I find Mr. Darnly our 
ideas of love are widely different: I reak 
ly, therefore, don't think you can poſſibly 
be ſatisfied with me: and it is highly pro- 
blable that 1 ſhould not be pleaſed with 
1 vou. Af you + are ſo inclined to be Jealous, — 


e a Mes 
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Were 1 to love with the ardour you talk 
of, I ſhould inſtead of wiſhing to deprive 


the object beloved of any kind of ſatisfac- 
tion, wiſh to procure it for him, tho' a- 


gainſt my own intereſt :=nay, my notions 
about love are fo refined, that were the man 
in whoſe favour I was ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed, 
to prefer another woman to me, I would not 
only freely reſign him, but aſſiſt him in pro- 
curing bis felicity, at the expence of my 


own. — This is true love, according to my 
way of thinking, and very different from 


that paſſion of which you have been talk- 
ing ſo much. 


Did you but feel, my amiable Hebe, 


25 7 feel l“ 


« Thank wars 4 ho: not,” faig ſhe 


ſeriouſly ; I © ſhould be extremely forry to 


endure the many diſagreeable ſenſations 


. ou have complained about.“ 


\-Daroly-Gighed, but findiwg it impotible 


| 20 make her ſenſible of the warmth and ſin- 
cerity of his paſſion for her, was obliged 
| 20 leave her 3 indi ifferent but 


he 
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he left her with a reluctance, with an anx- 


iety, beyond expreſſion. Twice he took 


leave of her, and twice he returned, while 
ſhe, who could not entertain his ſentiments, 
looked amazed at his behaviour. At laſt 
he quitted her, tho* much ſooner than he 
would. have done, had he not feared to 
Aiſguſt, when he ſo en nn. to 
. 
The next 4 Sir game 110 Eudoſia 
; called again. The former told Mrs. Cran- 
mer, that he hoped ſoon to accommodate 
matters without troubling ber, as he had re- 
ceived ſome overtures from a friend of Lord 
Frampton, in regard to his eldeſt daugh- 
ter: If we can but diſpoſe of Caroline,” 
continued he, or get her but in a way to 
go off, my lady perhaps, will enen 
: hear reaſon.” 

Mrs. Cranmer, with a ſmile of "WIA 
fatisfaQion, replied, “ Tam very glad to 
hear ſuch information, Sir James, and hope 

ſo deſirable an alliance will ſoon take 
Place: the friend of Lord Frampton can- 
„ a | not 


James) 


3 
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not be unworthy of any wowan's atten- 


tion. —Caſting down her eyes on Hebe, 
“ What ails you, my dear, continued ſhe; | 
«« You look as pale as death. „ 


„Nothing, Madam; I am ge 


5 Lam glad of it, my love.” — Then 


| turning to Sir James, — She is ſo, ho 8 
py at the thoughts of leaving me only for. 


a few days, or a week at fartheſt !?— ' 

„What will! you do then, Miss 7; Hh 
mer, when you are married? (ſaid Sir, | 
Here is Doſſy, tho ſne makes me 
believe ſhe is very. fond of 1 me, will be ve-. 


ry glad, I dare lay, to aer my houſe for 
Sir Edward's,“ 52 


«. 


Indeed, Wer e nene Pcs bluſke 
ing. you, cannot conceive hom much 1 


35 ſhall. ſuffer, in being een fam n. 


kind indulgent father.“ Fe 
Ah you coaxing girl, you 


rapping 


5 der; cheek), but there's no harm Doſ- 
> iy, in owning an affection for ſuch a man 


g 25 Sir en 3 18 theae Miſs C an | 
ne be FA ; 
| "Os 9 ene 6 3 ; 
< . TIE , 2 . 7 * © 70 S 3 - * 60 1 
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„ have not t the honour « to know him, 
Sir James. J 8 
ot... madam; but you know Mr. Darn- 
ly, who is alſo a very agreeable man.? 
1 1 am glad you think ſo, Sir James” 
And you are certainly of my opinion, 
my good Miſs Cranmer, tho” you do not 
ſeem inclined to ſay ſo in the ſame words.“ 
<< have heard Sir James, replied Hebe, 
5 that if a woman's relations and friend's 
think the man amiable, who i is intended 
for her huſband, her ſentiments about him 
are of very little conſequence.” 

If a lady, can make no reaſonable ob- 
n to the man, of whom her friends 
and relations approve, their opinions, 7 
| think, _ ought to have ſome weight vith 
| her.” | | 
| Hebe made no 3 45 Mrs. Cran- 
mer ſaw, with regret, her daughter's aver- 
ſion to a man, who appeared t to place all his 
felicity in ber alone. £ 

On the appointed morning, Mr. Crab 
mer ſent his poſt· chaiſe for his n niece; but, Fa, 
„„ 


2 
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: from his wife; looked on Hebe with g 
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her mother would not truſt her withour 


Suſan, whom: ſhe charged to attend her, 
Kill the ſaw her ſafe lodged; and then-to 
come back, in the beſt manner ſhe could. | 


Miss \Cranmer departed from her mo- 


mer, for the firſt time, with tears: —ſhe 


Was received by her uncle and aunt with 
more civility than affection. Mr. Cranmer 
Expreſſed ſome ſurpriſe, at the ſight of her, 
never having ſeen her before, and great 
Pleaſure alſo.— This girl,” ſaid he to his 
8 in a Tow voice, 1 15 is TAC 1 

The thay; whom he had not ng mar- 

ried; and WhO did not chuſe to ftrike fail 


Ll 79 155 body, received this whiſpered de- 


cClafation of her huſband's with ineffable 


OT contempt z and repeating his words aloud 


| With 1 difdainful ich added, 7 WP 1 n | 


3 "Heavy in her! "IRE 


- 


Mr. Cranmer, the 


* 54 1 inher 
"cnet" ar this: contradicting anſwer 


humour, — — treated ; ber for 
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ries with a haugbty neglett; and ſome 
times with an almoſt inſupportable fami- 
Harity: ſhe was conſequently very deſi- 
rous of returning to her mother; while her 
uncle perſuaded her to ſtay, till Mei Darn- 
4y could come, and conduct her home, 
himſelf : but ſhe told her uncle, that, as 
ſhe had never been abſent from ber ma- 
ther before, Who ſenſibly felt, ſhe Was well 
aſſured, her ſeparation from her, the; beg- 
ged he would permit her to mak her fillt 
viſit a ſhort one. 43S DL amis 
Mr. Cranmer readily complied with her 

- MquiER to the no {mall fatisfaRtion of her 


| ohmic to be. near > as Pg geil 

dy was immediately ſtruck with, the beau · 

ty of her perſon, and charmed with the e- 
legance of her manners: ſhe therefore 
heard the poſt-chaiſe ordered to convey 

ber home, with pleaſing emotions, which 

- the. was hardly a able to conceal; but heraunt 

. bad neither the good · nature, nor diſcreti- 
ET ok to high of a proper perſon to N 1 
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_ DLÞ>2Gaoft yino od 3442 19d O- EI 
ny.ſo.1 ine a young girl, twenty or thirty 
ES nor had Hebe, indeed, notice early 
enough of the time ſhe was to ſet, out, to 
make her mother acquainted with it, Who 
: Would Lecce pos. ent ſome body, to 
meet her. 5 
Ml.Iiſs her, Was DOE into 1 chaiſe, 
by her uncle, who was kind enough,  how- 
ever, to make her a genteel preſent, in a 
bank · note, towards purchaſing ſome ne- 
| nne, upon her approaching marriage. 
Hebe was not of a timorous diſpoſition, 
Jet having never been ſo long a journey | 
Alone, ſhe could not ſoon reconcile herſelf 
to the want of a companion; ſhe was only 
cochforted by knowing that ſhe was going | 
buck to her dear beloved mother. 5 
When ſhe had rode a few miles tolerably 
ealy, the poſtboy loitered ſo long at a pub- 


— 


{He houſe upon the road, that her patience „ 


was quite exhaùſted.— Shie was very unwil- 
en to fiod fault with one of her uncle sſer- 
vants, but ſhe could not help calling te to 
Kno the fiene of ws AE 5 


* 
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He told her; that be only ſtopped to reſt 
2 a Horſes : he ſoon after wards repbatecd 
the ſame excuſe, and, in ſhort, got ſo drunk, 
that he was almoſt rendered unable co 
guide the horſes, —She rode, therefore, un- 
der his direction, exedfiyy'terrifiddg, be- 
ing in too unfrequented a part of the'coun- 
0 to expect to meet many paſſengers.— 
They came at laſt, to a wide heath, on 
den the driver turned the horſes out of 
the beaten track; ſhe called to him three 
or four times, but he paid not the leaſt 
ag to her cries, and being incapable of 
holding the reins, the chaife was in a feß 
minutes overſet.—The driver was thrown: 
from his horſe, and his leg was. broke in 
two places: poor Hebe lay under part of 
the carriage, quite ſenſeleſs, having receiv- 
ed a violent blow on one fide of ber head, 
by the fall. When they both remained in 
this conditions a good While, a poſt- chaiſe 
and four paſſed over the heath; not many 
yards from the unfortunate ſpot:— The 
* in the e bearing dread: 
Keys” 2% 7:19 


then diſcover, as it was cove 
bpleod, who the was: 


eee tay conc 
Wants to ſtop; gor out and wenttto he 
fellow's aſſiſtance, who told him a ſpeci⸗- 
vous tale, entirely ſuppreſſing the truth, 
with regard to himſelf When the gen- 
Ant was juſt going to place him in bis 
carriage, to have him carried to the neareſt 
ſurgeon, he: muttered out en ee 0 8 
e lady—— 35 
How! have you ay Pd . 
5 chaſe) hurt by the overturning of it?? 
He then ran to the chaiſe, without wait- 
ing for a reply, and ſaw the cloaths of a la- 
dy, but ſa no face till he had removed 
her, with the affiſtance of his ſervants; from 
the ſpot on which ſhe lay nor could he 
WY With 
when de had 
ſeated her in his own carriage, ſhe raiſed 
her head, but H ghed. inſtantly, -and let it 
fall upon his böfom, as he had ſeated him- 
ſelf by herj—at that moment recolle@ting 8 


ber, he cried, © Heavens! Hit is ; Miſs Cran- 


mer whom 1 have fortunately aſſiſted .— ; 
2 i 2 ; WE | 7066 But : =; 
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* But where is our hurt, madam, that I 
may, this moment, apply e a in 
my power to relieve you? r 
Hebe was not yet able to "aſk — : 
he lay almoſt ſtunned, in the attitude in 
which he had fixed her, for ſome time, 
while he gave directions to his ſervants to 1 
_ Nay with the driver, adding, that he would I 
ſend people from the next village to take | 
care of him. He then ordered bis own | 
. poſt-boys to go on very gently. 5 
As ſoon as the horſes moved, the motion 
of the carriage being too violent for her, 
after the bruiſes ſhe had received, Hebe 
ſtarted up, and cried, Where am I?” 
Seeing that ſhe was inthe arms of a man, 
ith ſtrove, to diſengage berſelf; but on his 
looking at her with the ſofteſt compaſſion | 
in his eyes, and again preſſing her gently 
to his boſom, ſhe juſt lifted up her head, 
With a voice hardly audible, oily articu- 
. lated . Lord Frampton!” —— and funk 
don once more in his arms, as if he 
eee ee e ſafe 1 in I chem. : 
2 0 Se 
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1 for Lond deen che firſt moment 


he beheld her at church, thought her 


the lovelieſt creature be had ever ſeen; and 


her unaffectedly devout behaviourduring the 


ſervice, had made no leſs impreſſion upon 


him, chan her figure: both together, had 
ſuch an effect upon nim, that he would 


have immediately endeavoured to make 
bimſelf agreeable to her, had he not, upon 


enquiring who ſhe was, of Mrs. Dawſon, 


- heard that ſhe was en to Mr. Darn- 


1y. He «ould not, however, help feel- 
ang for her a paſſion, which he had never 
felt for any other woman,——Shocked, 
therefore, as he was, to fee her info piti- 


5h able-a condition, he was alſo tranſported 


00 have it in his power to aſſiſt her: and 
be employed himſelf with ſo fincere 5 
a deſire to be ſerviceable, with ſuch. 
tender affiduity, that Hebe, Who had 8 
© Frequently wiſhed Darnly to be fuch-a man, 
found he celery made a ad 5 


der heart... 


© 


\ 
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Ay the motion of the carriage was very 
1 to her, he bade his ſervants ſtop. 
How do you find yourſelf, 0 8 
ſald he, with the tendereſt ac cents. 

32 Extremely ill indeed, my Lord,“ repli- 
ed the, again ſtriving to riſe from his bo- 
ſom: my head is ſo bad“ 

Let me then, intreat you, not to ſtir, 

' Miſs Cranmer—lean on me, while I ap- 
ply ſome lavender- water to it: bat, Per- 
haps, may give you ſome relief.” | 
As ſhe made no objection to his lordſhip? 3: / 

offer, he wetted a handkerchief, waſhed a- | 
. way gently the blood and dirt from the 
afflicted part; and then, with the ſofteſt 
hand, bathed the ſide of her head ;—dur- 
ing which operation, he gazed with rap- 
ture on her lovely face, lovely under all. 
the diſadvantages ariſing from the overturn- 
us of the chaiſe. _ 

Opening her eyes at length, 3 lifting 

- Uliem up, ſhe began to make an apology . 

for the trouble ſhe had oecaſioned to him, 
and, at the ſame time, very gratefully 
chanked am, for the relief which he had 
afforded 


" 
. 
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ati rded ber; — ut, the v was not able to fit 
| upright. © 5 
After having bound 7 head, i in 2 
handkerchief, he ventured, again to preſs 
ber tenderly to his boſom; and Propoſed 
the ſending off a ſervant, to the next vil- 
lage, for a ſurgeon; but ſhe begged ſo 
earneſtly to be carried home to. her mo- 
ther, as ſoon. as ſhe. was able to bear the 
motion of the chaiſe, that he readily com- 
plied with her requeſt, ordering. the dri- 
vers to walk their horſes gently...  - 
The night was now far advanced, or ra- 
ther morning appeared :—'Twas ſummer, 
43 nene an agreeable twilight ſerved 
to render the ride leſs tedious, than it 
would otherwiſe habe been, if the hemi- 
ſphere had been covered with darkneſs. | 
Hebe lay, apparently, very quiet, but 
ber mind, was by no means in a tranquil 
- Kate; Lord Frampton's prepoſſeſſing per- 
. fon, and the extreme tenderneſs of his be- 
 haviour, had made ſo deep an impreſſion 
96 85 5. that e was: baniſhed. 
ER $454 „ d L - 


4 


His voice, his looks, 
to her ſoul, —ſhe concealed ,—but with 
the greateſt difficulty, ſhe concealed her 
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